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he sight of a human being in 

pain is painful in itself. In 

Adelaide for the climax to the 

1990 season, Alain Prost 
clearly was a manin pain. Stung bya 
cruel verbal assault from Ayrton 
Senna, enraged by statements attrib- 
uted to him in his national press, the 
former World Champion builtaround 
himselfa wall ofsilencenot even those 
closest to him could penetrate. The 
spectacle of that silence, in the post- 
race press conference, was paradoxi- 
cal: should we dismiss these two 
sporting giants for the pettiness of 
their behaviour, or ought we to sym- 
pathisewith the plight of aman strug- 
gling to retain the dignity for which 
he has so long been known? 

For dignity was a quality much in 
evidence in Adelaide. It entered in 
the shape of Juan Manuel Fangio, the 
living link to the first-ever World 
Championship race, who was diplo- 
macy itself in his refusal to attribute 
blame for the Suzuka incident that 
scarred the season’s end. And when 
Fangio’s arch-rival from their racing 
days, Stirling Moss, arrived at the 
Maestro’s press conference, the spon- 
taneity of their embrace drew ap- 


tween the two that cannot be broken 
down. 

While Fangio kept his own coun- 
sel about the Suzuka incident that 
scarred the season’s end, others were 
prodigal with theirs, not least of all 
Jackie Stewart in his on-going asser- 
tion that a record so disfigured by 
accidents makesSenna somethingless 
than worthy company for the World 
Championship’s hall of fame. FISA 
has announced the setting-up of a 
Commission of Inquiry into Safety - a 
move to be welcomed if the right peo- 
pleareasked to sit and deliberate. But 
who decides who the right people 
are? 


Denied the climax to the World 
Championship it deserved, Adelaide 
then saw these goings-on threaten to 
overshadow the great occasion we 
were celebrating: the 500th race in 
World Championship history. Two 
men saved the day, for in the end we 
were treated to a marvellous motor 
race. Nelson Piquet foughtlikea tiger 
to defend his lead, while “The Lion” 
Nigel Mansell, in his last race for 
Ferrari, gave us all a salutary re- 
minder: when the talking stops, the 
man who gives hisall to the race is the 


winner in the end. Pe] 


The Jaguar XJR-S 6.0 litre and XJR 4.0 litré’g 
classic mode, combining race 


The XJR-S 6.0 litre V: 


aloon are Jaguars in the 
bred performance with unparalleled luxury 


plause from a press corps not known 
for its sentimentality. A few short 
weeks before, the same reaction had 
greeted the “reconciliation” between 
Prost and Senna that ended their 18- 
month feud... 

¢, its 251 bhp It was already clear that in Senna 
Formula 1 possesses perhaps its most 
enigmatic World Champion. A man 
with enoughsensitivity to weep when 
speaking of the unfortunate Martin 


SO, CALLIN OR TELEPHONE TO ARRANGE A TESTDRIVE Donnelly, a man with an apparent 


religious conviction-and yet with the 
steel to disregard danger even when 
JAGUAR GUY SALMON 
ramleD ) a 
OFFICIAL AGUA R&¥ a hanes 


he is not the only one under threat. 
Guy Salmon Jaguar Ltd, Portsmouth Road, Thames Ditton, Surrey K 
ts On, Surrey KT? 
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engine delivers 318 bhp, powering the car (from 


0-60 in 6,5 seconds) to an eshilirating 160 mph. (Where conditions allow) 
wW). 


‘The XJR 4.0 litre saloon also offers remarkable performance 


engine achieving a maximum speed of 147 mph, (Where condi 
ior 


Together, both cars have a ble et 


nd of very different virtues which can only 


be fully appreciated at first hand, 


In Adelaide, Prost’s obvious tor- 
mentturned the Professor himselfinto 
asuitablecaseforstudy. Hisproblem, 
he asserted, was that of a human be- 
ing, not merely a racing driver -as if, 
somewhere, a boundary exists be- 


—_ 
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October 1, Didcot: Nigel 
Mansell is confirmed as the 
Canon Williams number 
one driver for 1991, an an- 
nouncement ending weeks 
of rumours that he is to re- 
verse his decision to retire 
from Formula 1 at the end 
of this year. At the same 
time Riccardo Patrese is 
confirmed as Mansell’s 
teammate. “It always 
seemed to Williams that a 
Number One drive in a 
frontline team might help 
them to persuade him 
[Nigel] tochange hismind 
an official release states 
adding this comment from 
Frank Williams: ‘We 
very optimistic that Nig, 
and Riccardo, plus a re- 
newed push from Williams 
and Renault, will get us to 
the front next year.” 


October 2, Seville: Martin 
Donnelly continues his sta 
ble recovery from the mul- 
tiple injuries he suffered in 
his terrible accident duri 
first qualifying for the 
Spanish Grand PrixatJerez 
The Ulsterman is visited by 
his parents from Belfast in 
Seville’s Virgen de Rocio 
hospital 


October 3, Wymondham, 
Norfolk: Johnny Herbe 
reported to be on of 
tandby to take M 

liy’s e 


Donington 


October 4, London: Bernie 
dicates his in- 
to stop Grand Prix 
aying teams 
ach other in con- 
gotiations, ac- 
ports. The FIA 
nt says he will 
at Jean Alesi 
1990to happenagain. 


October 5, Paris: Erik Co- 
mas is announced as the 
umber two driver for 
alongside Thierry 
in 1991. Comas 
o-year deal to 
Lamborghini- 
ersin 1991 and 
ed cars for 
992. His arrival 
departure of | 
Nicola Larini, who 
move to the new 
a Lamborghini team 
Bernard and 
re-sign for 


use, still seek- 
for 1991 


October 5, Faenza, Italy; 
Gianni Morbidelli signs for 
the Minardi team with im- 
mediate effect and will Tace 
for them in the Japanese 
and Australian Grands 
Prix, and then alongside 
Pierluigi Martini in the 
Minardi Ferrari line-up 
next year. Morbidelli has a 
two-year contract which 
permits him to continue 
with his Ferrari testing ac- 
tivities. Heis alsonamed as 
Ferrari's reserve driverand 
the automatic replacement 
for Alain Prost or Jean Alesi 
should either be forced to 
miss a race. 


October 6, Estoril: Ayrton 
Senna finishes top of the 
timing lists after five days’ 
Goodyear testing in Portu- 
galusing Honda’snew V12 
engine. Mansell is second- 
quickest in his Ferrari, 
Riccardo Patrese next 
quickest for Williams 
Stefano Modena, in his first 
test run for Tyrrell, raises 
many eyebrows by finish: 
ing fourth-fastest ahead of 
Alain Prost’s Ferrar 
Alessandro Nannini> 
Benetton-Ford and the 5! 
tercarof Nelson Piquet,and 
Gerhard Berger in a VIO 
ned McLaren-Honda 
ser finishes the test with 
2 sore neck after a heavy 
r on the first day an4 
to Innsbruck for # 


heck-up 


October 7, Estoril: NiZ® 
Mansell wins his first 
’ the year for Ferrari att” 


» controve start ! 


montiri.am, 


Prost and allow the 
McLaren-Hondas of 
Ayrton Sennaand Gerhard 
Bergerinto the lead. “Itwas 
the worst start of my ca- 
reer”, says Mansell, ex- 
plaining thathe had severe 
wheelspin and the car 
nearlyspunaltogether. The 
result embitters Prost, who 
virtually concedes the 
world title to Senna and 
criticises the absence of 
Ferrari team orders. 


October 9, London: Martin 
Brundle, it is announced, 
will be number one driver 
for BrabhamYamaha in 
1991. “lam delighted to be 
returning to Formula 1 with 
Brabham” says the31-year- 
old English iam 
ork- 


engin 


October 10, Paris: The an 


rence of 


nual Ple 


member countries of 
ISA takes place. Deleg 


rom 70 n ber countries 


decisions c 


rove a 


Motor Sport Coun 


cil. Only onedisse ‘otes 
1g » special motion 
the CART 


Championship -the United 
States. Main decisions em- 
brace improved safety 
measures for Fl (seespecial 
feature in this issue of PE) 
and the removal of the 
Spanish GP from Jerez to 
Barcelona. The French 
round is also moved from 
Le Castellet to Magny- 
Cours. The full approved 
calendar is: Phoenix (March 
10), Interlagos (March 24), 
Imola (April 28), Monaco 
(May 12), Montreal (June 
2), Mexico 
ny-Cours 
Silverstone ( 
Hockenheim 
Hungaroring (4 


(June 16 


The 
France, 


vember 3) 
Canada 
and Spainareallcon 
subject to circuit inspec- 


tions. 


October 12, Siena, Italy: 
Benetton-Ford 
Alessandro N: 
part of his righ 
severel 
hand in a helicopter crast 
near his h Doctor 


tempt to sew back the sev- 
ered limb but refuse any 
prediction as to whether 
Nannini will be able to race 
again. Nannini, 31, had 
been enjoying his best sea- 
son in partnership with 
Nelson Piquet 


October 16, Wymondham: 
Johnny Herbert is con- 
firmed as replacement for 
Martin Donnelly in the 
Camel Lotus team for the 
Japanese and Australian 
Grands Prix. “Under the 
circumstances”, saysTeam 
Manager Rupert Man- 
waring, “I can’t think of a 
better driver or a more 
suitable substitute than 
Johnny. Any successhe gets 
will reflect directly on Mar- 
tin’s hard work during this 
season. 


October 21, Suzuka: The 
1990 World Championship 
title race ends even more 
acrimoniously than the 
previous year’s when 
Ayrton Senna‘s McLaren- 
Honda and Alain Prost’s 
Ferrari collide in the first 
corner and are both elimi- 
nated. Senna, nine points 
clear of Prost, had at- 
tempted to have his pole 


position moved from right 
to left of the track, failed, 
and stated afterwards the 
crash was one of the conse- 
quences. The bitterness of 
the quarrel between the two 
drivers resurfaces after 
their much-publicised 
Monza __ reconciliation. 
Meanwhile Roberto 
Moreno, drafted in as re- 
placement for Alessandro 
Nannini, takes part in the 
first 1-2 result for Benetton 
behind race-winner Nelson 
Piquet. It is Moreno’s best- 
ever finish, and Piquet’s 
first victory for three years. 


October 26, Milan: Piero 
Fusaro, vice-president of 
Fiat, says that Ferrari may 
withdraw from the World 
Championship next year 
(1991) if FISA fail to take 
satisfactory actionon safety 
and driver conduct follow- 
ing the Prost-Senna colli- 
sion in Suzuka. A letter is 
sent to Paris to the FIA 
president Jean-Marie 
Balestre demanding action. 
It followed - on the eve of 
the Australian Grand Prix 
when FISA announced the 
setting up ofaCommission 
of Inquiry into Safety 


here was a brief moment, dur- 
ing that period of confusing 
uncertainty over Nigel 
Mansell's future, when I 
thought he must be related to Mrs 
Mary Whitehouse. Agreed, itwas not 
something Nigel had talked about, 
and he had not dedicated a victory to 
this tireless campaigner for truth and 
decency, although at that point I felt 
she might receive the honour in the 
fullness of time and the absence of 
anyone else. Anyway, events had led 
me to believe that our boy and this 
sincere, if slightly batty, old lady had 
athing ortwoincommon. 

A coupleof yearsago, BBC Televi 
sion ran ‘The Singing Detective’, a 
serial written by Dennis Potter. Don’t 
ask me what it is about because I'm 
still not totally sure. It was mysterious, 
confusing, quite different to anything 
which had gone before, butvery funny 
in parts and entertaining in a strange 
sort of way 

The main character, played bril- 
liantly by Michael Gambon, suffered 
from psoriasis and the hospital scenes, 
some of which were humorously 
spiced with sexual innuendo, seemed 
to be continuously interspersed with 
shots of bare bottoms rising and fall- 
ing in some woodland glade. All of 
which sent Mrs Whitehouse off the 
clock. 

She launched a vigorous campaign 
against Potter, dismissing as a total 
irrelevance the fact that the writer 
suffered from psoriasis and therefore 
understood the suffering involved 
His work, according to Mrs 
Whitehouse, was pure smut of the 
most dreadful kind, 

Personally, | don’t agree, but any 
sympathy for Mrs W. went straight 
out the window the other week when 
she gave the most outrageous inter- 


Mansell - reunited with Sheridan Thynne 


THE 
MAURICE HAMILTON 
COLUMN 


view on Radio 4. Mrs Whitehouse 
attributed Dennis Potter's psoriasis 
to the fact that “asa child he had seen 
his mother having sex with a strange 
man in the grass” 

Mrs Potter,now 80-years-old, was 
upsetbysuchan outrageous statement 
and promptly sued. The BBC apolo- 
gised immediately and paid damages 
and costs. So where didNigel fit into 
all of this? f 

Well, Mrs Whitehousealso issued 
an apology, but qualified it with the 


explanation that she had suffered a 


“plackout” during the interviey, ,, 
was”, she said, “quite evident to ai 
one listening to the tape that this we . 
not the kind of remark I wouiq mare 
under normal circumstances and ft = 
I was not aware at the time that at 
was an inappropriate thing to say 1 

On July 15, Nigel Mansel calip, 
members of the press to the Pant 
motor home and told them he won 
retire atthe end of theseason. He sq é 
he wanted to put his wife and fami 
first; take a year’s sabbatical y 

That seemed reasonable enoy 

: igh. 
It had been a tiring day and he Was 
obviously and understandably deeply 
disappointed that a failure on his 
Ferrari had just cost him victory in th 
British Grand Prix. There was always 
the thought that he might change his 
mindalthough, at the time, heseemed 
genuine in his belief. He was to be 
admired for taking such a brave de- 
cision. 

Within days, the rumours had 
started and they gathered Pace with 
each succeeding race. Finally, eight 
weeks later at Monza, Mansell called 
together the British press once more 
and confirmed, quite categorically, 
that he would not be driving in For 
mula One in 1991. There had been 
offers, yes. But the rumours of a For- 
mula One comeback were not true 
And that was definite. 

The denials continued, even as 
Mansell left Jerez three weeks later 
and headed for the Isle of Man with 
Sheridan Thynne, the commercial 
director of Williams Grand Prix En- 
gineering, on board Nigel's private 
jet. 

The following day, at 1 p.m., the 
world was told that he had signed a 
contract to drive in Formula One in 
1991. Being charitable at the time, | 
couldonly assume that Nigel had su 
fered a Whitehouse Blackout during 
the preceding 11 weeks. 

Let me say straightaway thatlam 
delighted that Mansell will be racing 
next season. Given his penchant for 
generating news and driving with 
Such spirit, it can only be good for the 
Sport, Without him, I am quite sure 
the popularity of Grand Prix racing 
would have suffered. 

But the manner in which he hat 
dled his so-called retirement left a !0t 
to be desired. In the immediate afte™ 
Math of the Williams announcement 
itWasinteresting tonote thatthe news 
@ceived a mixed reaction from the 
Teens was openly hostile be 
BS ae sch quarte therecep 
rehash ‘ded and somewhat eat 
WHEE aut Perhaps, on the manne! by 
4 Gonfuass ress had been deflecte¢ 4 

ng campaign run by so™ 


jon 


one who appeared not to know what 
he was doing from one minute to the 
next. Why, though, go to the trouble 
of issuing such misleading state- 
ments? Why not simply make no 
comment? 

In fact, it now appears that Nigel 
really did intend to quit Formula 1 
right up to the moment the contract 
was signed on that Monday morning. 
The offer, apparently, was one he 
could not refuse. Hence the contra- 
dictory statements. 

But it seems strange, does it not, 
thatsuchamomentous decision made 
in July should be swayed all of a 
sudden by a wonderful offer. I mean, 
you are either going to retire or you 
are not. If there is the smidgeon of a 
possibility that an offer might turn 
your head, then don 'tsay anything in 
the first place. Or at least, not if you 
want to avoid upsetting members of 
the press who, believing and duti- 
fully reporting everything you say, 
then look totally stupid when a U- 
turn is cheerfully announced, 

For instance, it was galling for 
those reporters involved in Formula 
One to read the words of Stan Hey, 
the chief sportswriter of The Sunday 
Correspondent. 

“Mansell’s decision,” wrote Hey, 
“seems to have had many observers 
of the sport in a tizzy. And yet to an 
occasional visitor to the Formula One 
world, it was perhaps the least sur- 
prising move of the year.” 

Well, he would say that, wouldn't 
he? And, the trouble is, I can only 
agree with such a statement, made 
from afar. But had Stan Hey been 
caught in the thick of the melodrama 
at each race; had he been looked 
straight in the eye by the man in 
question and told Formula One was 
not on his programme for 1991, then 
Hey's views might have been differ- 
ent. For once, a little knowledge was 
the least dangerous thing 

Amorecompelling read, I thought, 
came courtesy of The Sunday Times. In 
it, Stirling Moss gave his views on 
Mansell’s decision. Recalling that 
Nigel had said he wished to put his 
family first, Moss wrote: “Remem- 
bering those words, it’s all the more 
difficult to understand why he has 
changed his mind. In his statement it 
says thathe himself isamazed that his 
decision has been reversed, which 
gives the impression he has been 
talked into it 

“| found that very worrying and 
hope this is not the case because the 
overriding reason for being a racing 
driver should surely be that you want 
to do it. And I do not like to believe 
that he originally announced his re- 


tirement in a fit of pique.” 

Having discussed the decision not 
to quit, Moss then moved on to 
Mansell’s driving talent and his abil- 
ity to push himself to the limit 

“1 have enormous admiration for 
Mansell because he can find so much 
within himself. Heisnota born driver 
like Jimmy Clark, but rather a self- 
made one like Graham Hill. He man- 
ages to screw himself up to a point 
where he can turn in remarkable per- 
formances. What I find less accept- 
able, though, is that he does not do it 
all the time - perhaps because the 
strain on him is so great that if his car 
is not spot on, he says to himself: 
‘Why should I give everything?’ 

”... It has always been easier for 
me,” Moss goes on, “to admire a racer 
than a driver and sometimes Nigel is 
a real racer, But sometimes, too, he is 
not, | think there is a huge difference 


in him when his adrenalin is running 
high-muchmore than in either Senna 
or Prost, who were born with their 
tremendous ability. These two are the 
best, but Mansell has flashes when he 
can match them.” 

Talk about damning with faint 
praise. It was interesting that Nigel 
should say nice things about Stirling 
at Estoril on the day when Mansell 
had scored his 16th GP win to equal 
Moss's total, I wonder if he continues 
to feel the same way after reading the 
great man’s forthright views? 

Certainly, Mansell seemed to run 
through his full repertoire of emo- 
tions in the Portuguese Grand Prix. 
Hecouldsensea much-needed winin 
hisnostrils and drove withall the flair 
and passion we have come to expect. 
Therewere theoccasional lapsesas he 
ran widehere and there, all dealt with 
in the usual thrilling manner. 


Victory in Portugal rekindled thy ll 


What proved more difficult to rec- 
oncile was his behaviour at the start 
as his car mysteriously lurched to- 
wards Alain Prost’s and allowed 
Ayrton Senna to sneak through the 
gap. And, if that tactic was curious, 
then his comparative lack of sympa- 
thy for Prost and effusive praise for 


consolation prize! 


icanon| 
wu Williams 


RENAULT 


Senna at the end of itall bordered on 
the absurd, 

Inamomentof pure frustration, it 
occurred to me in a flight of fancy that 
we needed Nigel to appear on that 
once celebrated quiz programme 
‘Take Your Pick’ 

If this pioneering piece of broad- 
casting was before your time, then let 
me explain that it was, in retrospect, 
one ofthe worstand, at thesametime, 
most compelling programmes of the 
day. The host, the late Michael Miles, 
was a big man who seemed to wear 
big suitsand put contestants through 
the dreaded ‘Yes-No interlude’. 
This involved Miles attempting to 
get the poor sod to say either Yes’ or 
‘No’. If they did, then a little man 
would bang on a 80ng to signal the 
end of game. Miles would give the 
HDA sek 10 shillings for their 

rouble and they would ¢ 5 
bus home. Succestul serge tits 
S applicants 
would attempt to win a Portable 
wireless, nylon stretch Covers for the 
settee ora luxury weekend in Paris or 
Blackpool. Like this:~ ’ 
Name tweuhiseaeyn te 
 justlike to say how 


pleased lamtobeonycurpros, 
2 ‘amme, 
Michael, and I would like, em” 


Miles: “Never mind th 
game! It is Nigel, isn‘tit 
Mansell: “Is... what, Michael>” 

Miles: “Your name... Nigel Mansell 


© play the 


that’s your name, isn’t it?” 
Mansell: ” You're trying to get me to 
say those two words, you rascal, Wel 
at this point in time, I’ve nothing to 
Say except I'd like to dedicate. a 
Miles: “You did say you'd retire. 
Mansell: “I did.” 
Miles: “Quite positive about that?” 
Mansell; “I am.” ‘ 
Miles: “Won't change your mind? 
Mansell: “I can state quite categori- 
cally that will not change my mind.’ 
Miles: “You're positive about that? 
Mansell: “Quite positive.” : 
Miles: “You didn’t say no, did you? 
Mansell: “I did not,” ; 
Miles: “You live on the Isle of Man? 
Mansell: “I do,” 
Miles: “And that’s where you are 80 
ing to retire to in 19917” 
Mansell; “} fa, ha, you you can’tcatch 
me out like that Michael,” 

ies (whispering): “Tell me, is Prost 
really a devious little sod?’ 
Mansell: “Yes! isis, 
BONG! 
Miles: “Sorry Nigel...” 
Mansell (mumbling: “I don’t ko" 
what came over me, I don’t normally 
ray things like that. | must have had 
blackout,” 
Miles: “Nevermind, Here’s your co" 
Solation prize - seven million qui“ 
and a drive with Williams-Renault 


B 
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could almost have dragged out 

last year’s Japanese Grand Prix 
report and had it reset, for once 
-again Suzuka acted as the 
springboard for yet another bout of 
acrimony in the happy little world 

of FI. Last year it was Prost, 65/35 
against Senna, who stole the show 
and the World Championship, This 
year only the names were changed 
to infuriate the innocent, and the 
innocent was Prost. 

At best, the overtaking move 
Senna tried to pull on him going 
into the first corner after the Start, 
was rash. At worst, we had had to 
wait a full year, minus 46 laps, to 
appreciate just how fiercely burned 
the Brazilian’s fire of frustration at 
being denied the 1989 title. 

_Ron Dennis spoke, not very con- 
vincingly, of “rough justice”, yet he 
was secretly as disappointed as any 
other racing enthusiast at a move 
from Senna that threw his entire 
credibility as a driver into fresh 
question. 

“There was never any change in 
his engine note,” said one incredul- 
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calmness magnified 
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something, hey?” 
Was no raving from the feat 
ut somehow his very call 
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others, and one to race for victories? 

Apart from anything else, no 
matter what he might think of me, ! 
can't believe he would risk his own 
safety in a fifth gear corner on the 
first lap of a Grand Prix, with the 
whole field behind us.” 

The potential consequences of 
Senna's action don’t bear thinking 
about, had either of them gone 
sideways, not been able to run into 
the sandtrap, and been hit 
amidships by even just one of the 23 
ae cars bearing down on them at 
F mph. What made Ayrton’s ac 
hep the more incredible was that 

le had seen for himself what hap- 

Pens when an Fl car goes wildly out 
of control when he went to the 
scene Of Martin Donnelly's accident 
) erez, | admired him 
Wag tndously for that, but Suzuk 

= Something very different. 
tholelZ28 balls out in fifth throug! 
hard th said Prost. “He hit me °° 
eae fe rear wing broke off insta" 
¥: Think about that.” 
Senne SYet entente cordiale he ad 
na had established in theif 


Prost takes his hat off to the new Champion. 


First for the first time in three years —and 


much publicised, and welcome, 
handshake at Monza, it was now 
irrevocably torn into little shreds, 
never again to be integrated. 

“1 have said to you before, he 
tries to represent himself to the 
world as a man he is not. That's it 
with him. He has no value.” 

“1 don’t give a damn what Prost 
says,” said Senna, and there was 
wary defensiveness in his tone de- 
spite his outward calm. 

“This is what the organisers 
wanted. It would have been okay if 
I had started from the clean side of 
the grid. 

What he referred to was his biting 
disappoinment that the JAF had 
turned down his pre-race meeting 
request to have pole position relo- 
cated to the left of the start, on the 
racing line which, by definition, 
was cleaner. It was a perfectly valid 
request, made for perfectly valid 
reasons. Why should a man risk his 
all for two days to take what should 
be the most advantageous position 
on the grid, only to be penalised 
because it is on the dirtier, and 

therefore less grippy, side of the 
road? But to use that as an excuse 
for what looked like a pure and 
simple bout of bad temper ten 


n headed the first Benetton 1-2. 


seconds into the start of the race, 
was to puncture the outer edge of 
the credibility envelope. 

Despite the superior punch of the 
Honda V10, Prost got better traction 
at the start and had the Ferrari 
clearly in front, swooping from the 
left-hand side on to the ideal racing 
line, when Senna thrust his car up 
the inside, over the kerbs, and hit it 
up the back. He was not alongside. 
After the inevitable contact both 
spun into the sandtrap and out of 
the race. With his demise went 
Prost’s last remaining chance of 
retaining his championship. 

“When we got to the first corner I 
saw a gap and he did not open the 
door,” said Senna. “Tactically 
speaking, Prost made a mistake, 
knowing I was going for the gap. I 
always do. Somebody who could 
not afford to take a chance, took 
one.” He was referring to Prost’s 
need to win at all costs if he was to 
stand any chance of winning the 
title in Adelaide. 

Yet surely, Senna had done to 
Prost what he had so outspokenly 
criticised Mansell for doing to him 
in Portugal last year. After that he 
had accused Mansell of risking both 
their lives 
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He didn’t see it quite that way. 
Instead, he spoke of Ferrari having 
the better car, of his ignorance of 
poetic justice. “I only know about 
psychological strength and the be- 
lief that you can do something. The 
Championship is about all of the 
year, about who has the most pole 
positions, the most wins, has led 
the most laps,” and his voice rose 
with passion as he did so. And then 
he dedicated the victory, hollow or 
tarnished as it may have been, and 
that gave the greatest insight. “This 
Championship is for all those who 
fought against me last year. It hurt 
me a lot, but for them it is a 


Was this the absolute 
creme de la creme of 
motorsport, or a 
demolition derby? 


demonstration of who the real 
champion is.” 

The entire episode left an after- 
taste that made 1989's seem like 
honey, and once again sank the 
credibility of the FIA Formula One 
World Championship in the eyes of 
the world. Was this the absolute 
creme de la creme of motorsport, or a 
demolition derby? It was more akin 
to Parramatta on a Frid. night 

There were, mercifully, one or 
two things that saved the Japanese 
GP, and it sorely needed saving, 
Last year Sandro Nannini scored his 
first — and what sadly seems will 
be his last — Grand Prix triumph 
once Senna had been displaced 
Benetton came back to Suzuka still 
shaken from the helicopter accident 
that had nearly killed him only days 
before. Came with Roberto Moreno 
standing in as partner to Nelson 
Piquet. Gerhard Berger had led 
comfortably from Nigel Mansell 
when the two leaders departed in 

such undignified manner at the 
start, but Berger was gone a lap 
later, sliding into the same sandtrap 
when he misjudged the cleanliness 
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‘Suzuki and Suzuka: made for each other? 


of the corner. It was an error he 
could ill have afforded, in a disastr- 
ous year which had seen him win 
nothing. 

Mansell then led, driving beauti- 
fully until a banzai restart after his 
lap 26 tyre stop banjaxed his Fer- 
rari’s transmission and put the final 
seal on his relationship with the 
team. 

Moreno could have been forgiven 
for making mistakes, such was the 
pressure he felt within his head all 
weekend. It was not easy being 
Promoted from the forgotten ranks 
of the prequalifiers to such an 


Wekasen favourite son inthe lan ofthe rising sun, 


elevated seat, yet he didn’t put a 
wheel wrong all weekend. Better 
still, he matched Nelson’s lap times 
throughout a race in which he had 
been obliged, after his race car 
stuttered momentarily on the 
warm-up lap, to race Nelson's 
spare. He did so superbly, and was 
clearly emotional at the post-race 
conference. 

It was that, as you can read in 
Maurice Hamilton’s feature else- 
where, that truly salvaged the race. 
Piquet, looking more tired perhaps 
than Moreno, wasa beaming victor, 
Moreno his friend and “younger 


4 
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brother” quick to praise the career- 
long help Piquet has given him. 

And then there was Aguri Suzu- 
ki, a brilliant third in a Larrousse 
Lola that proved more than a match 
for the understeering Williams Re- 
naults that Riccardo Patrese and 
Thierry Boutsen nursed into lack- 
lustre fourth and fifth places. 

The Japanese should have feted 
their hero on the podium, for he is 
without doubt, as we have said 
before, the best of their race ever to 
sit in an F1 car. And his result was 
the best ever achieved by a Japanese 
driver, let alone by a Larrousse Lola 
or its soon to be withdrawn Chrys- 
ler Lamborghini engine. 

Instead, their real applause was 
reserved for Satoru Nakajima, Tyr- 
rell’s sole representative after Jean 
Alesi withdrew following a neck- 
straining accident on Friday. Naka 
hunted down the strengthened 
Lotuses of Warwick and F1 returne 
Johnny Herbert, despite the gr 
with which both Britons conducted 
their awkward mounts, and came 
through to scoop the final point toa 
rapturous welcome. He may not be 
able to match Aguri for pace, but to 
the Japanese he is F1 

With Prost and Senna out the race 
had a curious “non-championship” 
feel to it, and the assorted Cos- 
worth-powered Dallaras, Minardis, 
Ligiers and Arrows that where left 
by the half distance mark did little 
to enliven it. In a kinder world 
either of the Lotuses might have 
been allowed the luxury of a cham- 
pionship point, but broke instead, 
Warwick, unable to resist Suzuki's 
better handling Lola, finally retired 
when his gearbox broke for the 
second race in succession, while 
Herbert's engine quit after he had 
given another demonstration of his 
right to a full time F1 seat 

‘After this race last year FISA, in 
the form of the mercurial Jean- 
Marie Balestre, waged its sudden 
and justified war against Ayrton 
Senna when he and McLaren 
sought to have their “victory” rein: 
stated. This time round Balestre, 
like Bernie Ecclestone, had given 
Suzuka a miss. Though he called 
every French television station to 
express his dismay, Monsieur le 

President did not elect to take 
further action. 

Perhaps he and Bernie did the 
right thing not to attend. Converse- 
ly, aged and ailing Sochiro Honda 
was present to see his cars win, Like 
many who witnessed that first cor- 
ner debacle, he went away dis- 
appointed and disillusioned. 


This may be what did the damage 


Moreno didn’t put a 
wheel wrong all 
weekend 


an) 


Johnny Herbert returned to 
Grand Prix racing in Suzuka 
as the Camel Lotus deputy for 
his injured friend Martin Don- 
nelly. Herbert had not driven 
a Formula One car since a test 
session at Monza in August, 
but he was keen to impress. 
Timothy Collings reports. 


i his year, I have been 
driving in Japan in 
Group C and Formula 


3000. I needed to get lots 
of mileage behind me and it has 
been ideal for that. It also meant | 
had a chance to get to know the 
circuit here at Suzuka. 

“On the other hand, I had not 
driven the Lotus since the testing at 
Monza in August and so I had a lot 
of work to do to familiarise myself 
with it again. j 

“That was the main job on Friday 
but it still felt really good to be back 
in a Grand Prix car again. I was a bit 
unlucky in the morning because my 
race car stopped out on the track 
with an electrical problem and I had 
to walk all the way back to the pits. I 
lost a lot of time with that. 

“But it was a bit of good luck too 
though because I had the chance to 
switch to the spare car and I felt 
much happier in that than the race 
car. It felt much better. I started to 
really feel part of the car — not just 
a passengerin it. 

“My race car just didn’t seem to 
have as much grip as the spare car, 
so I concentrated on setting that 
during final qualifying by using one 
set of race tyres and then just one 
run on qualifiers. 

“It went okay and it felt good, but 
Talso felt 1 needed more time to get 
used to it — especially getting used 
to the brakes again.” 

In the opening free session, John- 
ny clocked 1:46.569 to finish up 25th 
quickest, In the afternoon, he im- 
proved and clocked 1;43.111 to fin- 
ish up 15th on the provisional grid, 

“I talked to Derek, of course, and 
he gave me some help, but he 
didn’t let me know all the tweaks 
You can’t expect him to really. He is 
a racing driver too, I know I feel a 
lot fitter than the last time I drove in 
Formula One and all the talk about 
my accident at Brands Hatch in 1988 
and the injuries is really in the past 
now, 

“The circuit is pretty slippery 
off-line. It seems a lot more slippery 
than usual, as I remember it. | 
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suppose a lot of the reason for that 
is that there was no pre-qualifying 
session to clean it up.” : 

On Saturday, Johnny’s hard work 
on Friday paid off and he turned in 
another impressive day's work to 
finish up 15th on the grid, just three 
places down from team-mate War- 
wick, in spite of one incident in the 
afternoon when he cut off the 
enemies Suzuka chicane, 

was still gettin se 
everything again cs it Hee Be 
improvement on Friday. My second 
set of qualifying tyres blistered ear! 
and in the last corner before the a 


of the lap the car started snaking 
really badly as the rear tyres joa 
Brip. I had to ease off, otherwiee 


that lap might have 
forty 
“AL the chicane, [ j i 
‘ane, I just misge 
braking — and missed it. | aay 
Pelt across the sandtrap and ate 
He pees ede They pulled me ffs 
it and I got a warnin 
har in Formula 3000 too : Saat 
ly : i same thing, They disqualitie, i 
me then so I knew | wouldn't a 
Se anyway, It was a mist ee 
e warm-up on Sunday : 
ing was all right, T did seo 
a a 


been a high 


ten-lap run I think 

and 
It went quite wel] ale “Th Rok 
was a bit Ate 


inconclusive 

Ve 4 nelus because 
‘ eens Was going out on fresh 
:Yres and some people Were th : 
ing in the odd lap, pak 
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finishing about sixth or eighth, Th 
surface of the track was a lot clean 
on Sunday morning. The first ce 
ple of laps were a bit slippery and 
then once the rubber went down jt 
was a lot better and quicker, 

“These two races have given meq 
good opportunity of showing well i 
know a lot of people still talk about 


There is a real buzz 
about coming back 
to F1 


my feet but as far as am concemed 
they are 100 per cent now but I have 
got to prove it with results really 
and I think if I can do it in the last 
two races this year then it should 
hopefully be enough, 

“That is the major thing. I did the 
test, but afterwards it was quickly 
forgotten. I had no worries about 
the car at all. You don’t ask about 
safety. Martin’s crash was just a 
freak accident. When you crash itall 
depends what angle you hit at — if 
you hit head-on you could be all 
right, When I had mine, I was lucky 
with the angle. And it was the same 
with Martin and he got thrown out 
of the car, : 

“The more I’ve got used to the cat 
the more confidence I've had and 
the more animal I get! There is a real 
buzz about coming back to Fl. The 
whole atmosphere is good. I'd for 
gotten how good it was. Especially 
ere, the Japanese are so enthusias- 
ic, I really enjoy it.” 

a Sarg race was full of promise 
Se starting 15th he reached 
Ua Ma the end of the opening lap 
three Mey eae Soa a a 
her eee fore pitting for tyre 

“The car was quite as 

“ ‘as quite good. I Ww 
Peee thy tyres to ane them last 
iy sr ng as possible, Unfortunate 
cae fu light started to flash 
Pen 25 and then the engine 
sane all of a sudden on lap 32 
ie ee Was it. It was a bit frustrat 

i ut at least I have still gt 
Stralia to look forward to.” 


Mansell confident about Canon Williams 
Nigel Mansell revealed he will be 
supplied with two cars at all races 
and all testing next year when he 
returns to his former Canon Wil- 
liams team. Speaking at the Marl- 
boro press conference on the eve of 
opening qualifying, he said he had 
great faith in the team’s ability to 
create and service a championship 
challenger for 1991. “Frank Wil- 
liams and Patrick Head convinced 
me that we will be able to go for a 
world championship next year. Not 
only that, but for the first time in 
my career | will have a spare car at 
ali racing and testing. This is an 
opportunity I have never had before 
and together with what Renault 
have promised is what made me 
review the whole situation (about 
retiring).” 


. -.and pledges support for Prost 

“1 am working, for Ferrari and for 
Alain this weekend and in Australia 
if necessary,” said Mansell. “If 1 am 
in first place and he is second with a 
few laps to go, I will let him 
through. No problem. | am no 
threat to him this weekend 


Larrousse switch to Ford-Hart engines 
Espo Larrousse Fl announced they 
will be using Brian Hart-prepared 
Ford V8 engines in 1991 when their 
drivers will be Eric Bernard of 
France and Japanese Aguri Suzuki. 
The team said the Hart deal was 
exclusive to them, Hart having 
switched over from Tyrrell who will 
be using Honda V10 power next 
year. Larousse have been powered 
by Lamborghini V12s in 1990. 


AT THE 
TRACKSIDE 


Arrows change name but keep drivers 
Footwork Arrows announced on 
Friday that they were to change 
their name in 1991 to Footwork 
Porsche. The team said they were 
keeping Italians Michele Alboreto 
and Alex Caffi as their drivers with 
the Porsche V12 engine. The team 
had been known as Arrows for the 
last 12 years. 


Alesi explains his switch to Ferrari 

Jean Alesi provided the first news of 
the weekend with a frank explana- 
tion of why he rejected Canon 
Williams and left Tyrrell for Ferrari. 
The young Frenchman said he had 
signed for Williams at the beginning, 
of this year for 1991 and 1992 and 
the announcement was due to be 
made at the French Grand Prix. 
After Phoenix and Monte Carlo, he 
said, Frank Williams told him he 
wanted to change the contract. “I 
waited to see this contract, but I 
never had it,” said Alesi. “And after 
the French Grand Prix he said 
nothing to me.” Alesi explained 
that he had learned of Williams’ 
pursuit of Senna and had been 
puzzled by it as Williams had, in the 
first contract, signed him as “first 
driver with the T-car all season . . . 1 
knew Senna was not going to Wil- 
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liams as the number two and with 
no T-car.” Alesi said he felt this 
meant he was out and he therefore 
went and spoke to Williams again. 
“I said look, you gave me a contract, 
but only to block me. You don’t 
want me very much.” Williams 
asked him to wait, said Alesi, but he 
told him: “I will never drive for you. 
So then I talked to Ferrari and they 
gave me a contract.” Looking ahead 
to next year at Ferrari, he said: “I 
will learn quickly. It is not a place 
for a debutant, but Alain Prost is 
there with all his experience and I 
hope to have a very good rela- 
tionship with him. At this moment! 
am not number two nor also num- 
ber one (at Ferrari). He is a driver 
who has a chance to win the 
championship and I will help. It will 
be my second full year and | will be 
happy to be open and listen to Alain 
in the team.” Alesi was unable to 
dnive in Saturday qualifying or Sun- 
day’s race because of a neck injury 
after crashing on Friday afternoon. 


Three new faces in new places 

Roberto Moreno was named as 
Benetton Ford’s replacement for the 
injured Alessandro Nannini, who 
was severely injured in a helicopter 
crash the previous week. His 
nomination and move from Euro- 
Brun meant the Italian team did not 
enter. Nor did Life Racing which 
resulted in the routine Friday morn- 
ing pre-qualifying session being cal- 
led off, all the entrants taking part 
in the opening sessions. On Satur- 
day, Moreno was named to drive 
for Benetton in Australia thus join- 
ing Johnny Herbert as a two-race 
deputy. The Englishman was called 
in by Camel Lotus for Japan and 
Australia as replacement for Martin 
Donnelly, who was severely injured 
in Spain, Italian Gianni Morbidelli, 
the Ferrari test driver, made his 
debut with Minardi after signing to 
replace Paolo Barilla for the last two 
races of 1990 and next year. 


Compiled by Timothy Collings. 


Circuit length: 3.641 miles/5.859 km 
Race distance: 53 laps (192.957 miles/310.527 km) 


1990 FORMULA ONE 
GRAND PRIX 
RACE No. FIFTEEN 


SUZUKA 
JAPAN 


21 OCTOBER 1990 


DRIVERS’ WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


FUJI TELEVISION 
\PANESE GRAND PRIX 
JZUKA 


10 van Cape 
Roberta Mone 
Agutt s 
13 Er 


CONSTRUCTORS 
WORLD wn Fa ae: 


Ayrton Senna 
MeL. aroe Honky MP 


1,36.996 


CHAMPIONSHIP Berge 120018 og Nigel Manse 1,37,719 
nn . Ferra tat 
Pos | & cad 1406 5 Thierry Boutsen 1.39.324 
: : 140.069 29 pie a 
3 rp - 1asm y ° Riccardo Patroso 1.40,355 
4 Willams " Piortuiol tdarte a . 
5 Tyrell f ee 140699 23 oy rl ‘ose 
7 ‘eytan House — — 141033 46 19 Derek Warwick 1.41024 
8 Lotus 3 deh =e (Ol abu prcs 1.27 
9 cl 2 =a ater 141.558 4g. 9 Sétloru Nakajna 141.078 
2 may A Spat Ford 019 
Ene Be 
edd ye » A109 29 45 Mauricio Gugetmin 141,698 
(too Nase da Cis 
Exmanuele Pir 
_— 142361 gy 79 Moola Lavan 142,339 
Philippe Al Aestprnieried 
pate ll 142543 gg 74 Gianni Morbiders 142.364 
Med bord Wimp 
avid Brabhan 
pind —. 143.156 0 7 8 Statano 142617 
Michete Al 3 “enced 
omer Maaane g 10 Alex Cat 143.270 
ny 
22 Andrea de Cosas 1.43.60! 
Cate Ford Bes 1p) 


HCY meso 


20 


Pos. Driver No Mae Car (aps TimesReetirement 

1M Piquer 20 Bra Benton Fert (i) 3 1:34.30.82 

2 A. Moreno 19 Bre — Benetton-Ford (i) $9 1:34,44.047 

A, Suukl 10 Jap Larrousse-Lambarghini(G) = 53 #:34.50.299 

4 A Patrose 6 ite Wiliarns- Renault 06) 53 1:35,13.082 

§ T. Boutsan 5 Bo Wliaris- ama (6) 53 :36.23.708 

6S. Nakajima 3 Jap Tyre. Foret (P) 83 1:36.40.174 

Ni. Lavin 25 ite = Ligier Fort (Gp 2 

8 P Martine 3 Ite Minara-Fore () 52 

9 A Cam 10 ite Arvowe-Fored (6) 52 

10. Alliot 26 Fre — Ugher-Fore (6) 52 

RD. Warwick 1 GB Lotus-Lamborghint (Gp 38 Gearbox 

RJ. Marbert 12 GB Lotus-Lamtoeghint Gi 31 Engine 

RM Alborete > ta Arrows-Ford (6) 28 Engne 

RN. Mansel 2 GB Forrari (Gy 26 Broken drivestatt 

REP 21 tte = Dallarn-Ford (P) 24 Engne 

R €.Bemard 29 Fra —Larrounge-Lambarghini(G) 24 Engi few 

RG.Morbidellt = 24 Ita MinardioFeet (P) 18 Soun 

Rt Capelli 16 Itt Laytory Honusee- Jeet (6) 16 Engine 

R 2 ita —‘Dallara-Ford (P) 13 Sou Wieeiuend when the balloon went up 
A -M.Gugelmin = 15 Bra Leyton Housim- Jt (6) S Engine 

RD. Brabham 7 Aus — Brabharn>Judel 2 Spun 

RG. Berger 28 Aut — McLaren Honda (Gp Spur 

RA. Senna 27 Bra McLaronHondia (Gp © Acextent wth Prost Fastest Lag Parone (6) Lap 40 
RA Prost t Fra Ferrari Accident with Serene $44 753, 125,742 mph/202 288 km 
AS. Modena 8 tt Brabham-Judet ) @  Aceidont wits Adio See = Pe 


ON QUALIFIERS 


© Senna’s second World Championshi titte and Stst 
pole, 


‘ASTEST LAPS 


Tine 
10. 1.45.11 12, 1.46.46 ‘ethical a Taare 
a b Biyis— - 6S ford 144.281 
a ere sm, inet 
61 ax 2 AB. . tively 
5. 1.45.706 29, 147.516 
148.007 24, 1.46.65 eee Saye eas | © Geter otzoee na one ™ 
46,68) 16, 1,48,095 Champion i 1987. © Targets ree car experienced engine problems 
146.80) 2. 140.761 18d bes spare, Wansneewon problems 
D 146.648 1, LAgart © Suzuki's best finan and first Japanese driver to be (© bras as vied i an accent whist tng to 
16 7. 154765 on roatrum. md Geaet'ssgmig car 


2, 1.40.79 (© Gachot has clutch problems and lack of testing 


© Next round: Australian GP, Adetaide, Moweenber 
4th, 


PREQUALIFYING 


a Prequaiityng took place ae Ewotirun and Lite cd 


aot go Wo Japan. 
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Championship Grand Prix cel- 

»  ebrations (so carefully and effec- 

tively put into operation by the Aus- 

tralians) should be tainted by the 
rancour of Suzuka, 

Unfair, too, since the Aussies for 
the second year running had seen the 
Japanese GP not only steal their lime- 
light by settling the championship 
dispute prematurely, but also intro- 
duce the sort of bad feeling the sport 
can probably get by without. Okay, 
the local papers were able to fan up a 
lot of ‘Grudge Race’ copy, but it was 
an unhappy circumstance that what 
should have been one long celebra- 
tion of the genre Grand Prix should be 
backdropped by backbiting. 

Itallbegan early, themoment Prost 
and Senna hit town. The latter landed 
running, holding a Thursday after- 
noon press conference in which he 
told the world, of Prost, “He makes 
me laugh. He hascomplained so much 
since 1988, about me, about Honda, 

about McLaren. Then this year about 
Goodyear, about his own team’s 


twas sad, ina way, the manner in 
which so much of the 500th World 


22 


David Tremayne 


management, about Berger, abi 
Me about his own hese ants ci 
enna wasn’t laughing so mi 
when Jackie Stewart irene He 
later thatday for television, and posed 
some rather fundamental questions 
about the Suzuka affair. He nearl 
walked outthen, and ater wasprofang 
in his attack on Stewart and his inter- 
viewing techniques when the two m, t 
by ee in the McLaren pit 
__ There isno doubt that Ayrt 
lieves he was the aggrieved part a 
ee He believes totally everything 
be says,” said Stewart. “But so did 
litler, Alain should have blocked th 
poaereut ese accepted the sortof 
v at anyone else {: ii 
history would have had "i zi oct 
Gon soi eNse to 
Tt wasn’t funny 
y last year i 
aes neuen, his Sa as ieee a4 
eC elp in the forthcoming ¢ 
against FISA, And by the ae 
it wasn’t funny this year seeing how 


cowed and depressed Prost seemed. 
The humiliation of proud, talented 
men neveris, From the innocent party 
of Suzuka, Alain found a load of gul- 
lible journalists swayed by the per 
Suasiveness of Senna’s rhetoric. 
Somehow, from being the man into 
whom somebody had driven a fort 
night earlier, he had become the cul- 
prit, He shouldn't have left a gap for 
Senna to drive into, never mind that 
the gap plain wasn’ tbig enough in the 
first place... 
‘ Senna won the war of words as 
errari denied Prost the right of reply, 
and Alain himself decided thatenough 
Was enough. From hereon in he wast 
£08 tounload himself only to haveit 
peo back in his unhappy face. 
ae n track, Senna won everything 
eens it qualifying by becoming the 
ieee to lap the Adelaide track in 
iene a Im 16s, and he looked set for 
= th victory of his career when the 
ies lights came on in weather that 
ao far cry from the 1989 monsoo” 
* ee have appreciated the irony 
trim gedualling Stewart's tally of G 
Phs, but we were denied the if” 


r 


triguing prospect of the victor refus- 
ing to be interviewed for Channel 9 by 
JYSwho, insucha situation, was quite 
happily prepared to tell the Austral- 
ian continent just why the winner 
wasn’t going to talk to it... 

It went wrong for Ayrton on lap 
62, but the seeds had already been 
sown thanks to the relentless pressure 
under which an ebullient Mansell had 
placed him in the early going, From 
third on the grid the Briton jumped 
past frontrow-man Berger on the sec- 
ond lap when Gerhard accidentally 
switched off his ignition as he tried to 
alter his fuel mixture control, and the 
way he kept Ayrton on histoes obliged 
the Brazilian to juggle with his brake 
balance to keep the McLaren in good 
enough shape togo the whole distance. 
When the balance went too far to the 
back Ayrton began having to slow the 
MP4/5B on the gearbox, and though 
Mansell’s challenge evaporated, the 
damage had been done. 


"Ah, Piquet. What a 
changed man the 
victor of Suzuka is 

these days, now that 
he has started trying 
again." 


On lap 62 Senna fished for second 
gear and got only neutral, and there 
was nothing to do but steer off the 
road and into the tyres. His dominat- 
ing drive - a marvel in difficult cir- 
cumstances - was over. 

When he'd been very close to the 
McLaren Mansell’s brakes had been 
starved of cooling air and, with his 
tyres, began to go off, but when this 
happened just before his planned stop 
for fresh Goodyears he was obliged to 
keep going for two more laps so the 
tyre warming blanketsin the pit could 
do their work. By the time he came in 
Nelson Piquet had deprived him of 
second place. 

Ah, Piquet. What a changed man 
the victor of Suzuka is these days,now 
that he has started trying again. All 
weekend he looked in good shape, 
and as he went to the line he was 
secretly delighted with the Benetton’s 
behaviourinthe morning warm-up. It 
felt good on full tanks, and indeed it 
was good enough to take him past 
both Berger and Prostearly on, and w 
to Mansell’s Ferrari when Nigel struc! 
trouble, 


Not the heights David Brabham hoped to reach! 


Berger - no hot shoe at the end of a fruitless season 


Senna was way up the road, 26s to 
the good when he went off,and there- 
after Nelson seemed to have it made, 
with a 10s cushion to Prost, The 
Frenchman might have all manner of 
problems, both personal and profes- 
sional, to contend with, but I have 
never seen it reflected in his driving. 
In Adelaide he was his usual flowing, 
stylish self as gradually he closed on 
the B190. He wasn’t running as much 
downforce as Mansell, however, and 
had also opted for slightly thinner 
brake discs. As they began to lose their 
efficiency towards the end, his chal- 
lenge was stymied and it was Mansell 
who came rocketing up on to his tail 
and then swept ahead after a series of 
hot laps. The hobby bobby was going 
for it, blue light aflashing. 


Henearly made it, too, Might well 
have if he had been able to exercise 
greater control over his emotions once 
he had lapped Olivier Grouillard’s 
tardy Osella on lap 69. Instead he 
weaved and waved his fist at the 
Frenchman - who later revealed that 
he was singularly unimpressed with 
such behaviour with some pithy 
comments-and lostfourseconds. Back 
he came on the attack, though, and 
going into the final lap hemadea do or 
die lunge past Stefano Modena’s 
lapped Brabham at the end, appro- 
priately enough, of Brabham Straight. 
Itsuccessfully took him past the BT59 
in a dramatic swoop across its bows, 
and damn nearly took him into the 
Benetton’s gearbox, butit wasn't quite 
enough, Piquet was the master ei this L 
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particular situation and roared home 
for Benetton’s fourth GP triumph. It 
was his 22nd, and his first back-to- 
back since Hockenheim and Hun 
in his 1987 Williams championship 
year. 

What if the race had been a few 
laps longer? Nelson simply rolled his 
eyes dramatically. “No way could I 
have kept him off that long! I was 
absolutely on the limit.” 

It was a clean, well judged and 
deserved win. 

Others, besides the yardstick 
Senna, didn’t get their just deserts 
Prost had to be content with third 
which brought him to within seven 
points of Senna’s championship-win- 
ning tally of 78, while Berger limped 


Welcome back, Nel 


the second McLaren home fourth, 
agonised by the same sort of right foot 
nerve pain that had hampered him at 
San Marino. Adelaide rounded off 
what has, for the likeable Austrian, 
been a truly disappointing year. 

Inhislastrace for Williams Thierry 
Boutsen acklustre fifth from 
team-mate Riccardo Patrese, who had 
run ahead of him until a dramatic 
slide flat-spotted his tyres when he 
had to avoid Gianni Morbidelli’s 
troubled Minardi in the first chicane 
on lap 21 

After sparkling 
allthroughqua 


- and spinning! - 
qualifying, Jean Alesis last 
outing for Tyrrell reaped only eighth 
place behind Moreno, the Frenchi 
troubled for the final20 laps 


uman 
by cramp 


in his right foot. Roberto, desperately 
hoping to be retained by Benetton in 
1991, impressed greatly in qualifying 
but was doomed to a tyre stop by 
running too little downforce and thus 
chewing up his first set of Goodyears 

Neither of the awful Lotus 102s 
finished, as if that was anything unex- 
pected. In his last GP for the foresee. 
able future, poor old Derek Warwick 
drovemightily torunas highaseighth 
by lap 22, only to have his torsionally 
irrigid gearbox casing start its usual 
flexing routine and chew u p the inter- 
nals by lap 44. Team-mate Johnny 
Herbert again showed he should bein 
Fl fulltime, and was up to 10th when 
his clutch failed. The Larrousses, by 
contrast, were in appalling state in 
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Australia, plagued by mechanicaland 
handling problems in qualifying and 
then sidelined by transmission fail- 
ures early on. The Leyton Houses also 
bit the dust, with Capelli’s predictable 
early charge blighted by a sticking 
throttle and Gugelmin’s pursuit of 
Herbert terminated by brake failure 

Martini brought his Minardi home 
ninth despite its usual cracked exhaust, 
while Guy Ligier probably smiled 
when Larini and Alliot kept their cars 
off the walls all weekend and netted 
10th and 11th slots. Beppe Lucchini 
breathed a sigh of relief as Andrea de 
Cesaris drove his last race for Scuderia 
Italia, his off in Japan having been the 
last straw for the Italian. For 1991 JJ 
Lehto will partner Emanuele Pirro, 
who succumbed to engine failure. 

Thankfully, the battle between 
Piquet and Mansell broughtsome rac- 
ing credibility back to Fl, and in truth 
it was a damn good race, witha lot of 
interesting battles at various stages. 
And it was run without acrimony, 
evenif much had preceded it. That, F1 
also needed 

The 500th GP was one hell of a lot 
different to the first, backatSilverstone 
on May 131950, and one can but hope 
it might prove something of a water 
shed. During qualifying FISA officially 
announced its intention to set up a 
Special Commission of Inquiry for 
Safety, effectively to police driving 
standardsas wellas general standards 
of organisation and control. It will 
begin by examining events in the 1990 
championship - do I detect potential 
for another winter of sudden discon- 
tent and bombshell news? - and tak 
ing appropriate action against those 
deemed to be guilty of questionable 
behaviour 

Betting on past hands may not be 
the answer, but the real impact of the 
commission, assuming it is properly 
staffed, will be seen in 1991. The way 
thingsarethesedaysinthe bastardised 
sport of FI, it is long overdue re 


Roberto Moreno scored a su- 
perb six points in second place 
in his first outing with Benetton 
as Alessandro Nannini’s re- 
placement in Japan. The Aus- 
tralian Grand Prix presented his 
last opportunity to claima drive 
in the team for 1991. Timothy 
Collings reports 


44 n the one hand, I feel 
sad about taking this 
drive because of 
Alessandro Nannini. 


But on the other hand I know it is the 
opportunity I have always been look- 
ing for. Atlast,I feellam therightman 
in the right team in theright car at the 
right moment... have settled in very 
quickly with the team and they have 
made me feel really athome. Every- 
one has been fantastic and I was really 
looking forward to the race. 

“Before the start, I did not even 
think about next year. That is some- 
thing | will worry about when I get 
back to Europe. I knew the less I had 
onmy mind the better job I would do. 
I know too that I am not exactly 100 
per cent fit mentally or physically for 
this sort of job yet. But I am keen to 
work on that during the winter. I feel 
really motivated again. 

“After driving for Eurobrun it is 
nice to bein a team where [ knowl am 
only expected to be a driver and to 
concentrate on that. And of course it 
has been wonderful to work with my 
friend Nelson Piquet. He has so much 
experienceand has taughtmeso much 
Iam very grateful to him.” 

On Friday, Roberto showed his 
gratitude by finishing seventh-fastest 
behind Nelson in the morning free 
session and then repeating the posi- 
tion while Nelson slipped to ninth in 
the afternoon. “I rana set of race tyres 
first because I wanted to get used toa 
new set-up on my car,” said Roberto 
“Tt was one which had been decided 
on after Nelson had tried various set- 
ups in the morning, After a small ad- 
justment to the frontofthecar, Iputon 
the qualifiers and got a clean lap - not 
a fantastic one, but quite good. When 
Ileft the pits, there wasoilin the Esses 
and I could have gone a bit faster on 
my quick lap. I wasn’t sure whether 
the oil would have dried by the time I 
got back to the Esses. 

° “On Saturday, I used the race car 
after finding a good set-up in the 
morning but my first run on qualifiers 
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was spoiled by locking front brakes 
and I made two mistakes, When | 
camein, an oil leak wasdiscoy; 
I switched to the T-car. I use 


ered, so 


id the f 
again to check the set-up and! a 


happy with it. When 
second set of casio eee me 
not So good - partly myself and ae 
problems with traffic. | tried anol z 
lap - but the tyres were gone bef | 
the finish. Iwaseighthon the gridanq 
Neleon Was seventh.” gaa 
‘oberto was disappointed wi 
race day, “I felt eon aes aI 
warm-up but I knew I had not di i 
enough laps. I used a set of C's and 
set ofD s, but they gave mealmost th : 
same time. So, in the end, | used Ds 
like everyone else in therace.l thing 
should have taken more downy! 
and tried to save the tyres es The 
y . The 


setting of my car wasn’t really right 
Nelson opted fora bit more downforce 
and I think he was right. It was his 
*xperience paying off again. He save 
his tyres, but I was slipping and slid- 
ing around too much. It was much 
better after I changed to another set 
but by then it was just a case of goins 
thedistanceand keeping thecaron the 
tack. [had no problems except I just 
Wasn't quick enough. It was a 004 
Pit-stop, 
“Thad no tealincidentsatall. It w®5 
Just one of those races when I had '© 
ap going and hoping. The two races 
eae elson have been a great expel! : 
neat came: Now Lam just hoping fo! 
aye at and planning to work har’ 
a me Some possibilities - but I canne 
Y any more here today.” 


AT THE 


TRACKSIDE | Wa 


Fisa announce Safety Probe 

The International Motor Sports Fed- 
eration (FISA) launched a retrospective 
probe intosafety on theeveof the race. 
From its headquarters in Paris, FISA 
issued a statement which caused a stir 
in the Adelaide Parklands paddock, 
initially prompting suggestions that it 
was attempting to take disciplinary 
action against Ayrton Senna following 
his collision with Alain Prost at the 
Japanese Grand Prix. 

The statement “During the 
past few months, Formula One races 
have been the scene of numerous ac- 
cidents and accidents in whichseveral 
drivers have been involved. Asa result 
of the evolution of the techniques and 
the behaviour of certain participants, 
theimage of the World Championship, 
which ought to set an example for 
Motor Sport, has deteriorated, 

“In order to re-establish this image 
quickly and efficiently, the President 
of the FISA has decided to create a 
Special Commission of Inquiry for 
Safety. This Commission, the line-up 
of which will be announced shortly, 
will have full authority to examine 
documents and evidence concerning 
the 16 Grands Prix of the 1990 season. 

“Its job will be to establish objec- 
tively each person's responsibilities. 
The Commission's conclusions, which 
it will submit before the end of this 
year, will make it possible to judge the 
capacity of all the parties involved in 
the Formula One Championship: Or- 
ganisers, Stewards, Officials, Teams 
and Drivers. 

“The Commission will propose 
new texts to modify the regulations as 
from 1991 in order to improve the 
running of the Championship. It is 
according to the conclusions reached 
by the Commission that the FISA will 
or will not issue the Super Licences 
allowing license-holders to participate 
in the 1991 FIA Formula One World 
Championship.” 


Stewart prepared to serve 

Former three-times world champion 
Jackie Stewart was quickly in thenews 
In Adelaide as a television commen- 


tator, hesaid he was prepared to serve 
onthenew Commission and criticised 
Senna for the number of accidents the 
Brazilian has been involved in during 
recent years. “I'm not looking for a 
job,” said Stewart. “But when a job of 
this sort comes along and it is some- 
thing which | feel very strongly about, 
then I have to say I would doit. 

"Lreally feel itis the time foractions 
and not words. It they (FISA) choose 
the right people then it could have a 
impact on the sport.” 

Referring to the Suzuka accident 
involving Prost and Senna which 
sparked off the new controversy, 
Stewart said: “You never winaraceon 
the first corner. But you can often lose 
a race on the first corner. If I had been 
inthatsituation (Prost’s), | would have 
blocked that corner. I think Prost 
thought he was far enough ahead to 
use the racing line and that is why he 
moved to the left going into that fast 
fifth gear corner. He was wrong, But 
don’t get me wrong. I’mnot saying it’s 
Prost’s fault or Senna’s fault. It was a 
racingaccident. But Prost was walking, 
where angels fear to tread,” 

About Senna, he said: “I could 
counton one hand the number of major 
collisions I had when I was racing, 
We've all won a couple of World 
Championships,and wealldrove hard 
- Clark, Lauda, Brabham....If it is the 
same drivers who are constantly 
making contact, it is no coincidence.” 


Herbert hoping to stay with Lotus 

After two outings in Japan and Aus- 
tralia, Johnny Herbert said he hoped 
to remain with the Lotus team in 1991 
when, he said, he was confident they 
would be able to compete strongly 
again in the world championship. 
“This is a great team. A classic name 
and a team with great history. I feel 
very confident they will be back with 
a new budget next year and I want to 
be part of it.” Team manager Rupert 
Manwaring said he believed 100 per 
cent that the team would survive intact 
despite the loss of Camel backing for 
next year. “There are three major 
patties interested in being involved 
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and Iam sure something will happen 
soon. But I cannot tell you what.” 


Prost silent on rumoured retirement 

Alain Prost kept a resounding silence 
on his future all weekend, fuelling 
rumours that he was considering re- 
tiring from Formula One after a dec- 
ade at the top. He was also repri- 
manded by the stewards for walking 
out of the drivers’ pre-race briefing 
and then failing to turn up for the 
traditional drivers’ photographs. 


Last Grand Prix for Derek Warwick? 
Derek Warwick drove the last Grand 
Prix of his Fl career in Adelaide... or 
did he? The 36-year-old Camel Lotus 
drivermovesintosportscarracing next 
season, but hopes to be back on the 
Grand Prix circuit in 1992. 


He said: “I hope it is only tempo- 
rarily my last Fl race. I made the deci- 
sion to go to Jaguar not for the sake of 
driving sportscars, butbecausel don’t 
want to stay in Formula One just for 
the sake oft. I feel lam a better driver 
than the options I was given — and I 
have to confess it has hurt more and 


more this weekend.” 


s/3.778 km 
cuit length: 2.437 mile 
1990 FORMULA ONE dite: Bt laps (190.256 milesi306.180 km) 
GRAND PRIX ot ee a eremrige 
RACE No. SIXTEEN Pos. Driver No. Nat. Car Laps Time/Retirement 
1 N. Piquet 20 Bra‘ Benetton-Ford (G) Bi 1:49.44.570 
2 ~—=N, Mansell 2 GB Ferrari (G) 8f —1:49.47.699 
AD E LAIDE 3. A. Prost 1 Fra Ferrari (G) Sf  1:50.21.829 
4 G, Berger 28 Aut McLaren-Honda(G) 81 —1:50.31.432 
\ 5 T. Boutsen 5 Bal Williams-Renault (G) 81 —1:51.35.730 
A 6 R. Patrese 6 {ta Williams-Renault (G) 80 
i R. Moreno 19 Bra Benetton-Ford (G) 80 
8 J. Alesi 4 Fra Tyrrell-Ford (P) 80 
ae 9 P. Martini 23 Ita Minardi-Ford (P) 73 
Ae 10 N. Larini ys) lta —_Ligier-Ford (G) 79 
4 NOVEMBER 1990 av | 1 P. Alliot 26 Fra _—_Ligier-Ford (G) 78 
12. S.Modena 8 = Ita Brabham-Judd (P) 7 
13 0. Grouillard 14 Fra Oselia-Ford (P) 74 
RE. Pirro 2 lta Dallara-Ford (P) 68 Engine 


A. Senna 7 Bra McLaren-Honda(G) 61 Gearbox 


R 
RG. Tarquini 7 Ita AGS-Ford (G) 58 Fire 
. R — J.Herbert 12. GB Lotus-Lamborghini (6) 57 Clutch 
DRIVERS’ WORLD R_ S.Nakajima 3 Jap Tyrrell-Ford (P) 53 Spin 
R |. Capelli 16 Ita Leyton House-Judd (G) 46 Throttle 
CHAMPIONSHIP R D.Warwick © 11. + GB_Lotus-Lamborghini (G) 43 Gearbox 
R  M.Gugelmin 15 Bra Leyton House-Judd (6) 27 Brakes 
Te RA. de Cesaris 22 lta Dallara-Ford (P) 23 ~~ Electrics 
Pos. Driver Total RE. Bernard 29° Fra_—Larrousse-Lamb.(G) 21 Gearbox Fastest Lap: N. Mansell (2) Lap 75 
1 Ayrton Senna 78 pts RG. Morbidelli 24 Ita Minardi-Ford (P) 20 © Gearbox 4.18.203, 108.127 mph/174,009 knv/h 
2 Alain Prost Tie RD. Brabham 7 Aus  Brabham-Judd (P) 18 Spin 
3 Gerhard Berger 3 RA. Suzuki Larrousse-Lamb. (6) 6 Transmission (Gi) = Gocrtyene tyre, () « Pret tyres 
Nelson Piquet 43 « 
5 Nigel Mansell 7 
6 Thierry Boutsen M4 
7 Riccardo Patrese 23 
s NON QU 
te reel 3 FASTEST LAP: © 500th Grand Prix in the history of 
see aoe & No, Time No. Time the World Championship No. Name Car Time 
penis Moreno 5 20 4.48527 921 1.22.505 9 MAlboreto Arrows-Ford —1.20.545 
iguri Suzuki 6 's 52nd pole position 18 ¥.Dalmas AGS-Ford = 1.20.570 
13 Eric Bernard 5 | 5 ier 7 123 +47 0 ae 10 ACatli —Arrows-ford  1.20.609 
14 Saturo Nakajima 3 ‘ i " 31 B.Gachot Coloni-Ford — 1.23.195 
| 28 1.20.025 = 12-—-1.22.142 @ Derek Warwick's last Grand Prix 
Derek Warwick 3 OFFICIAL STARTING GRID | 5 119717 3 1.21713 lack of 
ie At “ | 6 119818 16 1.22.583 © 22nd victory for Nelson Piquet © Fai Atos gotten from nck of on, 
Stefano Modena 2 pene ; i 19 119707 ««11—«122:524 with Alboreto also damaging his chassis on a 
14 ‘ Senna 1 : : 
18 Mauricio Gugelmin 1 ‘a 5.671 27 4 = 1,19.732 15 1.22.200 @ 150th race tor Andrea de Cesaris me, Dalmas had traffic problems on both 
* Prost and Piquet dropped 2 points and 1 Nigel Mansel 418-380 28 Gerhard Berger 1,16.244 23° 1.21.257 9 22«*1.23.897 ‘ualitying laps and his AGS also had a blown 
point respectively as only the best 11 re- faarar 2 MeLaren-Honda MPA/S f 25 1.21.209 29° 1.23,272 ‘engine on Friday and a ene: 
sults count Jean Alesi 1 Alain Prost 1.16,365 26 1.21.921 24 © 1.24,272 @ Gachot had an engine blow and the re- 
nie 1,16.837 4 __Ferari6t 1.22.693 7 125.703 placement was down on power 
Nelson Piquet 117.173 20 6 Riccardo Patrese 1.17.156 1,25.642 30 1.24.007 
Benetton-Ford 8190 9 FR ot ‘Renault FW138 37 
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The 1990 World Champion 


AYRTON SENNA 


THE DEREK WARWICK COLUMN 


t is difficult to describe the way I 

feel right now as I write this last 

column just after the last race of 

the season in Adelaide. Empty 
inside Isuppose. Aftersomething like 
10 years in Formula 1 lam moving on 
to sports cars. It is still difficult to 
come to terms with the fact that lam 
no longer a Grand Prix driver even 
though I made the decision to sign 
with Tom Walkinshaw more than a 
month ago now 


Idon’tmind leaving Formula 1-as 
a Grand Prix driver you leave teams, 
places, friends, even family, week in 
week out, What affects me most is 
that | am leaving Formula 1 without 
having achieved what I believe lam 
capable of. By that I mean not only 
winning Grands Prix but becoming 
World Champion. I don’t think it is 
boastful tosay that. At this level of the 
sport you shouldn’t be in a Grand 
Prix car unless you believe you can 


beat everybody out there give: 
right equipment. age 
I feel that I have wasted the best 
part of 10 years of my life now that] 
am leaving without a win or a title,] 
have won at everything else I have 
ever competed in. People talk about 
me leaving Formula 1 - that’s true - 
but that doesn’t necessarily mean | 
won't be back, I left once before, re- 
member, and raced sports cars. Then 


1 came back before the end 


zood 


season in a Brabham. It is nc 
trying to tell me I'm too old because 
myold sparring partnerNelsonPiquet 
won the last two races this year. Alain 
Prostismy age and soisNigel Mansell 

I can honestly say that this has 
been the worst season of my Grand 
Prix career. It has been emotionally 
and physically hard as well as every 
thing else. Then there was my accident 
at Monza, Martin’s (Donnelly) in 
Spain and Alessandro Nannini’s 
helicopter accident. The only good 
news of the entire Australian Grand 
Prix was that Prof Sid Watkins ex- 
pects Martin to make a full recovery 
If you knew Sid as I do you'd know 
that he isas toughas they come when 
it comes to telling it how itis and ifhe 
says something, I believe him. 

What hasbeen strangest about this 
yearisthat itstarted out with somuch 
promise and has come to nothing. I 
had the best sponsor in the sport be- 
hind me, a great bunch of guys in the 
team and a good engine in the V12 


Lamborghini. To start with all that 
and end with nothing is heartbreak 
ing. Camel had to go, you cannot 
doubt that. This is a business and if 
the results are not there then steps 
have to be taken to change that. 

‘One thing that has made this year 
easier has been the mechanics in the 
team. They have worked bloody hard 
in 1991 - and for precious little re- 
ward. I wish [ could have given them 
more. I think the Adelaide Grand Prix 
was pretty representative of the way 
this year has gone. The first day was a 
complete disaster. Luckily we man 
aged to pull things together in the 
final session and I ended up the fast 
est Lamborghinion the grid. [wound 
up 1th on the grid and Johnny was 
18th, ‘Disappointing’ sums upourgrid 
position. Butit highlights what! have 
beensaying, [could wina race tomor 
row in the right car - so, why potter 
around, being grateful for getting the 
odd points result. As I said before, | 
have never gone motor racing just to 


ee ete 


make up the numbers. 

Raceday was thehottest day of the 
d to say there wasn’t 
the faintest chance of the rain we ex- 
perienced last year. I felt pretty com- 
fortable with the car in the morning 
warm-up and expected a long hard 
race, If youare running at the finish in 
Adelaide you have a reasonable 
chance of getting in the points. Just 13 
cars finished this year- unfortunately 
I wasn’t one of them. My race lasted 
just 38 laps. At first I had problems 
selecting second gear - which is no 
joke ona street track like Adelaide - 
and then I lost it altogether, then the 
clutch wentand finally the carjammed 
in third gear! It was one of those days 
when you realised itwould have been 
better to stay in bed 

Although I've been open about 
my feelings for Formula | pleasedon’t 
getme wrong, lama dedicated racing 
driver and for the last eight years or 
so, | have been dedicated to Formula 
1. Next year when things start hap 


event-I'mple 
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ormula One aficionados know 
ee there is only one official FIA 
eview video of each F1 season. It's 
the one that condenses all 16 races 
into over two hours of high octane 
entertainment; the one which has all 
those great shots you wish the TY 
directors hadn't missed on the day; 
the one that is edited, written, produced and commentated by 
experts - Tony Jardine and Matthew Lorenzo in 1990 you 
the enthusiast. Yes, this is it - the FIA Fl Review video from 
Duke. The ultimate video of the ultimate motorsport is on sale 


December 3rd. < 
| 120mins FIA/FOCA £24. 


FIA FORMULA ONE YEARBOOK '90 
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' Last year's F1 Yearbook went off the shelves nearly as 
: quickly as the sport it portrays so spectacularly well, Don't 


miss your 1990 copy of the new standard-bearer in 
motorsport publishing, Over 300 superb pics, no ads, facts 
galore and good reading - all for £19.95. On sale 6th De 
EXCLUSIVE VIDEO & BOOK OFFER - Save over 
£5.00. Buy the 1990 F1 Video and Book together for only £39.90 POST FREEH! 
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ry season of Fl since 195 


nowned video reviews which are nc Duke Mar 
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y aly qoltd , lus FOCA ordit zs ‘ 
How io Win A Championship - GP '89 - 182 minutes of ac m Ascari ikreuel " - eal 

year and and I could not pull outofit. [bi rchensve, entertaining, a must for the collection > are about taolef alam oom 
Tagreed because he could not afford [N03489 | I82nins | aN 224.95 riba : = : 
ag: because afford nin N % ; in motorsport history 
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0 sign me and then suddenly find uction, “All a great tape! (Autosport) Special Offers - B fours and pases: 
Was on my way back to FI again. It (No.348 70min: £24.95 4.50 per tg a Champion Stirling Mox 


Formula One Review '87 - Mansell’s oh-s¢ 
nthralled fans all year lon; 


made it a little harder when a fev 


F1 IN THE '70's W 


Opportunities came up - but I wort |xoaa78—120mins —#N £24.95 ; 
break my word All Over Down Under - GP '86-A real nger W de ary-style programmes about F i 
Next year should be interesting [J wentightdownite wirefo the lstround he's Chen alae : 1 1 
because I will be doing a few sports [Nove 20min 4N e495 ; ens ofthe Beat }| 
carraces in the States as well and that rvedly Prost - GP '85 - Unique ca ( ( f 
will givemethechance tolookaround [jttedivers themselves); ane _ von of veo 7 


Two Till The End » GP ‘84 ~ Niki Lauda’ 
championship comprehersi 
No,2056 90min *N £24.95 
Grand Prix '83 - Worth watching for 


there too. But more than that !'™ 
looking forward to winning ag4!" 
The confidence takes a bit of a ham™ 
mering when you have a season litt 


Champion Jack Brabham 


this one and I need to be on top of tH? | Nota 108mins AN ean Haan fax 
podium toremind myself whatit!ee* i ltneltceiy Saet it Clive Jane mv 
like to win a race. . | commen - 7 
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carefully about what I would be do 
ing, next year before | signed with 
Tom because I had several options 
WhenI made the decision that! wasn't 
going to stay in Formula 1 unless | 
had a competitive drive it was fairly 
easy to sign for Tom, I have driven for 
him before and I like the way he goes 
racing. He aims to win and there is no 
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Tans for the Ford 
am surel will 
there winning races nae 
formula is changing nt, Yeat. Th 
sprint style is back in so 4 
going to really be fun invot 
When Tom made mo nz 
gave me the rest of 
cide but he made me 
signed it was ak 


engine and 


soonanc 
Straight in 
he 
and the 
hink it is 


ne the offer he 
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inding contract for « 
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Vai Riccardo! 


by Timothy Collings 


Imola, May 13,1990 will be remem- 
bered forever as Riccardo Patrese’s 
day. It was emotional, warm and 
tearful. The pit lane and the paddock 
were united and everyone inside the 
Autodromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari and 
many overlooking it from the home- 
made grandstands of EmilioRomagna 
shared in his joy. 

Few winners are so popular, and 
the celebration was as much for mo- 
tor racing itself and the joy of sport as 
for one man’s triumph for the Canon 
Williams team. Ina season soconfused 
by darker moments, the accidents of 
Derek Warwick, Martin Donnellyand 
Alessandro Nannini, and the thick 
intrigue of “Contracts and Agree- 
ments”, it was a rare hour of delight 
and simplicity. The pastaand the wine 
peed so much better for it that night 
(00. 

Patrese, of course, had memories 
to wipe away that day. Seven years 
earlier on the same Imola circuit he 
had taken the lead, looked a certain 
winner, made a mistake and lost to 
the profound delight of his fellow- 
Italians, who cheered his misfortune 
as he went off at the Acque Minerali, 
The fact Patrese had taken the lead 
ahead of a Frenchman, Patrick 
Tambay, driving a Ferrari, had more 
than a passing connection with that 
incident, but it was forgotten in 1990, 
exorcised from the vault of nightmares 
and replaced, splendidly, by a stun- 
ning and memorable triumph, 
Patrese’s third in the 195 races he had 
run by the end of the day, 

What made itso special, however, 
beyond the statistics and the story, 
the revenge and the glory (it was after 


Hands up if you were happy for Riccardo 


Full House: 
Fine Mon who 


inode Fl in 1940 


all his first victory since South Africa 
in 1983) was the simplicity of it all. 
Ayrton Senna, driving his McLaren- 
Hondaas supremely well as ever, had 
looked a hot favourite to win, but 
been forced out bya mechanical actof 
fate, a small stone trapped ina recess 
on the brake caliper, Thierry Boutsen 
soon following him in the Williams- 
Renault which had inherited the lead, 

When Gerhard Berger showed 
Signs of being in trouble under pres- 
sure from Nigel Mansell, it began to 
lookasifa real thriller was in prospect, 
Mansell Gave us a 360-degree spin- 
andstraight-on demonstration of his 
talent, his engine blew, Bergerslowed 
and Patrese was in front to drive to 


the flag with tears st i 
heaee streaming down 


hina 
None but the 


by Derick Allsop 
Spain, 1990 will long be remember 


“a " > ed 
the horrific crash which leg, jf 


Donnelly severely injured. Even hq rd 

old pros were stunned by the harrow 
pictures of the Ulsterman as he lay male 
tionless and hideously twisted he 
middle of the Jerez track. In this ain 
conscious age we are no longer used i 
seeing drivers seriously hurt in ACCidey : : 
They always walk away from the wy a 
of their cars now. Don't they? - 

Martin Donnelly did not, and j 
colleagues were confronted with the 
chilling realisation that they remain 
vulnerableafterall. Yet through the shee 
sadness and ultimate relief of that Friday 
afternoon, Saturday and Sundayemerget 
qualities in the other drivers which reached 
rare dimensions, i 

Ayrton Senna and Derek Warwick 
were not the only ones to show compns 
sion, courage and character that Inte 
September weekend. I merely name them 
s striking examples of the many whodid, 
ng a still greater number with a 
source of inspiration and comfort. 

Warwick, who had walked away from 
ashunt at Monza earlier that month, was 
among the first on the scene of his Lotus 
teammate's crash. He yelled on the radio 
for help and told his crew to look after 
Donnelly's fiancee, Diane McWhirter. 
Warwick would wrap his own arm of 
encouragement around Diane, hiding his 
darkest fears. “In my mind he was dead”, 
admitted Warwick. “It was not easy to tell 
Diane he was all right when I was really 
thinking the worst.” 

Senna also went to the scene of the 
accident. He returned, tears in hiseyes,t0 
the sanctuary of the motor-home. There 
he stayed for a time, on his own with his 
thoughts, Less than an hour later it wis 
familiar Senna: cool, composed ~ an 
Jastest on the track, He had come to ters 
with his conscience and his responsibili- 
ties, Warwick had to face that task the 
following morning, and then only after 
the team had identified two possible 
Problem areas of the car and made 4?” 
Propriate modifications. 

Warwick went out on the Saturday 
and qualified as high as he had all seaso" 

It was the most difficult decision 1 
ever had to make”, he would say late 
He! : ul ae my decision to get into re) 
Then ee NO pressure from a it 
hap what they ‘done, aN 
T shoul i i thave faith in my pa s: 
though gs Hf Pe os nD 5 

(gh, were still with Martinand Dia" 


lartiy 


Senna faces the press in Jerez 


Headded: “She came in during practiceto 
get his stuff and then left. It seemed very 
cold, somehow, for us to be carrying on. I 
felt we should have waited a bit, but how 
long? A day, a week, a month?” 

Just as Warwick and Senna went to 
the scene of theaccident, visited Donnelly 
at themedical centreand comforted Diane, 
so they were now together at work, two 
professionals performing to the limits of 
their capabilities. Senna, in the McLaren, 
took the 50th pole position of his magnifi- 
cent career. 

When helmet and balaclava were re- 
moved, the man appeared again. “This 
pole seems particularly unbelievable for 
me because of Donnelly’s accident, which 
was avery sad moment forallof us. When 
I saw the immediate consequences with 
my own eyes, it was very difficult to cope 
with it, to understand and absorb it and 
go forward from there. I thought about 
not racing. In the motor-home I spent 


some minutes on my own, where it was 
quiet, and was able to go through very 
special moments, dealing with everything 
inside me.” 

The Brazilian achieved his best time 
despite the antics of two other drivers, 
side-by-side in the road ahead. “That was 


unacceptable and dangerous", he said. 
“We had all seen what an accident can do 
to any of us. If I had hit one of those cars 
I would have taken off. It was an unbe- 
lievable lap for me because of the cir- 
cumstances. I don’t think I will ever be 
able to express fully my feelings about my 
experience here.” 

Neither man was rewarded with a 
finish in the race, and Warwick said later 
he would have been braver not to have 
driven on. Whatever your view on that, if 
youare not humbled by their conduct that 
weekend I venture to suggest you have a 
problem. 


The Abnormally Brave 


by David Tremayne 


I don’t know quite why I chose the 
spot I did, Usually, | would watch 
qualifying at Jerez from a point just 
on the exit to Ferrari, that vicious flat- 
in-fifth right-hander behind the pits, 
where Steve Kempton’s racing career 
had ended, where Gregor Foitek, Luis 
Sala and Satoru Nakajima had had 
serious butultimately harmlessshunts 
over the years. 

This time, on the afternoon of Fri- 
day September 28, for some reason I 
chose to sit on the service road Armco 
onthe entry tothecorner, where lalso 
had a view of the nameless but iden- 


tical right-hander that preceded it. 

Identical, that is, except for the 
total lack of run-off area. 

There was a photographer just 
along to my right, who had a large 
lens balanced ona support. As he too 
satI had toduckbeneath his lens from 
time totime to see who was coming. It 
didn’tregister then, but whena yellow 
Lotus hove into view the photogra- 
phar wneztanctoga ain, and my view 
was unfettered. The Lotusdidn’tmake 
the corner. I just had time to register 
what serious trouble its driver was in. 
To tell myself, despite appearances, 


that there wasn’t, as for a moment it 
seemed there must be, an escape road 
he was electing to take behind the 
slight outward bulge in the barrier. 
Thenit smacked into it with terrifying 
force that exploded the car into frag- 
ments. It was one of those moments 
when you know the driver cannot 
have survived. It was quite the most 
sickening thing I have ever witnessed. 

What I thought was the nose of the 
car was in fact the driver, discarded 
like a rag doll. When I saw the blue 
and orange helmet, | knew it was 
Martin. A man I count as a friend. It 
was numbing to see him lying so still. 
Sickening to see the reaction of the 
crowd. Isat where I was, feeling guilty 
that I knew already what somebody 
else would have to tell his fiancee 
Diane. 

It is hard to say just how much 
Derek Warwick impressed me that 
afternoon. Here was the man who 
had cried when he was the first upon 
Gilles Villeneuve’s accident, carrying 
Lotus with a strength he cannot pos- 
sibly have felt. Who went straight to 
the scene, and again to the medical 
centre when, by miracle, Martin had 
survived. Who, despite a night of 
agonising, finally elected to drive 
again on the morrow even though the 
car had surely broken, It had broken 
many times before during the season, 
and whilesome of the breakages were 
suppressed, Derek knew. Only three 
weeks earlier in Monza he had been 
onhis head, before he ran calmly back 
to the pits to take over the spare. 

The man himself believes he wasa 
coward not to take the decision not to 
run, yet within himself he knows how 
much Lotus, a team already on the 
brink of collapse, needed the strength 
of his guidance and the boost to its 
shattered morale. Others would have 
quit, but he felt honour-bound not to 
walk away. 

When he climbed into the car on 
Saturday, he managed to put all fears 
from his mind. “The thing that wor- 
ried me, though," he said, “was that 
my first few laps were slow because 
of traffic. Iwas terrified people would 
think | was deliberately taking iteasy.” 

He was able to prove how easy he 
was taking it by qualifying 10th and 
running strongly until the yellow car 
succumbed to gearbox failure, and 
single-handedly he had dragged Lo- 
tus from the depths of despair, That 
he felt for Martin was beyond ques- 
tion, yet somehow he managed to 
maintain a public mask, even show- 
ing Camel Trophy prize winners 
round thecarson Sunday moming. A 
lesser man might, in the circum 
stances, have opted out, but Warwick 


aw 
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knew how much the personal touch 
meant to them, 


This was the very weekend on 
which he had learned that two more 
of Fl’s doors - Ligier and Arrows - 
had closed in his face, yet his own 
despair and misgivings were always 
suppressed. I know how I felt then, 
with nothing more dangerous todo in 
the wake of Martin’s accident than to 
switch ona word processor, and there 


No justice: Derek retires from the Jerez race 


onto the 


was Warwick climbing back te 


i i e 
tightrope and trying to ignore 


holes in the safety net. " 
Whena brave man knows fear, yet 


comes to terms with itand ee 
over it, he moves into the rarefie 
atmosphere of the Abnormally Brav e 
Derek Warwick lived there tha 
weekend in Spain. It was the most 
uplifting thing I have seen in motor 


racing. 


A Fitting 500th 


by Stuart Sykes 


It might have been the greatest anti-cli- 
max in Grand Prix history. All season 
long we had looked forward to Adelaide 
and the 500th race in World Champion- 
ship history, 

And then Suzuka went and spoilt it 
all. In the wake of the Senna-Prost colli- 
sion came another wearying chapter of 
the most public, petty and finally vicious 
little story of superstar Jealousy since 
Dallas first became a byword for those 
qualities. 

The war of words went on as they 
winged in to Australia - at least from 
Senna’s side, for Prost was saying noth- 
ing-toanyone. Allanyone could think of, 
it seemed, was whether the Frenchman 
could salvage any personal pride out of a 

weekend in which Senna dominated pro- 
ceedings, on track and in the press, with 
consummate ease. 

It was fitting, somehow, that Senna 
did not finish, and Prost - though on the 
podium -wasa spectator as remote asany 
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Ground the circuit from the action at the 
front. 

So fio great racing drivers left it ti 

) ers left it till 

the last minute of the last race Ait us 
one of the moments of the year. Wars of 
words don’t suit Nigel Mansell, for an 
eloquent man heis not -outside the cockpit 
ne man insidea car and the Lion 
roars with a voice unmatched i 
Rae ™ modern 

Tt was, too, his last race for Fe 


t { rari, 
heclimbed into the scarlet caron a 


1 at a show 
Until those tyres went off in 


fad gone it us 
woke the fight. 

piesa ig 

Piquet. old sparring partner 
With trafficon the 


+ cit ars A 
its usual part, afis city streets Playing 


waving Mansell was 


Moreno's 
Medicine 
for F1 


by Maurice Hamilton 


In a rare moment of relaxatio, 
tween free lunches and CUPS Of cofe 
at Jerez, I was sitting in the page’ 
watching the world bustle by on es 
morning. Roberto Moreno, Wearij = 
his dark blue Arai cap with that ext’ 
long peak, wandered into view look 
ing like a litle boy lost. I wonders 
how onearth he managed to keep hig 
spirits up. 

There we were, 14 races into the 
season and he had qualified his 
EuroBrun for just two of them; a 
nine occasions, he had not even Tade 
it beyond the sudden-death of pre 
qualifying. And yet he still had the 
motivation and determination to be 
around on race day even though, in 
the here-and-now world of Grand Prix 
racing, he held about as much interest 
as yesterday's newspaper. 

At that point, he faced the pros- 
pect of going to the far side of the 
world to endure prequalifying and 
then, given the serious limitations of 
his team, have the rest of the weekend 
free to do not very much. Well, 


N be, 


suddenly right with Piquet.as the Benetton 
closedon its second successivewin. Would 
there bea fairytaleendin 1¢ tothe Maranello 
chapter, to balance Mansell's brilliant 
Start in Rio two years ago? 

Not if Piquet could help it. Approach: 
ing the end of the main straight on the 
final lap, the Benettonand the Ferrari ad 
Modena’s Brabham tocontend with -ad 
the Italian wisely left them to fight theit 
own private battle. Past went Piguet - 
and stuck to the outside ofthe track for the 
turn into that corner as Mansell, on the 
inside, defied reasonand. Kept off: ‘the brakes 
»_ But so did Nelson, and as the Fert 
flirted with disaster, the Brazilian 
home for his irst back-to-back victories! 
three long years. The crowd just loved | It, 
Atelaida deserved it -and so aid Form 


ri 
as 


FGM “was thal close, Nelson ~ Mansell makes is ’ 
Post-race point 


EuroBrun did not get to Japan. But 
Roberto Moreno arrived with a capi- 
tal ‘A’. Chosen to replace the injured 
Alessandro Nannini, Moreno knew, 
at the age of 31, that such opportuni- 
ties with a top team are rare. 


His careerin Formula 1 got offtoa 
terrible start in 1982 when he was 
asked to drive a Lotus, a car which, 
even in experienced hands, resem- 
bled a truck without power steering. 
Moreno’s reputationnever recovered 


Left: Piquet and Moreno embrace after Benetton’s first 1-2 


from that sordid weekend at 
Zandvoort. There had since been 
fleeting moments of promise, such as 
his oneand only Championship point 
for AGS in Australia in 1987. But oth- 
erwise it was faith in his own ability 
versus polite lack of interest. He sim- 
ply had to do well in the Benetton, 
Period. 

As has been reported elsewhere in 
thisissue, he performed faultlessly all 
weekend. He probably drove no bet- 
ter than when he won the Macau 
Grand Prixin 1983,or when hebecame 
Formula 3000 champion in 1988, or 
indeed at any time in that under-fi- 
nanced EuroBrun which had failed 
him so consistently during the previ- 
oussevenmonths. Thedifference was, 
he was in the right place at the right 
time and he had been given the tools 
to do the job. 

The scenes in the parc ferme af- 
terwards were a delight. Embracing 
Piquet, the man who had helped him 
on his way, Moreno wept unasham- 
edly. Anaiso-ran one week, the centre 
of attention the next: he couldn't be- 
lieve his luck after all these years. 
Moving into the press room, the 
winnerset the tone when he satdown 
and said we might not know him but 
his name was Nelson Piquet and this 
washis friend, RobertoMoreno. There 
followed 10 minutes of pure pleasure 
as everyone present was swept along 
by the relaxed mood of the moment. 

Smiles, laughter, jokes. AtaGrand 
Prix press conference. Such heresy! 
Such a change from the usual diet of 
familiar faces, bland and unsmiling, 
dealing with the media as though it 
wasan ordeal to begot through before 
being united with private jets and a 
swift return to various tax havens. 

But thatpress conferenceatSuzuka 
was more than straightforward 
sportsmanship at its best. It was the 
perfect panacea for the hatred and 
venom being dished up elsewhere on 
a day when the sport’s image had 
beenseriously compromised by crude 
professionalism. It was proof that 
Formula 1 is worth the candle after 


all, 


hen Martin Donnelly’s 
Lotus 102-Lamborghini 
speared off the track into 


the guard rail at Jerez a 
few minutes before theend of the first 


qualifying session for the Spanish 
Grand Prix, forces were unleashed 
which were more akin toa plane crash 
than an accident to a racing automo- 
bile. Yet it is a measure of how much 
progress has been made over the past 
two decades that everybody within 
the sport is, quite rightly, seeking to 
learn something from this near-catas- 
trophe. 

However, itis important to get the 
accident in perspective, not merely 
from the viewpoint of the performance 
one can realistically expect from a 
driver survival cell, butfrom the point 
of view of how FISA might or might 
not react as far as future regulations 
are concerned. Having become accus- 
tomed to what they largely regard as 
FISA’s spontaneous knee-jerk reac- 
tion to any development and/or dis- 
aster, the constructors are under no 
illusions that more unexpected regu- 
lation changes could be sprung on 
them. Happily, for 1991 it seems that 
FISA will be satisfied with the minor 
reduction in front and rear wing di- 
mensions suggested by the Construc- 
tors, but there will definitely be major 
revisions to the regulation, aimed at 
reducing ground effect dramatically, 
for 1992. 

Yet while FISA toys with ideas for 
reducing speeds of the cars, it is per- 
haps worth considering just what has 
already been agreed from a 
constructoral viewpoint for 1991. To 
start with, the crash test impact has 
been raised from 10 to 11 metres per 
second, which is in the region of 25 
mph. 


Donnelly’s last race this year: Monza 


t 
ALAN HENRY 


The crash test, conducted on the 
Cranfieldrig, nowinvolves the whole 
chassisrather than simply a truncated 
frontal portion of it. In addition, the 
compression test for the side of the 
monocoque has now to take place at 
four pointsalong theside of the chassis 
which must prove capable of with- 
standing loadings of 2000kg. To this 
mustbeadded thenecessity of testing 
the roll hoop with loadings in three 
directions at once, plus a newly in- 
troduced compression test on the 
yer of the fuel cell area, 

his question of dissipating enerey 

is absolutely central to the whale 
enormousforesaremmecs Etat 
pect lee involved insuch 
it all too often, the 


focus of attention is directeg te 

the chassis performance to the Vad 
sion ofall the other elements ip << 
as Benetton Technical Directs, 
Barnard is quick to point out  Johy 

“You can build an F} tla 
stiff as a conerete block, if yoy, 
to,” he says with chilling dito, 
“But you'll end up with a sity 
where the driver is physically" 
stroyed in the car. What you’ ye y Mt 
remember is that nobody js makin 
the human body any stronger it ing 
only stand so much. You hav, a 
dissipate the energy in some wae q 
another. Bs 

“Yes, I have to confess that | 
worried about FISA’s possible 
sponse to all this. It is obviously im 
portant to ascertain whether the ca, 
suffered a failure, but we should Ale 
behaving a very closelookat the ice 
circuit and asking why the guard rail 
on that corner was so close to the 
circuit. It should have been anothe 
100 yards further back. 

“FISA’s attitude towards the car 
makers makes me really angry. The 
engine manufacturers have six years 
stability guaranteed by the rules, but 
it seems that the rule stability for the 
chassis makers can be changed at 
virtually no notice on the grounds of 
safety.” 

It is clear from Barnard’s com 
ments that he believes FISA’s pro- 
posed new regulations for 1991 will 
spawn a breed of cars potentially far 
more dangerous than those whichare 
currently racing. He points to the 
abandonment of the silhouette ‘Pro- 
car’ formula - saloon-shaped specials 
powered by thinly disguised F1 en 
gines - as exemplifying the folly in- 
volved in producing high perform 
ance cars with minimal downforce. 

“The easiest way of substantially 
reducing power would be to run the 
engines on regular fuel straight outo! 
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“ 


the pump,” he states resolutely. “Bu 
the chassis makers are easy meat for 
Balestre, He doesn’t want to rattle the 


Cage of people like Honda, Shell ane 
AGIP. But I have no doubt that theif 
current lines of research would co” 
tinue, albeit ata slightly lower leve a 
Such a rule was implemented.” 

This view is not shared by th 
Companies, Roger Lindsay of She 
Who has been responsible for Pf 
ducing the fuel for the MeLat” 
Hondas, states: “In my estimatie? 
there js Precious little scope for lay 
Fatiations in power output with 1. 
‘uel specification as it is. It would i 
differentif nitromethane or methar 


Wa >] i ves 
'S permitted, but such addit? 
Were banne 


pe uel 


d long ago.” 
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Patrick Head is worried that FISA 
tend to regard the chassis construc- 
tors as “wicked, self-serving people 
who are doing this awful thing of 
trying to make the cars go faster, so 
they become more dangerous.” He 
was worried not only about the man- 
ner in which FISA might react to the 
Donnelly accident, but also about the 
way in which they sprang the news of 
possible changes in the technical 
regulations for 1991 

“In fact, a large amount of our 
activity is involved in meeting, and 
exceeding, constructoral require 
ments which, generally, areset by the 
teams on the request of FISA,” he 
explains. 

“As an example we were asked to 
get together and propose new rules 
regarding limitations on cockpit re 
strictions, and various other things, 
last year. We did so, putting forward 
proposals which were accepted by 
FISA. Nobody said to us ‘we are not 
happy with these, they are not 
enough’. They said ‘good, great, we've 
now got stability... we will accept 
these 

"We haveall these new crash tests, 
the compression tests and the roll 
over bar tests, which are all fairly 
insignificant out on the circuit until 
something like the Donnelly accident 
occurs. We don’t just build a chassis, 
cross our fingers and hope it goes 
through the crash test; it is a very 
substantial consideration when we are 


designing the chassis.” 

Head would like to see the rela- 
tionship between FISA and the con 
structors develop into a more genu- 
ine, workable and willing collabora 
tion. “Yes, [certainly would like to see 


more engineering input from the 
teams,” hesaid, “and I see absolutely 
no reason why it could not happen if 
managed properly. But it isn’t man- 
aged properly 

“It’s like everything that’s badly 
managed... there’s no attention, no 
attention, noattention and thena huge 
over-reaction. That seems to me very 
disappointing indeed.” 

Lotus Technical Director Frank 
Dernie makes the point that carbon- 
fibre is enormously strong and diffi- 
cult to break under normal circum- 
stances. “If I gave you a sheet of car- 
bon-fibre and a hammer and asked 
you to break it up into two-inch 
squares, I think you'd have quite a 
hard job,” he insists. “I don’t believe 
cars can be made safer necessarily by 
making them slower.” 

Twenty years ago, the cars were 
significantly slower, yet they were a 
whole lot more dangerous. With no 
protective cladding to their outer 
monocoques, no aircraft specification 
rubber bladder fuel cells, no roll-over 
bars worth the name and precious 
little structural rigidity, and a sheet 
aluminium monocoque 


“While Grand Prix 
cars are not intended 
to be thrown at guard 

rails, they are built 

with this very real 
possibility in mind." 


When the late David Purley sur- 
vived an accident in prequalifying for 
the 1977 British Grand Prix at 
Silverstone, his LEC CRP1 hit the 
vertical sleepers at Becketts corner at 
an estimated 600rpm in fifth gear, a 
velocity computed to be 104mph. The 


car was shortened by some 26-inches. 
Purley’s legs were shattered in many 
places, and his overall injuries proved 
significantly worse than Donnelly’s 
whose car hit the barrier at Jerez 13 
years later travelling almost 50% 
quicker. It follows that very signifi- 
cant progress has been made in the 
business of ensuring Fl driversurvival 
in the event of a massive accident. 

A few years ago, a handful of sur- 
vivors were found in the wreckage of 
a Japan Airlines Boeing 747 which 
had ploughed into a mountain fol- 
lowing the failure of its control serv- 
ices. Whilst air accident investigators 
will always piece together the 
wreckage with meticulous care in an 
attempt to find the technical reason 
behind sucha tragedy, nobody in their 
right mind would ever consider 
criticising Boeing for the lack of im- 
pact-resistance built into its airliners. 
Quite simply, they are intended for 
flying, not throwing at mountains. 

It’snotquite the samein Fl. While 
Grand Prix cars are notintended tobe 
thrown at guard rails, they are built 
with this very real possibility inmind 
Somewhere along the line, the rule 
makers and car manufacturers - in- 
deed all of us - have to concede to that 
old truism that dominates our entire 
business. 

It may be unpalatable in these 
highly sponsored times, when multi- 
national companies invest enormous 
amounts of money in high profile 
sponsorship of the front-line teams, 
but motor racing is dangerous. We 
should be thanking luck, the regula- 
tions and the constructors, that Mar- 
tin Donnelly wasn’t killed rather than 
becoming over-anxious about trying 
to get standards of safety which are 
beyond reach, in the process forgetting 
the fact that the human body’s ability 
to withstand an impact governs the 
whole equation from the ground up. 


41 


t Monza this year, Jean- 

Marie Balestre announced 

- to a storm of abuse from 

constructors and designers 
- that major aerodynamic changes 
would have to be made to F1 cars 
before May 1991. Cornering speeds, 
he said, were too high, and 
downforce must be drastically re- 
duced; the flat bottoms of the cars 
would be extended from the front 
edge of the complete front wheel to 
the rear-most part of the bodywork. 
Although examples were not cited, 
this was clearly aimed at features 
suchas the current Tyrrell front wing 
and McLaren rear diffuser. 

It was subsequently pointed out 
that many teams had already final- 
ised the design of their 1991 cars, and 
that the proposed changes would 
force newcomers like Jordan and 
Footwork-Porsche to build cars to 
the current rules for the first two 
races, and completely new ones for 
the races from May onwards; fur- 
thermore, what guarantee was there 
that the rules would not be changed 
againif the ingenuity ofthe designers 
enabled them to produce cars which 
still cornered fasterthan FISA liked? 

After long discussions between 
the FISA Technical Committee and 
the Constructors, sanity - for once - 
prevailed. The extension of the flat 
bottoms will not be enforced until 
1992, and the changes for 1991 will 
be limited toa reduction inthe width 
of the front wings and the overhang 
of the rear wings. We can but hope 
that this presages anew approach by 
FISA to the subject of rule stability, 
which will result in more harmoni- 
ous relations between the teams and 
the rule-makers. Regrettably, the 
happenings of the past inevitably 
admonish caution; the following is 
an account of just some of the “In- 
stant Rule Changes” enforced dur- 
ing the past thirty years, 


Throughout motor racing history, 
whenever there has been a bad acci- 
dent, the authorities have reacted by 
demanding changes to the cars. Ini: 
tially, when races were over long dis- 
tances on ordinary roads, this seemed 
to be the only solution. Later, when 
they were held on circuits belonging 
to the rule-makers, it was - for the 
rule-makers - the cheapest one! 
Eventually, during the 1960's and 
70's, the constructors managed to 
convince circuit owners that it was 
notin their best interests to kill off the 
golden geese - the drivers the public 
paid good money to watch - and 
slowly there emerged a set of safety 
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Response: 


L's Satet 
History 


by 
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standards with which circuits were 
forced to comply; initially these 
standards were by no means fool- 
proof, and as time went by they were 
refined - to the extent that the major- 
ity of accidents are now survivable, 
and are unlikely to involve specta 
tors. It did not take long, for instance, 
to establish that the pole which sup- 
ported catch-fences did more harm 
than the catch-fences did good. And 
there can never be a circuit which is 
completely safe; the 600-metre wide 
run-off which some drivers would 
like where Martin Donnelly crashed 
at Jerez could well cause a speeding 
car to somersault if approached from 
the wrong angle, or with a tyre de- 
flated; it would also require the relo- 
cation of the Paddock, the Pits and the 
Start/Finish straight! The answer 


Jerez: heavy price for Donne 


could even be to move the barrier 
closer to the edge of the track; Stirling 
Mossadvocated this over thirty years 
ago - not on safety grounds, but be- 
cause he knew it would slow down 
some of his rivals! 

One of the first reactions to 
Donnelly’s accident was shock at the 
way in which the car had disinte- 
grated; subsequently it was felt that if 
hehadnotbeen thrown clearhewould 
have had no chance whatsoever of 
surviving. There is no way (short of 
fitting ejector seats) that racing cars 
can be designed to ensure that the 
driver will survive 20 G impacts; the 
only solution is to ensure that such 
impacts cannot occur - either by 
eliminating fast corners or by re- 
moving the barriers. 

Top drivers have always liked fast 
corners, as a means of demonstrating 
their virtuosity, and many of the 
world's fastest corners have been 
emasculated in the interests of safety 
- mainly the safety of spectators on 
the outside of them. Circuitdesigners 
would do well to arrange for specta- 
tors tobeaccommodated ontheinside 
of fast corners (in fact all corners) but 
this has scarcely ever been considered 
due to the cost of providing access 
(bridges, tunnels and connecting 
roads). 

One of the most obvious cases of 
the rules being changed to slow the 
cars down was the reduction of en- 
gine capacity from 2.5-litres to 1.5- 
litres in 1961. This did not prevent 
Wolfgang von Trips and 13 spectators 
being killed at Monza that year, 
though it did result in the spectators 
being kept further back in the future. 
Why hadn’tthe circuit owners heeded 
the lesson of Le Mans 1955 and in- 
stalled a proper spectator fence ear- 
lier? Why, for that matter, have many 


other circuits still not done so? The 
next time a racing car scythes through 
paying spectators, the repercussions 
will be far greater than they were in 
the Fifties (Le Mans), Sixties (Monza) 
and Seventies (Barcelona and Fuji). 

Strangely enough, the circuits with 
the best safety records (for drivers as 
well as spectators) are the artificial 
road courses (most of them Ameri- 
can) lined with concrete wall and 
debris fences. The problem with all of 
these-apart froma lack of overtaking 
opportunities - is that cars hitting the 
walls are liable to rebound into the 
path of others, which will have very 
little chance of avoiding them. i 

After a fairly “safe” period in the 
latter part of the 1.5-litre formula (only 
one little-known driver killed - and 
that during practice) things were not 
so good in the early years of the 3-litre 
formula; a death a year from 1966 
onwards, two in 1970 - and many 
more (notably Jim Clark and Bruce 
McLaren) in minor events or test 
sessions at sub-standard circuits. 
There was no clear pattern to these 
accidents, though the circuits gener- 
ally contributed to the outcome, and 
the Grand Prix Drivers Association 
campaigned actively for improve- 
ments. 

There was another bad period in 
themid-Seventies, and thena surpris- 
ingly safe one until 1982, when 
Villeneuve was killed in qualifying at 
Zolder and Palettiin the race at Mon- 
treal. Since then there have been no 
fatalities at Grand Prix race meetings, 
but Elio de Angelis was killed during 
a test session at Paul Ricard in 1986, 
due largely to the inadequacy of the 
circuit's fire-fighting facilities. 

Jean-Marie Balestre would like to 
take full credit for theimproved safety 
record of the 1980s. It was in fact due 
partly to an overall improvement to 
circuit layout and facilities (such as 
thesuperb reactions ofthe fire-fighters 
at Imola in 1989) and partly to the 
increasingly high standards to which 
the majority of the cars are now built 

As farasstructuralregulationsare 
concerned, no one can seriously have 
objected to the requirements for 
stronger roll-over bars and on-board 
fire extinguishers (1969), deformable 
structures round fuel tanks and oil 
tanks (1973) or better protection for 
drivers’ feet (an on-going saga since 
1975). What constructors havealways 
fought against is the imposition of 
changes -usually by people who know 
far less about engineering and aero- 
dynamics than they do - at short no- 
tice and without consullation. The 
Concorde Agreement stated that there 
must always be two years' notice of 
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major rule changes. FISA had repeat 
edly chosen to ignore this by insisting 
that changes are essential in the inter- 
ests of safety - the only way they can 
enforce them without retrospecting 
this provision. Ifsafetyisnotinvolved 
as in the case of the “brake-cooling 
reservoirs” which enabled some DFR 
engined cars to race underweis 
1982, FISA was forced to revert - in 
this instance quite justifiably -to “rule 
clarifications’ 

The most instantaneous rule 
change onrecord occurred at Monaco 
in 1969. Because the authorities had 
not had the prescience to realise what 
was happening, the vestigial winglets 
first seen at Spa in 1968 had mush 
roomed into monstrous car-width bi 
planes and tri-planes, some adjust 
able and mounted directly on the sus- 
pension by means of long spindly 
struts. Several of them failed at Barce- 
Jona in 1969, but the CSI did nothing 
about it until after the first practice 
session at Monaco, two weeks later 
when they were summarily banned 
One or two constructors had antici- 
pated this, and had brought along 
small fins and trays which complied 
with the new rules, but the rest of the 
cars raced “naked” until small chas: 
sis-mounted wings - broadly similar 
to those used today - were developed 
over the following few weeks 

During the early Seventies a 
number of constructors found loop: 
holesintheregulations whichallowed 
them to move their rear wings further 
back - and thus to generate more 
downforce. In 1975 the authorities 
announced that rim widths and tyre 
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sizes, as well as wing dimensions, 
would be reduced in 1976 - the aim, as 
always, being to reduce cornering 
speeds - but by now FOCA had be- 
come so powerful that it was able to 
throw out the proposals regarding 
wheel and tyre widths. 

Concern about cornering speeds 
returned with the discovery of ground 
effects, and by now FISA had an ally 
in the form of constructors who 
frankly didn’t understand the phe- 
nomenon-whose expensive turbocars 


coincidentally were being beaten by a 
horde of DFV-powered cars with 
carefully sculptured underbodies. The 
argument continued until late 1982, 
with designers continually finding 
ways of overcoming FISA’s edicts 
until they were eventually forced (the 
notice extending to no more than a 
few weeks) to build flat-bottomed cars 
for 1983; the ramifications were enor- 
mous, particularly for people who 
were developing new engines for 
ground effects cars, but somehow the 
proposal was adopted and life (ie. 
Grand Prix racing) continued, even 
though the effect on many FOCA 
members was greater than the rela 
tively trivial contempts which had 
almost led to them going it alone and 
setting up the World Federation of 
Motor Sport in 1980. 

FISA’s greatestmistake has always 
been to underestimate Formula One 
designers, who regard any set ofrules 
not so much as limitations on per- 
formance but as a challenge to their 
inventiveness. It did not take them 
long to achieve far higher cornering 
speeds with flat bottoms than had 


been possible with sliding skirts ar 
all the other paraphernalia of the late 
Seventies and early Eighties. But 
adays such improvements are 
only obtained after months of very 
expensive research and wind-tunne| 
testing, and itis thus understandable 
thatteamsare appalled at the prospect 
of millions of pounds’ w orth of effort 
being obsoleted by an old man in 
Paris who has suddenly become ob. 
sessed about cornering speeds; cor- 
nering speeds don’t go up Over nig: 
and if they are too high the probl. 
should be tackled ina calm, method 
cal way; it didn’t help that the latest 
megalomanic outburst occurred in the 
middle of the Monza race-meeting, 

It may well be that cornering 
speeds are too high not only for safety 
but for the general well-being of the 
drivers, even if they do not crash 
Designers are prepared to listen to 
this argument, and to wor k toa set of 
rules drawn up after a sensible dis. 
cussion ofall the relevant elements. In 
such circumstances it may not always 
be necessary to provide two years 
notice of proposed changes. But it 
would be nice to feel that the gov 
erningbody had some understandir 
of the effects of its actions, and that it 
was planning for the future rather 
than trying to find a solution to this 
week's crisis. It may not be tota 
germane in the present context, but it 
is only five years since the President 
stood up and said, “In 1988, gentle 
men, no chance for the turbos” 

In 1988 there were 16 Grands Prix 
and turbo-powered cars won all of 
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oberto Morenoleaned back in 

his chair, stretched his arms 

wide and glanced down the 

row of motor-homes. “To be 
honest when I first moved to Europe 
Twas worried that! wouldn’tsucceed 
Ididn’thaveany money, I didn'tspeak 
English and I sometimes wondered 
what I was doing so far from home. 
Nelson (Piquet) pushed me hard to 
move to Europe and said that if I 
didn’tsucceed atanything else atleast 
Iwould learn English. Silly as itseems, 
that was the thing that gave me the 
power to move to England. That gave 
me confidence - I knew I would suc- 
ceed in that, ifnothing else. I couldn't 
be a total failure.” 

Ten years down the road Roberto 
Moreno is far from being that. He is 
one of the new ‘names’ in Formula 
One, along with Jean Alesiand Aguri 
Suzuki after finishing second in the 
Japanese Grand Prix. The talent that 
had been evident for so long had 
simply had a chance to shine. But it 
has been a long road for Moreno - 
known affectionately as Baixo (Por- 
tuguese for ‘shorty’) by his close 
friends. 

“The strength that keeps me going 
comes from the passion for the tech- 
nical side and the challenge - that is 
what moves me. The more difficult it 
is the more I want to do it. The harder 


Moreno in the right cockpit at last 


itbecomes during theseason the more 
motivation I have. I doubt you will 
find a sport that creates so many 
challenges in so many areas,” 

“If you don’t believe you are the 
fastest driver you shouldn’t be in F1 
there's no room for you. This is only 
my second year in Fl and by the end 


[ will probably have done only th 
quarters of a season altogethe, es 
have more than enough Teaso n 
Jook forward to the future ito 
‘A lot of people have made ity 
Formula 1 in three years, maybe f 
Ithas taken me 10 and I have do 
without financial support ang .7"° 
with the best teams. When | _ 
that I had the success.” 

Moreno’s first Grand Prix Was; 
Japan in 1987 in place of Pasca} Fab 2 
Fabre had wrestled with the bulk: 
recalcitrant, AGS all year with no y, 
ward above ninth place. [t a 
Moreno just two races to get the cai 
into the points. Japan was his debut 
and a fortnight later in Australia he 
finished sixth J 

Without a sensible drive in 1993 
and ignoring lucrative offers from 
America he returned to Formula 3099 
and wrapped up the championsh 
with Bromley Motorsport - in the 
process taking the only three con. 
secutive wins the series has seen to 
this day. 

In 1989 he struggled with the 
hopelessly uncompetitive Coloniand 
even large doses of Moreno magic 
could do nothing more than get him 
on to the grid for four races. 

Moreno could be forgiven for 
thinking that he had a real chance to 
make his markat the beginning of this 


Into 
four. 


ely 
did pq, 


year. “When I signed ‘for Eurobrun 
they had Arabian sponsorship of $15 
million, they had a project making a 
V12 engine with Neotech and even 
thing was looking really good.” 
Moreno should have known it was 
not that easy. “The contract was de- 
layed every week and eventually we 
realised this was never going to come. 
Wehada year-old carandnomoney,” 
Racing was once again a struggle. 

It is impossible to talk about 
Moreno’s racing career without 
mentioning Nelson Piquet, his friend 
since he was a 12-year-old in their 
native Brazil and Nelson five or six 
years his senior. It was Piquet who 
encouraged Moreno into mechanics 
and later gave Moreno his firstrace in 
a kart, 

The days Moreno spentin Brasilia 
areones Morenonow remembers with 
fondness. “Ihelpedin this garage with 
Nelsonand Iremember the time! was 
allowed to ride one of the new 750cc 
bikes that came in. The problem was 
thatmy feet couldn't touch the ground 


"| was afraid to tell 
people at home about 
my failures - so that 
gave me 24hr 
motivation. ” 


so Nelson and a friend held it until I 
was moving. WhenI got back after an 
hour around the streets of Brasilia - 
without stopping - I would go past, 
‘pip’ the horn and they would come 
out and catch the bike. I remember 
that. I was a very good rider.” 

By 1976 Moreno wasalready Bra- 
zilian kart champion and Piquet - es- 
tablished inEurope-wason the verge 
of Formula 1 fame. He returned to 
Braziland persuaded Moreno tomove 
to England, found him a sponsor and 
the motivation for a year of Formula 
Ford 1600. 

The language barrier was an im- 
mediate problem. “During my first 
race weekend the team left the car 
outside our tent. If you did that in 
Brazil it would bestolenstraightaway 
and Icouldn’tmake them understand 
my concern so I just said ‘I’m staying 
here.’ I slept in the transporter for my 
first race!” 

The following yearMoreno landed 
a fully-sponsored works Van Diemen 
driveand itall came together. He won 


the Townsend Thoresen FF1600 se- 
ries, the Formula Ford Festival and 
missed the European Championship 
byasingle point. It was a heady expe- 
rience for the young Brazilian - and 
something that would not happen 
again for him that decade. 

“After that first year I never got a 
full sponsorship again - ever. Every 
other year I got drives because I had 
some technical skills, was very lucky 
and I’ve had many friends who have 
helped me through my career.” 

Much of his success he attributes 
to motivation. “When you live in 
Europe, away from home in Brazil, 
you have nothing except a pillow to 
zo back toin the nightand that makes 
you concentrate 100 per cent. Then 


there is the prospect of returning to 
Brazil as a failure - that drives you to 
succeed too. Iwas afraid to tell people 
at home about my failures - so that 
gave me 24hr motivation.” 

On the topic of motivation Piquet 
was an unavoidable subject after his 
disastrous years at Lotus. “When 
Nelson began racing his motivation 
was 10 times greater than Ayrton’s is 
now,” said Moreno. “What has 
changed with Nelson is that he has 
learned not to suffer unnecessarily 
while Ayrton has still to learn that. 
Nelson is like Prost, he knows what is 
right and what is wrong and Ayrton 
is still going through it.” 

The lowest point of Moreno’s ca- 
reer came at the Dutch Grand Prix in 
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1982. He was just23and the mercurial 
new talent in motor racing. In the 
previous 12 months he had won the 
New Zealand and Formula Pacific 
titles - beating Piquet, Rosberg, and 
Prostin the process-and blazed a trail 
whenever his meagre finances would 
allow. Standing in for one race for 
Nigel Mansell in the unwieldy Lotus 
91 was the biggest mistake of his ca- 
reer. 

“It was something in my life I 
would just like everybody to stop 
writing about and forget. It wasa real 
cock-up. That one drive put five years 
on my career. I hadn’tevendonea full 
season of Formula 3 at that stage. I 
was put in a car that was ground 
effect and I had never drivena ground 
effect car competitively before. The 
tests I had done were superficial, for 
fuel tanks, for checking tyres. I never 
had to push the car hard until | came 
to that qualifying. It jumped all over 
the place and it wasn’t the quickest 
car. Even regular driver Elio de 
Angelis was having a difficult time 
trying tomake the car work and it was 
just not right for me at the time.” 

Then, as now, there were fash 
ionable drivers and those who are not 
so fashionable. In 1982 Moreno was 
definitely out of favour. The subject 
pulls him intoself-analysis. “Formula 
1 is a very complex place. When you 
get the break you have to be the right 
person, in the right place at the right 
time. | was the wrong person in the 
wrong placeat the wrong time. Atthe 
time I was too young and | really 
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didn’t understand how the Formula 1 
world worked.” In the next breath he 
showed that he now understood as he 
switched into public relations mode. 
‘That was the Lotus of years ago. 
Now it is a different team, different 
people.” 

The memory has buried a deep 
scar and only Moreno’s second place 
result in Japan last October has al- 
lowed him to face it fully. “Not im- 
pressing people at that race affected 
my career badly. [lost the belief of the 
team managers that I could make it, 

“The road back took a long time. I 
did half a year of Indy, they were 
happy with me and kept me for an- 
other year. Iquiteenjoyedit. Butracing, 
in Europe was my goal. | left a very 
big deal in America tocome back and 
earn enough to live on « 50 | 
down to F3000 to do 
ship.” 


stepped 
a full champion: 


“Ithas taken mea y 


I thought to get back to Formula 1 
because, in the first year, | had 
many breakdowns four laps bef re 
the end of races! was leading th te 
lost that championship. But we ted 
again in 1988 a in 
ls ee and Succeeded, with no 
What has carried Morey 
pean 8 heartsis his unwillin, 
criticise and feel P1 
that life had daa rs oie Pe a 
everything with happiness. oa 
the one occasion that took a, 
for five years. [have nothin is 
because | have now com " 
the top. For sure that pe 


earlongerthan 


No into 
gNess to 


except 
down 
8 to regret 
Around to 
nience has 


made me stronger. To make . 
what want to do, to be mysels . 
do things just because other ;,, nt 
wanted you to do so.’ SY: 

Moreno’s opportunity to ta, 
for the injured Alessandro Ny)..." 
was a bolt from the blue that Man” 
still has difficulty taking in. “| h, 
mixed feelings about my break ,.. 
Benetton. As you know it happen 
because of Alessandro’s acciden, 
that has hit the team hard. But ay 4 
same time | got the opportunity th,, 
have been working for all my life. 7),. 
biggest opportunity of my ca * 
hada lotof pressure on me. Every}, 
knew the car and the team was 
petitive.” It was Moreno’s secon 
chance and could have been his | 
The pressure began to tell. Ten yeay 
of racing and hoping came dow 
how he did at this one race, Whe, 
spoke to him in Suzuka at a social 
function the night before the race 
man who is usually so relaxed was 
wound tighter than a drum. Was the 
one-off deal to be extended to include 
Adelaide, | asked? “Oh no, 
don’ tstart. I'moff duty now, relaxing 
We left all that on the track.” When 
the announcement was made the fo! 
lowing morning shortly before th 
race I searched him out to congratu 
late him, but he was on another plane 
- in that place where drivers take 
themselves when they try to p' 
everything out of their minds except 
the race. 

The one/two result is now part of 
racing history - and a fairytale f 
Morenoas hecruised home,somehow 
symbolically led by hismentor Nelson 
Piquet. Moreno cried openly when he 
got out of the car. The tears were tears 
of joy and relief. Roberto had his 
chance in Japan 1990 and he shone 

Moreno’s name has been linked 
with Benetton and Brabham in 199! 
but his future is still far from secur 
But at least he has achieved recog" 
tion asa real racer at the highest leve! 
of the sport, “I had been talking '°* 
couple of other teams even before the 
Benetton chance came along and - 
now not making any decisions an¢ 
I'm not talking any more until | : 
back to England because I must ©" 
centrate and do my best. Itworries ™* 
too much to think about next Yea" 

“Itall happened very slowly um is 
Japan,” said Moreno. “Butat least 
happening and now I can say" |. 

earned enough to be able to winree 
That's my future. That is what!” 
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There's never been a motor sports show 
like this. Under one great roof you can 
enjoy the best of all the sport's forms 
From Formula One to Indy cars. 

From club racers to Nascars. 


From rally winners to racing trucks. 
You can pore over the top Grand 
Prix cars and Le Mans-winning 
Jaguars. 

Scrutinise the high-tech 

hardware from the world's 

leading race car and component 
makers. 

And thrill to non-stop action 


” 


Top rally aces will take you sliding 
through the woods on the show's 
own special stage. 

You can tackle the pros in the 
pro-am kart races.Or try your 
hand in one of the amazing race 
and rally car simulators. 


Autographs? The stars will be ready 
and waiting. And there'll be live 
interviews by Murray Walker. 

But Auto Sports International, at 
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isn't only about the fun side of motor sport 
There's the business too. 

At the Auto Sports Congress, experts 

like Tyrrell's Dr Harvey Postlethwaite 

will present state-of-the-art lectures. 


From leading-edge engine, chassis 
and airflow technology to top-line 
management. And if you're not 
already a professional, the Congress's 
public days will tell you how to 

start competing, get a motor sports 
job or organise profitable events. 


In short, if you love motor sport 
or are involved in any part of it, 
you can't miss Auto Sports 
International. It will flag 1991 
off to a quite stupendous start. 
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ears ago hewas notafraid to 

let the whole of socialist 

France know that he was 

taking up residence in 
Switzerland because he was sick 
ened by the idea of handing over to 
the taxman 80% of the profits he 
made by taking incrediblerisks. And 
he insisted on the fact that the 20%, 
left in his pocket just did not repay 
him forthe stress, the frights and the 
anxiety experienced by him and his 
family every time he pulled down 
the visor on his crash helmet and 
moved onto the race track. 

Alain Prost has never minced 
words. But this is due more to frank- 
ness than to forwardness; it is sim- 
ply part of his nature to analyse each 
and every thing, and in the greatest 
detail. 

In his everyday life as in his pro- 
fession, nothing is left to chance. 
And theskill he hasshown in Grands 
Prix has always been matched by 
similar clear-thinking and shrewd- 
ness in organizing his existence 
away from the motor racing track. 

There is no point in relating epi- 
sodes about Prost the racing driver, 
the spills and thrills, the great joys 
and the great disappointments. 
There is little left to reveal, except 
what each day brings in the wav of 
fresh news reports. 

But Prost is also a man 
eager to be up-to-date, well 
informed. He rarely misses 
the TV news and, even if 
he’s in a hotel room in Ja- 
pan, persists in trying to 
make out what he can from 
the pictures on the screen. 
He has always found meet- 
ing personalities from the 
worlds of culture, politics 
and arta stimulating experi- 
ence, His keen intelligence 
and quick understanding are 
evident from his discerning 
remarks: on numerous occa- 
sions our chats with Alain 
Prost have touched on the 
widest range of topics. 
Which only goes toshowthat 
someone who makes risk his 
daily occupation is not nec- 
essarily an ignoramus who 
lives fordangerand nothing, 
else, with conversation lim- 
ited to engines, tyres and 
cireuits. 

Looking more closely at 
What Prost has to say, you 
might not share some of his 
opinions but you have to re- 
spect him for being so thor- 
oughly honest about what 
he is and what he thinks. 


AMan Who 
Knows No 


Half Measures: 
Alain Prost 


by 
PINO ALLIE 


Alain, you wer 
marked by 
James Dean, the 
onracialismand at 
you describe yo! 
tory? 


“1 wasn’t aware that ‘55 was the 
year of the Warsaw Pact, but I did 
know about James Dean. As for my 
feelings about history, I'd describe it 
as a river carrying a succession of 
events along with it. I try to take an 
interest in these events -I know a few 
dates of things that have happened 
over the last 30 years - but nowadays 
everything moves at such a tremen- 
dously fast pace. People who do ajob 
like mine only have time to cast a 
rapid glance, though I like to be in- 
formed about everything that’sgoing 
on. I'd be lost without news. And 
when you wantto find outmoreabout 
somethingit’s already beenand gone. 
Look at What's been happening in 
eastern Europe, the most important 
changeto take place this century. And 
yet people already talk about it as 
something to be taken for granted, 
incontrovertible, almost pasthistory.” 

What effect does it have on you, know- 
ing that your name will be written in 
encyclopaedias alongside great men like 
Julius Caesar, Napoleon, Roosevelt, 
Kennedy and Churchill? 

“There'll be just a couple of lines: 
Alain Prost, born 1955, racing driver, 
winner of three, four or five World 
Championships. But I will have so 
many important names before mine 
that nobody will notice it.” 
ies are the scourge of our 

greater the effort made 
to fight it, the more ordinary 
people become convinced that is 
is a battle lost at the starting 
line. 

“The campaign against 
drug abuse makes me think 
of others, for road safety or 
smoking: everyone is aware 
that the problem exists but 
behind it all there are enor- 
mous financial interests. I get 
the impression that people 
want the phenomenon at- 
tenuated, but not eliminated 
all together_It’s likesmoking: 
it’s all very well to do away 
with advertising, but if 
smokingis really bad forpeo- 
ple, why not do away with 
tobacco?” 

Is the world becoming a bet- 
ter or worse place? 

‘I'd say things are getting 
worse, thoughnotatany great 
speed. A lot of people say the 
world was once abetter place. 
But who can demonstrate 
this?” 

Italy is a country where kid- 
napping continues to be almeo: 


youvver been afraid for yourself, 
for your son Nicholas? 


an everyday occurrence, Have 


> 


It’s an embarrassing question to 
answer, I’m afraid of these things. 
Who isn’t? 

A famous sportsman often has oppor 
tunities for contacts with the world’s 
outstanding personages. Which meeting 
of the kind has meant most to you? 

“The one I had with the Pope, al- 
though it’s hard to describe exactly 
what] felt. lwasawed by the grandeur 
of the occasion and the person. We 
talked about many things, he even 
told me that he occasionally watched 
Grands Prix on TV, This was at the 
end of 1985, at a time when it was 
being decided whether or not to go 
and racein South Africa. His Holiness 
touched on the question of apartheid 
and said that, in his opinion, I ought 
to go to Kyalami in order to maintain 
contact with this nation beset with 
troubles and doubts.” 

What is your opinion about racial. 
ism? It is a problem much discussed in 


Italy, with the nicety that black Africans 
looking for work here aredefinedas “non 
EC nationals” 

“It's a scourge on a par with the 
drug problem that we were 
about before, with the 
hypocrisy. Only a madman could be 
in favour of keeping different races 
separate. Wheneverl’'vebeeninSouth 
Africa, Thaven’t seen the things you 
read about in the papers: my time j 
normally divided between hotel a 
race track, and there is little oppes 
tunity to take a proper look ncaa 
What sense does ithave not going to 
playamatch, or tefusing torace, Wh ; 
the multi-nationals are working m 
day-to-day contact with this cea 
try? Perhaps, though, when cent, 
sportsmen go there, they should a 


tually get together 

rand do somet » 
say something. But with rune 
Formula One driy, 


of conversation are 


talking 
same degree of 


ly topics 
oversteer and 


understeer. The opinions of Peop| 
like us - who are far removed j-Pl¢ 
jolitical interests - could instead 
omethingtohelp things. Then ther, 
the question of immigrants fron, 
nisia, Mali and Senegal, who co, 
I urope in the hope of making 
life for themselves here. In this cage 
the trouble is not immigration but 
integration. Often these People ar, 
not integrated into society jn their 
host country. And this leads to ra is 
incidents. Especially where uney, 
ployment is already a problem,” 
Eastern Europe: did you expect ty 
upheavals that Gorbachev started? 
“Yes. Gorbachev is a man | trust 
But things have happened so fast ang 
Eastern Europe already has a now 
look. Nobody could have fores 
the speed of these events. 
What about terrorism? 


it’s one of th 


‘On 


lo 


nTy 
Ne to 
a better 


it 


We are told 
evils of a society that at 
$ too much importance to pro 
r umerism, and inevitably 


uf outcasts, often among it 
members. With Europe experi 
vomic boom, do you think 


rism is likely to disappear or will it 
ugly head again? 

I'm fairly optimistic. [like to think 
we are better off without having to 
uffer extremes of this kind 
tile the hole in the ozon 
t to us all. 

a lot about it. And I’m 
ced that the problem is not as 
us as it looks. The scientists offer 


I've rea 


too many conflicting reports. But I'm 
tied about this world and the way 
man continues to pollute the whole 
earth. It’s easy to turn a blind eye: the 
problem is not that serious for us, but 
it wil! be for our children.” 

Have you ever taken part in any eco 
logical battle? 
0." 


The newspaper “Figaro revealed that 
practically all the French keep a secret 
diary. Do you? 

‘Tread the article but | don’t be 
lieve it. The French are too lazy ! 
make the effort 

In France, as in Italy, there is 4" 
increasing number of crimes involving 


hil 


Sexual violence against women and ¢ 
dren 


“With my fellow 
Formula One drivers 
the only topics of 
Conversation are 
Oversteer and 
understeer" 


“There are more and more alien 
ated people, not integrated into soci 
ety, who do incomprehensible 
thing: 

Our roads have become one enormous 
cemetery. What could be don 
these car accident 

“Road safety is a question that is 
constantly with us. Deaths caused by 
road accidents really sadden me, In 
France, for example, there are twice 
the deaths that they have in the UK 
and-Ibelieve-oneand a halftimesas 
many as in Italy. The fact is that peo 
ple are underrated, treated like chil. 
dren. I see cars made of tin, for ex. 
ample, when it’s known that the au 
tomotive industry has highly ad 


toavoidall 


vanced technologies at its disposal, 
and I consider this an insult to the 
intelligence of the man in the street 
Nothing is done to stop the produc 
tion of insufficiently safe cars. This i 
plain hypocrisy. Look at the Formula 
One cars; terrible accidents happen, 
but rarely do they catch fire. Inacrash 
involving two runabouts ona motor 
way, the cars’ occupants are often 
burnt to death, To fit our safety tanks 
on standard models would be child’s 
play and hundreds of thousands of 
lives would be saved 

Are strikes the only way of obtainin, 
something 

“Striking is the reaction of people 
who consider themselves - and act 
ally are - weak and can see no othe 
way of obtaining what they feel t 


within their rights, f 


Jut in relations 
between owners 


and employees it 
should never be forgotten that strike 
can bring a whole country to its knee 
also hurting people who are in no 
way to blame, It only take 


5 air-traffic 
controlle 


5 in one country to stop 
working, for example, and half of 
Europe is brought to a standstill 

Is life easier in Switzerland? 

Much more so than in other 
places,” 

Are you still totally opposed to France 
Socialist government? 


‘The political scenario has changed 
considerably. In France the stere 
otypes of right-wing, socialist, com 
munist no longer mean anything. It’ 
the same everywhere. I'm just disap 
pointed at the general way in which 


certain prominent politicians do their 
job 


Are you still criticised in France for 
itzerland? 


having chosen to live in Su 

No, People’s attitud 

what they where a few yea 
You have a six-year-old son: 1 

you think about the relations 

hildren and television? 

In normal doses, TV is stimulat 
ing. But you see incredible things in 
the Japanese cartoons they televise: 
deaths, massacres, killings. Nicolas is 
a very sensitive child and these things 


upset him. But at the same time he 

real what's going on in the Id 
1s left speechless when I saw th 

iolence portrayed in a new cart 


film called Akira, that has just come 


out in Europe. Sheer madness 
How do you reg 


In the 
mal. I'm aCatholi 


ard abor 
ary it’s nor 


a believer. But 


ntieth cer 


in certain cases it’s 

ire you afraid of illn 
Yes, very much so. Both illnes 
and old age. After a full, healthy 
e, old ageishard toaccept 
ce my brother died of a termi 


has terrified me. | 


edicines, I'm afraid 


r. But I have two 


srough check 


"Dil 


haired sort 
What de 


every k 
never connect the 
the right song, 
Do you lik 
Yes, | ofter 
if people turn aro 
instead of the screen F rit a 


spoilt a lot 


Alain Prost’s face, you know!” 

Tell me, Alain, do you think it's possi: 
ble to be just friends with a woman? 

“That’salwaysmy opening line...” 
(laugh) “But joking apart, I think it’s 
difficult to be friends with a woman 
unless there is some feeling of affec- 
tion.” 

Have you ever hated anyone? 

“Not for longer than five minutes. 
Tadmit to having loathed people, but 
in this case too for a limited period of 
time. Then I try to patch things up, as 
T attempted to do with Senna.” 

What does solitude mean to an athlete 
to a driver? 

“In my case it’s the fact of not 
managing to have a private life, not 
being able to go into a restaurant 
shop or hotel without someone ask- 
ing you how the last race went and 
how thenextis likely to go. Generally 
speaking, I experience loneliness 
mostly during private tests between 
one Grand Prix and the next. I feel 
lonely when I’m travelling too: I al- 
ways travelaloneand in the long run 
it gets tedious.” 

What about adoption? 

“Adopting children is wonderful 
if you can’t have one of your own. 
Life without children is sad, For the 
adopted child too, it’s marvellous. 
But if a couple can have children 
there’s no point in adopting.” 


= 


en, or who is, the most 


Who 
important person in your life? 

“My wife, Anne-Marie: she’s the 
one who has always been at hand at 
important moments. With her even 
temperament she has been a great 
help to me in my job.” 

Capital punishment: are you for or 
against? 


“It’s very hard to say this bu 
think itshould be possible to appiy 
in despicable cases of violence i 
volving children, kidnappings - 
minors. I imagine the absurd case of 
someone killing my son: he’d be eg 
demned to life imprisonment 
course. But with good conduct, ae 
ten years this person would already 
be out, a free man. No, I just couldn’, 
stand that. We must be aware of pa. 
coming too lenient.” 

Have you ever had dreams that 


Of 
m- 


Were 
premonitions ; 

“Thad an incredible one: I dreamt 
my grandmother was dead. I was a 
child at the time. I woke up in an 
awful state and rushed to her beq- 
room, next to mine. She was fine, of 
course. But the night after, she dieq 
Since then I have believed in certain 
dreams.” 

Do you believe in an after-life? 

“J most certainly do. I'd like to live 
a completely different, new life. I'd 
like to be an artist, that’s right, a 


painter.” 
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ROAD, COALVILLE, LEICESTER, LE6 4EZ, ENGLAND. 
Please allow up to 28 days delivery. - Thank you. 


y Spain the contract was more 

or less in place and now Nigel 

Mansell really was on the 

point of abandoning his re- 
tirement plans to sign for Williams 
Renault. 

Then why, | asked, had he called 

together representatives of the British 

ress, barely three weeks earlier, and 
lared, finally and unequivocally, 
that he would be finished with For- 
mula One at the end of the season? 

Clearly the door was being left 
open to other forms of racing. It was 
no secret he was talking to Peugeot 
and Jaguar, and there was plenty of 
interest from America. But no way 
would he be driving a Grand Prix car 
in 1991. 

‘I said that because I meant it,’ he 
replied, leaning forward, eyes wide, 
hand on heart. ‘I really meant it.’ 

Mansell was aware, that Friday at 
Monza, that his name was still being 
linked with Williams and that aslong 
as the seat remained vacant his name 
would continue to be linked with the 
team. He had, though, just turned 
them down and wanted to put a stop 
to the speculation. 

Williams, however, would not be 
deterred. Under pressure from 
Renaultand sponsorsalike, they were 
desperate to sign a ‘star’ and Mansell 
was the only one on the loose. They 
had missed out on AyrtonSenna and 
Jean Alesi was patently more inter- 
ested in Ferrari. 

The package Williams eventually 
presented to Mansell proved irresist- 


Good sign for next year's Mansell-Pat 


ODsVEAR 


ible: No. 1 status, spare car, commit- 
ment from Renault and an estimated 
six million pounds. But before all that 
came together, emotional and psy- 
chological forces were at work on the 
Englishman. Even as he spoke, that 
Friday morming at Monza, those forces 
were at work, He was into the U-turn. 

Minutes earlier the Italian fans had 
greeted him enthusiastically, ap- 
plauding him all around the circuit, 
One banner proclaimed: Nigel, you'll 
be in our hearts forever.’ After a 


plinding lap in the afternoon 

climbed from his Ferrari, Waving. Ne 
blowing kisses to the stand op. 6"4 
the pits. The ‘tifosi’ respondeg Sas 
an explosion of cheers. 1th 

On the Saturday evening May. 
wasatthecentre of aremarkable<¢, ell 
He’d returned to the pits to chat tone 
crew and gladly signed autograyp 
booksand pictures fora few lingect” 
fans.Gradually the few became a moh 
but still Mansell signed every¢}, aS 
that was thrust before him. =o 

Suddenly he was on the pit wall 
conducting the chanting. When, a 
last, itwas time to go, hesimply hurled 
himself onto the human mattress j, 
be borne to his sanctuary. No-one cap 
recall having witnessed the like of i 

After the race he left with a large 
bag of fan mail over his shoulder. 4] 
had been sent to him care of the Italian 
magazine Autosprint. All implored 
him to carry on racing. 

Wouldn't he miss all this? ‘Yes, of 
course I will,’ he conceded in a soft 
voice. “I've always loved the racing 
and I'vealways loved the relationship 
I've had with the fans. I rise to the 
fans, and the fans of Italy and Britain 
are the best in the world.’ 

After taking, pole position in Por- 
tugal and again when he arrived in 
Spain, he talked of the effect the Monza 
fans had had on him. As he pointed 
out, he was leaving Ferrari and in 
most cases a driver in that situation 
knows he has been crossed off the 
fans’ Christmas card list 

With Mansell it was different and 


that touched him. An unashamedly 
emotional man, he had been moved 
by all the bags of fan mail he had 
received.They tumbled in from all 
parts of the world. So had the offers. It 
was time for serious talking, and 
consideration, with his wife Rosanne. 

Shehad been openly relieved when 
he made his retirement speech at 
Silverstone. He, in turn, stated he 
wanted to put his family first. As the 
weeks went by herealised he wanted 
toraceinsome formula and sportscars 
seemed a fair compromise. Less 
pressure, less hassle, more fun and 
some pocket money. 

But after Monza that no longer 
appealed so much. He was beginning 
tosee that. Perhapsmoreimportantly, 
so was Rosanne. She told him that she 
would be anxious no matter where he 
raced, so he might as well stay with 
the formula he knew - and have an- 
other shot at the Championship. 

Rosanne was with Nigel in Spain. 
Itwas, he said, an opportunity for her 
to ‘take a look at the whole thing 
again.’ What she saw on the Friday, 
eight minutes from the end of the first 
qualifiying session, shook her. Martin 
Donnelly was seriously injured in an 
horrific crash. Mt 

Williams hoped to announce their 
capture the following day, but Mansell 
was not ready. The circumstances 
were notrightand he wanted tostudy 
every detail of the contract, back home 
on the Isle of Man. ‘I’ve had all these 
promises before.’ he said. ‘I had a 
concrete contract at Ferrari but we 
found some grey areas. You learn 
every year. I'm not the one pushing, 
they are.” 

Onthe Monday, pushed or not, he 
fell in with the deal. It would be for 
one year, with a one-year option. 

Eleven weeks after declaring his 


intention to retire, Mansell said: ‘Had 
Ilet this opportunity go I might have 
Tegretted it for the rest of my life. You 
can’t go back, you have to take the 
chance when it’s there. 

‘I'm driving better than ever, as 
my first and second places in Portu- 
gal and Spain showed, and I’ve got 
the packages I've worked for alll the 
years I've been in the sport. I couldn't 
throw that away 

‘I can only say that I'm amazed 
myself that my decision has, 
been reversed. Itwasn’tun- 44 
til mid-morning, on that 2 
Monday, that I finally made 
up my mind. Everything | 
asked forhas been delivered. 

‘Tt took the persuasive 
powers ofthe Williams team 
and Renault, and pressure 
from the fans to make me 
carry on. But it also needed 
the 100 per cent support of 
Rosanne. She feels that if I 
am not going to hang up my 
helmet altogether, then it 
does not really matter to her 
in what formula I actually 
drive.’ 

Formula One is rubbing 
its hands at the prospect of 
seeing the top three drivers 
in three different cars next 
season. But can the Williams 
really compete with Ayrton 
Senna in a Marlboro 
McLaren Honda and Alain 
Prost ina Ferrari? This year 
the Anglo-Frenchrunner has 
generally beenoutclassed by 
the other pair. 

Mansell’s response 1s 

sitive and instant: ‘I hope 
to make the difference and 1 
believe | can. There is an 
awful lot of ability in the 


team and Iam sure we can take on the 
other top teamsagain. What they need 
isa lift and I feel I can give them that. 
Together we canreally makea go of it 
next season.” 

Mansell won 13 races in his first 
stint with Williams and was twice 
runner-up in the World Champion- 
ship. His partner in 1991 - as in the 
frustrating year of 1988 - will be 
Riccardo Patrese, 

‘lam sure Riccardo and I will work 
well together’ said 37-year-old 
Mansell. ‘We know each other well 
and we both know how to get on with 
the job. He is very experienced and, 
don’t forget, very capable of winning 
races 

‘He and Thierry Boutsen have put 
ina lot of work there. Just as Alain is 
reaping the reward for the hard work 
Gerhard Berger and I putinatFerrari, 
so I should enjoy the benefit of the 
efforts these two guys have made at 
Williams over thelast couple of years.’ 

He added: ‘I am very conscious 
that we may not have many British 
drivers in Formula One next season 
so we carry a lot of responsibility at 
Williams. Hopefully we can fly the 
flag all the way to the Champion- 
ship’ 

Two other British drivers had 
yearned for the chance to drive next > 


season’s Williams. Martin Brundle 
and Derek Warwick were eventually 
told: ‘Sorry, not this time. 

The pair were also in contention 
for the same job at Brabham. Brundle 
clinched the deal and Warwick found 
himself outside another closed door 
unsure which way to turn 

For Brundle it was a return to the 
team he left the previous winter amid 
clouds of financial uncertainty. As in 
1988, heturned to Jaguarand sports: ar 
racing. His first stint with TWR 
brought him the world title, the sec 
ond a share of the Le Mans spoils 

But, just like Mansell, he suc 
cumbed to the lure of the Grand Prix 
stage and this time he is confid 
Brabham have got their act to; 

Brabham have linked up with 
Yamaha, whoare equally determined 
to find their way in 1991. Honda set 
the pace and the standards for all 
Japanese concerns and rivalry is in 
tense. 

Yamaha are consequently mak 
a considerable investment 
project and, with the prospe 
sponsorship, there shoul 
doubts about resources 

Brundle said: ‘The whole packa 
looks very promising and exciti 


ther 


the 


tof major 
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‘al commitment 
all round to do this properly and I 
believe we will get it right 

No-one is going to make any wild 
predictions about next season. We are 
going into this with our eyes open. To 
be realistic we are talking at 
two-year project to be in a position to 
have a genuine impact. But the im 
portant thing is that I am sure 
have the ability and ambition 
progress. The V2 has enormous po 
tential and everything about Yamaha 
is geared for success. 

From a personal point of view it’s 
great to be back in Formula One. You 
get a very special buzz from Grand 
Prix racing and you probably appre 
ciate that more when you're out of it 
for a while. 

‘Hopefully | am back to stay this 
time. We've all got a huge job to do 
but the will is there, I believe I have 
returned a better driver and I intend 
todoall I can todemonstrate that next 
season.’ 

Brundle, of course, was the young 
man who pushed an even younger 
Ayrton Senna to a last-race decider in 
the 1983 British Formula Three 
Championship. Both were duly sum 
moned to the top class the following 
asON. 

But whileSenna made his majestic 
ascent to the pinnacle of the sport, 
Brundle lurched from one setback to 
another, After three years at Tyrrell 


You sense there is ar 
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1 momentum. Jaguar 
anagement 
tally unexpected 
Once again, Jag- 
route. 

ndle still has 
With No. 1 status at 
teed the best 
and they will un: 
efit from his knowl 
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Varwick? While his 
re enthusiastically 
1991 Formula One 
Jersey-based driver 


conceding: ‘It looks as 


ision to drive for 
Thierry Boutsen’s 
of staying with the 
onfirmed his deal 


with Ligier. Another possible seat fo; 
Warwick had gone. 

Perhaps, though, there was still a 
chance of the other Ligier seat? With 
Renault engines on the way they were 
intentonsome prudent restructuring. 
Alas for the Englishman, the French 
team chose a French pilot, newly 
crowned Formula 3000 champion Erik 
Comas. 

How about Derek’s old team, Ar- 
rows? A glimmer ofachance appeared 
to have emerged there. At the time of 
writing, however, it seemed that 
chance had disappeared again 

A miserable season was plunging 
him to still deeper despair. And on 
top of it all he had to cope with his 
accident at Monza, and then team 
mate Martin Donnelly’s gruesome 
crash at Jerez, 

Warwick seta 40. point targetashe 
launched his season with Camel Lo- 
tus Lamborghini, Now it hurts to be 
reminded, ‘Don’t embarrass me,’ he 
pleads. 

The team’s fortunes this year are 
in truth, no reflection on the service 
given by Warwick, or, indeed 
Donnelly. A lack of winter testing 
handicapped them from the start and 
they were simply never able to com 
pensate, 


Warwick says: ‘I'm confused and 
dejected by the whole thing, I want to 
Stay in Formula One, but at the mo 
ment I really don’t know if I shall be 
able to. 

tis a sad state of affairs when 4 
Man of Warwick's character is laid 8° 
low. Sportscars may benefit wher 
Formula One is in danger of losing 


out re 


With extensive use of on board cameras 
and as many as fourteen circuit cameras 


covering every stage ofa race. 
Virgin Sport and BHP have rightly 


established the reputation for releasing 
the finest coverage motorsport has ever 


received. 


x mn 
ALL TITLES REPRESENT _ 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE AT: 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM 


rand Prix racing allows little 

time for outside interests. As 

mn international professional 

business it has become all- 

consuming but when the circus 

reaches Monza it makes an exception 

and goes shopping. Mario Acquati’s 

bookand model shop behind the pad- 

dock is a magnet for every grown-up 
schoolboy in Formula One. 

Keke Rosberg made a whirlwind 
visitand spentover£1000 on ten hand- 
crafted 1/43rd scale models of cars he 
had raced and cars that he regarded 
as significant in Formula One devel- 
opment. John Watson boughta bright 
green GTO Ferrari as raced by David 
Piper in the Sixties and the 340 Ferrari 
driven by Luigi Chinetti and Fon de 
Portago in the 1953 Carrera 
PanAmericana. “Wattie” is building 
up a collection of models of all the 
cars he has raced. 

Engine wizard Brian Hart buys 
books and designer Gordon Murray 
Was always one of the early shoppers 
when the Grand Prix group arrived at 
Monza for testing or racing. 

It never happens in any other 

country perhaps because no other 
track has such a Big Boys’ Toyshop 
virtually attached to the paddock. It 
also happens that Mario is a racer as 
well asa shopkeeper. He speaks their 
language. In 1964 he started racing 
with an 850TC Abarth, stay- 
ing with various Abarths 
until he switched to a Lola 
Formula Junior in 1967. Now 
he races a front-engined 
Volpini Formula Junior in 
historicevents. Marioopened 
his first shop in Monza in 
1965 specialising in Momo 
speed equipment and acces- 
sories and in the following 25 
years expanded into books 
and models and built up an 
international reputation. “In 
1965weonly opened theshop 
for races on five or six week- 
ends a year. Now there are 
races nearly every weekend 
and we are open most of the 
year.” He speaks good Eng- 
lish, Frenchand Germanand 
his wife Lori is also multi- 
lingual. Mario’s two daugh- 
ters, Eleanor and Licia, help 
out on busy weekends. 

The window of the shop 
is massed with 1/43rd scale 
models of every description 
and there are now scale mod- 
els of the drivers’ helmets, 
each one hand-finished in 
France. An international col- 
lectors’ club is growing with 
members anxious to follow 
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their particular theme. Some will fol- 
low one driver and collect every type 
of helmet he wore and every change 
oflivery. Others collect helmets of the 
World Champions - you can buy his- 
toric helmets as well as the current 
hot-sellers like Senna and Prost - and 
others simply place anorder for every 


Lori and Mario -and a toy for the big boys! 


new helmet that comes from the Cot 
tage industry ina French country...” 
lage employing seven craftsme, 
make and paint the tiny helmets. 

You can also buy perfect Scale 
models of the drivers themselyeq, 
These are made in Britain by another 
hobby businessman who asked not fy 
bementioned as he already has mor, 
business for thehand-finished moa 
people than he can cope with, He 
started in the world of Hornby trains 
and double-0 gauge producing guard. 
and railway portersand ventured int, 
the miniature world of motor racing. 

Themost popular Tacing car mod- 
els are 1/43rd scale but smal] doesn’t 
mean cheap. A popular new Mode] 
on the market this year was a tin 
version of the Ferrari 640 Formula 
One car made by the BBR company, 
official modellers to the Ferrarj fac- 
tory. The F1 car sat beneath a plastic 
dome toease the chore of dusting and 
there was a numbered plaque to de- 
note its edition of only 100. These sel] 
for just over £200 and are regarded as 
collector’s items of the future, 

I spent rather more than I had 
meant to on a model. I NEVER buy 
models because I think the line is too 
fine between a toy that costs pence 
andamodel that costs over £100 which 
iswhat I paid for the model of the 166 
Mille Miglia Ferrari spyder that Luigi 
Chinetti had driven to win 
the Spa 24-hour race in 1949. 
The attraction of this particu- 
lar model was that the dam- 
age done to the car during 
the round-the-clock race had 
been faithfully recreated 
dent-for-dent and scratch- 
for-scratch in miniature. In 
two separate accidents 
Chinetti had hit two houses 
and injured two women 
spectators! 

A model in rather larger 
scale was about3 ftin length, 
powered by a single-cylin- 
der petrol engine and radio- 
controlled with a price tag of 
£1800. It came as either a 
McLaren with Ayrton Senna 
at the wheel or as a Ferrari 
driven by Alain Prost. 
Senna’s off-track hobby is 
flying a radio-controlled 
helicopter and we wondered 
whether he might consider 
Purchase of the radio-con- 
tolled Prost Ferrari to use it 
aS a modern equivalent of 
poking pins into a wax ef 
figy... 

Acquati also deals in rate 
old motor racing books, 
Posters, photographs, artand 


collectors’ items. This year Ibought a 
hotograph of Piero Taruffi with his 
Special twin-boom “Tart” record car 
signed to “Giovannino” Lurani with 
details of his500cc worldspeed record 
setin1948at 128.86 mph (207.40kmh). 
Other gems included the original GP 
Cisitalia artwork commissioned but 
not used for the Italian Grand Prix 
oster in 1950. Less expensive (about 
£50) was a 1985 Goodyear poster 
which was the last time Enzo Ferrari 
appeared with his cars for promo- 
tional purposes. The poster shows Mr 
Ferrari in a cobbled courtyard with a 
Formula One car, a modern Testa 
Rossa and a 308. 
If Ferraris in stained glass capture 
‘our imagination, Acquati could of- 
fera 1950s California spyderinleaded 
stained glass at £750 or a 1950s Testa 
Rossa sports-racer in an edition of six. 
A pre-war Talbot coupe in stained 
glass was £1500 ina limited edition of 
only three. 

The Acquati archive includes 
thousands of photographs and origi- 
nal sales catalogues carefully filed. A 
photograph album that captured my 
attention was devoted to the 1928 Ital- 
ian Grand Prix and the work of noted 
Milan photographer of the time, 
Giovanni Strazza. These original 
photographs caught theperiod of rac- 
ing perfectly: Brivio standing beside 
his Talbotin the pit-lane wearing plus- 
fours, Campari standing in a baggy 
suitlooking more likea country farmer 
than a Grand Prix driver. By direct 
comparison there is a close-up shot of 
Achille Varzi in the cockpit of his P2 
Alfa Romeo looking every inch the 
Grand Prix ace of the day with his 
slicked-back hair and central parting. 

Mario’s shop is a magnet for the 
racing writers. Gerald Donaldson, the 
Canadian author of the peclen rac- 
ing biography of Gilles Villeneuve, 
as on Tard io sign copies of his book 
just released in Italy and at any time 
during the weekend when Formula 
One cars weren't on the track, you 
could find Alan Henry, Nigel Roebuck 
or Maurice Hamilton fossicking 
through the files. s 

In a profession renowned et 
thinking only of the next race an 
regarding history as yesterday’ i 
qualifying times, it comes as a pies 
ant surprise to know that a mo c 
shop in Monza can bring out the little 
boy in the toughest racer... 


‘Author Young (‘ght with Mar 
PE writer David Tremayne, 
Roebuck and Gerald Donaldson 
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he car that sustained Alain 
Prost’s world title challenge 
until Japan was designed by 


Enrique Scalabroni, who left 
the Scuderia in July. It has seen con- 
stant aerodynamic and mechanical 
changes through the season - larger 
front wings, revised rear suspension, 
rear wing without central pillar at 
Monza - while Ferrari, concerned by 
the summer unreliability of the new 
V12, have been taking four cars to 
each Grand Prix: two to race, with 
older engines, two “qualifying cars” 
with the newer unit. 


AERODYNAMICS 
1) Nose altered - to differ from John 
Barnard’s 640? 
2)Radical long, curved sideplateskirts 
introduced in Canada - to generate a 
vortex counteracting vorticity from 
front wing tip 
3) The 640’s raised underside is re- 
tained 
4) Small airscoop for front brake 
5) Sidepods, as on the 640, are long 
and narrow, air exiting at the very 
tear of the car. Air intake (5) has also 
been slightly altered, with interior 
airflow fed through an interior chan- 
nel (6) on to the water radiator (7) 
8) When the car needs extra cooling 
some air may exit through side of pod 
as on 640 but with revised layout 
9) Battery, electronics and transmitter 
for on-board camera (10) located in 
left side of upper bodywork 
11) Wider engine airscoop 
12) Smaller airscoop for cooling 
damper reservoir introduced at Bel- 
gian GP 
13)Smallholeslead air to eight electro- 
valves operating 7-speed semi-auto- 
matic gearbox 


Dring Boot 
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14) Gearbox oil cooler located just in 
front of rear wing support 

15) Low-speed rear wing (illustrated) 
has threesections; high-speed version 
retains only the upper section 


FRONT SUSPENSION 
1) Front suspension pushrod (1) con- 
nected by rocker (2) to Penskedamper 
(3), featuring rubber bump (4) 
5) Gas cylinders connected to damp- 
ers. Reservoirs are mounted inside 
the monocoque 
6) Unique Ferrari torsion spring sys- 
tem: bottom of the torsion bar is 
grooved, and it fits into the interior 
cylinder (7) which, via the arm (8) and 
a link (9) fits on to the monocoque, 
Spring (6) is fastened by the cap (10) 
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11) Long links connect left and y; 
suspension movements, both bein 
fitted to the same beam (12) actin, 4 
a very tigid anti-roll bar and aun 
same ride height on both sides, ® 
13) When a more flexible anti-ro} Bay 
system is needed, links (11) are con. 
nected to different beams to induce 
torsion 


MONOCOQUE 
1) The front of the 641 /2is very high to 
give maximum torsional rigidity, 
Monocoque is made of flat Panels, 
with holes for mechanics to work oy 
interior steering parts (1) and (2) Bas 
cylinders for dampers 
3) High sides cut to allow room for 
pushrods 
4) Holes for brake and clutch master 
cylinders 
5) Upper wishbone mounted on out- 
side of monocoque, lower inside 
through small holes (6) 
7) Interior frames increase stability 
and monocoque strength 
8) New, larger and squarer sidepod 
design 
9) Required roll-over bars behind 
driver's head and above his knees 
(10) 
11) Nosebox protects driver's feet in 
frontal impact 


GEARBOX AND REAR 
SUSPENSION 

}) Rear suspension is classic pushrod 
(1) plus double wishbone 
2) Rocker connects pushrod to classic 
spring/damper unit mounted on top 
of gearbox 
3) Damper has gas reservoir (4) to cool 
gas and maintain same damper 
characteristics 
5) Link connects rocker (2) to arm (6) 
giving torsion in anti-roll bar (7) 


AERODYNAMICS 
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GEARBOX AND REAR 
SUSPENSION 


8) Two-part airscoop, one leading air 
to wheel bearing and brake dise, the 
other to Brembo caliper (9) 

10) Airbox for breathing engine oil 
system via pipe (11) eee 
12) Bight electro-valves activating 
semi-automatic 7-speed longitudinal 
Ferrari gearbox behind rear axle. 
Valves repositioned at top of gearbox 
to allow easier access 

13) Traditional gearbox oil cooler 


MONOCOQUE 


t is everyone's idea of a “real” 

racing car;cigar-shaped body, six- 

cylinder engine, wire wheels, 

skinny tyres...andred! Fangio was 
World Champion in itin 1957, and set 
alaprecordattheN' urburgring which 
the pundits said would never be bro- 
ken. (It was, of course, only a year 
later.) Itissufficiently recentthatmany 
ofthe34 which were builtsurvive and 
are still racing in historic events - of- 
ten lapping faster than in their hey- 
day. 

The 250F first appeared in 1954, 
when the 2.5-litre Formula 1 was in- 
troduced, and won first time out; 
Buenos Aires, January 17 1954, driver 
Juan Manuel Fangio. There was also a 
250F in the last race of the 2,5-litre 
Formula, at Riverside on November 
20 1960, but by then the design re- 
quirements for Grand Prix cars had 
changed completely and the front 
engine layout was obsolete, 

The basic layout of the 250F was 
similar to that of the 2-litre A6GCM 
Formula 2 car raced in 1953 World 
Championship events, inone of which 
Fangio won the last race of that sea- 
son, at Monza. However, in detail 
design it wasall new. The chassis was 
multi-tubular, with front suspension 
by unequal length double wishbones, 
coil springs and an anti-roll bar. At 
the rear a de Dion layout and trans- 
verse spring was used; the de Dion 
tube was located longitudinally by 
double radius rods, and laterally bya 


Maestro Fangio in the Maserati at the Nurburgring in 1957 


The Great 
Grand Priy Cats: 


Maserati 250 
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sliding block running in a yertical 
channel on the casing of the gearbox / 
final drive unit; the transverse spring 
also acted asa rearanti-roll bar. Spring, 
damping was by double-acting 
Houdaille rotary vane shock absorb- 
ers. Unusually, the de Dion tube was 
mounted ahead of the axle to reduce 
the car's polar moment of inertia - 
notably by bringing the fuel tank as 
far forward as possible; nowadays, of 
course, because of the very large 


variations in weight distribution in- 
volved, it would be unthinkable to 
have the fuel tank of a Tacing car 
behind the rear wheel centre line, 
Large, finned drum brakes were used, 
mounted outboard and hydraulically 
operated. Steering was by worm-and_ 
sector, 

The 2493cc in-line six-cylinder en- 
gine had a bore and stroke of 84 x 77 
mm, two overhead camshafts and 
three twin-choke Weber carburetters, 
in 1954, using a mixture of methano| 
and benzol, it developed 240 Dhp at 
7400 rpm, justunder 100 bhp per litre, 
This was transmitted by an engine- 
mounted multiplate clutch and an 
open propellor shaft to the rear- 
mounted gearbox/final drive unit; it 
went through bevel gears to the four- 
speed transverse gear-train, and 
thence by spur gears to the differen. 
tial assembly; both final drive and 
individual gear ratios were fixed, and 
the overall ratio was varied by chang- 
ing the input bevels. The driver sat 
above the propellor shaft, with his 
feeteither side of the clutchbell-hous- 
ing and with the accelerator pedal to 
the left of the brake. 

Thefirst two carsarrived at Buenos 
Aires virtually untested, and imme- 
diately suffered bearing failures as a 
result of the oil getting too hot. (The 
oil tank was mounted alongside the 
engine.) And when Fangio com- 
plained about the handling, an im- 
provement was effected by cutting 


out two chassis tubes! Subsequent 
testing resulted in the handling being 
improved by spring changes, but the 
lubrication problem was not com- 
pletely solved until the oil tank was 
moved to theextreme rear, behind the 
fuel tank. For Spa Fangio had a re- 
vised cylinder head, with larger 
valves, and won again, with Stirling 
Moss third in the standard car which 
had been bought for him by his father 
with theaid of BP. AtReims, of course, 
Mercedes came on the scene. And for 
the remainder of the year Maserati’s 
best result was second at Barcelona 
(Luigi Musso). Moss had shown such 
promise that he was loaned a works 
engine, and led at Monza until ten 
laps from the end, when an oil pipe 
failed; in 1955 he joined Mercedes. 
By 1955 the 250F was meeiay 
teliable, and was very successful ” 
non-championship races, but in # ie 
year’s six Grands Prix it maneee 
only two thirds - a record ateabuted 
by Maserati to the lack of top-line 
drivers. During the year eS 
bodywork, wider brakes and 2 na 
speed gearbox were introduces ie 
fuel injection was tried - unsuccess 


At the end of the season pierces 
withdrew from racing, fensio nt 
to Ferrari and Moss return i 
Maserati, leading at Buenos Aires ie 
his engine went off and onaing 
Monaco. With second place ae be 
Nurburgring and another win a! 
Monza, he was a close secon ae 
Fangio in the World Champions! Pi 
Jean’ Behra, with a second pd er 
thirds, was fourth. Because of the 


Mans disaster, there were only six 
Grands Prix that year. 

During 1956 the cars underwent 
considerable development, and there 
were also experiments with disc 
brakes. The most important changes 
were made in September, when two 
“offset” cars appeared at Monza for 
the Italian Grand Prix, The engine 
wasangled5 degrees to thecentreline, 
with the propeller shaft running di- 
agonally to a revised transmission 
unit; this allowed a lower seating po- 
sition and thus reduced frontal area. 

For 1957Mossswitched to Vanwall 
and Fangio returned to Maserati, in- 
spiring the building of several “light- 
weight” non-offset cars. Nitro-meth- 
ane was added to the fuel, an eee 
was fitted to the carburetters, and te 
wheels were offset to improve brake 
cooling; the end-product was ex- 


tremely businesslike, and vindicated 
itself when Fangioand Behra finished 
1,2atBuenos Aires. Fangio wonagain 
at Monaco, Rouen and the 
Nurburgring, and with second places 
at Pescara and Monza he was World 
Champion by a comfortable margin. 
During 1957 a V12 engine was 
produced, which developed over 300 
bhp but had a very narrow power 
band; it appeared several times but 
only showed real promise at Monza, 
where it eventually failed in spec- 
tacular fashion; it might have been 
developed for 1958, when the rules 
required a switch to commercial fuel, 
but at the end of 1957 Maserati with- 
drew from racing; their decision was 
made for sound commercial reasons, 
but they may also have realised that 
the days of the 250F, and indeed of all 
front-engined racing cars, werenum- 
red. 
s AtReims in 1958 a final, “Piccolo” 
version of the 250F finished fourth, 
driven by Fangio, Two more cars of 
this type were built, forthe American 
enthusiast Temple Buell, and one fin- 
ished fourth at Monza; these were 
Maserati’s last World Championship 
oints. 
is For five years, during which other 
manufacturers came and went, the 
250F was the backbone of Grand Prix 
racing - as itis today of Historic For- 
mula 1 racing. It was a car which 
could be driven well by many, and 
brilliantly by a few; it was one of the 
best front-engined racing cars ever 
made. 


im Clark once said that Dan 

Gurney was one of the toughest 

Opponents that he had ever 

driven against. Along with his 

contemporary Phil Hill and, later 
on, Mario Andretti and Peter Revson, 
Dan Gurney is one of only four 
Americans to win a moder era Grand 
Prix. Gurney, the tall American from 
California, made his Formula One 
debut in 1959 with Ferrari. After that 
he drove for BRM, Porsche, Brabham, 
his own Eagle team and McLaren 
Highlights of his Fl career include 
four Grand Prix victories, three poles 
and 22 front row starts. 

And then there was the magnifi- 
cent double in 1967 when he won the 
Le Mans 24 Hours in a Ford and fol- 
lowed it up by driving his own Eagle 
Weslake to victory in the Belgian 
Grand Prix at Spa. Today, Gurney is 
the owner of Team Toyota which 
competes in the American IMSA GTP 
series. It was at one of those IMSA 
races that Gurney took time to reflect 
on his own Grand Prix career and to 
compare it to Formula One today. 


Stories and photos of Grand Prix 
racing in the 1960's tell of a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere, Was it really like 
that? 

“Tt didn’t seem any more relaxed 
when the flag dropped. We had fewer 
races. I think life in general is more 
hectic today, There are so many more 
things - like electronic communica- 
tions- thatintrude on lifenow. There's 
more information given out about 
racing today than ever before. And, of 
course, when the money goes up, you 
get more people interested. So, yes, 
'd say racing weekends are more 
hectic now. But I don’t know about 
the driving itself - I seriously doubt 
that it’s any more hectic than it was 
then.” 


In the 1960's the drivers didn't rush 
off right after the race. These days it seems 
like the teams spend as much time plan- 
ning their escape from the track as for the 
race itself. The chequered flag starts the 
race for the helicopters 

“I remember talking to Pete De 
Paolo who was driving in Europe in 
the late 20's, and he said that there 
would be three weeks between Grands 
Prix or races, whether they were GPs 
or not, and they would go on picnics 
and go visit from one town to another: 
travel and really get to see the place, 
Well, of course, you really don't get to 
do that anymore, You jump into this 
tube and fly through the air. | don’t 
know if you are really doing anything 
or living any better. | admire some- 
body st is able to know how to get 
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ie Way 
Used to Be: 


Dan Gurney 


alotoutoflifeand notbesubjectto the 
pull of all this activity which may end 
up being very unimportantin thelong 
ne 


One of the biggest changes over the 
years has been the increase in testing. 
When Juan Manuel Fangio retired, 
Gurney says, it was the end of an era in 
more ways than one. 


“I signed on at $163 
a month and half of 
the starting money 
(at Ferrari in 1959). 
Great huh? | made a 
little over $7,500 that 
year. But! would not 
have missed it.” 


Fangio was one of the last drivers 
of the type: you show Up with your 
gloves, helmetand uniform and drive 
thecar. And everything you docomes 
from looking within yourself to tr 
and come up with Something better. 

“And then say the Jack Brabhan, 
type comes along. He's not only a 
very g00d driver butalsoan excelient 
engineer, mechanic, innovator, And 
he can get more technical help. Not 


that Fangio couldn’t, but it wa. ny 
most not done: you worked With 
factories, and the engineers diq their 
thing and you just got in and drove 
Pride almost said you would Not ask 
forsomething, although I'msurea lot 
of that went on. But, anyway, it Was 
soon a new era 

“Then you throw in the wingsanq 
the tyre wars. Then electronics Bave 
you the ability to do the same sort of 
things thathelped putus on the moon, 
Racing changed completely, I think, 
from the standpoint of what People 
are interested in - who is the best 
driver. Itmadeit more difficult to fing 
out.” 


One thing that has changed for the 
better - for the drivers -is salaries. Ayrton 
Senna, Alain Prost and Nigel Mansell 
will each earn over 10 million dollars in 
1991. What sort of money did the top FI 
drivers earn in the 1960's when Gurney 
was part of the scene? 

“No one ever even knew. At the 
time when I began they considered 
that Stirling Moss made the most 
money. He was the only one with a 
personal manager. Everyone negoti- 
ated the so-called ‘starting money’ 
and so forth independently. I think 
the time when things reached the low 
ebb was in the early 70’s when Bernie 
Ecclestone made the pact and took 
over FOCA. That's when it all began 
to change. Prior to that it was pretty 
slim pickings. 

“I signed on at $163 a month and 
half of the Starting money (at Ferrari 
in 1959). Great huh? I made a little 
over $7,500 that year, But I would not 
have missed it.” 


How did an American from Califor- 
nia get interested in Formula One? Most 
of Gurney’s friends must have been into 
drag racing and hotrods, 

Idid some of the very early drag, 
facing, and I enjoyed it, butroad racing 

‘ad an appeal to me. I used to read 
Oks about racing in Europe, I was a 
Student of that sort of thing, so 1 was 
pretty much headed in that direction 
from the very beginning, although ! 


Hs bs idea of how I was going to get 


He did get there, His first race was i" 

955 i na Triumph TR2. Four years later 

Ferrari invited him for a test drive. How 
did the Ferrari F1 drive come to be? 

n thosedays Ferrari hada world: 
Gide type of (tracking system). Luigi 
Chinetti was Part of the Ferrari sy" 
tem over here. Chinetti, who ran 4 

€rrari team in the USA, told Ferrat 
sPout a 28-year-old American Wh? 
Was doing well in local races. Ferrati 


ked meifl would come for an audi- 
tion in Modena. I did and managed to 
0 
td invited onto the team 


He went ont to race four Grands Prix 
, 1959, scoring a second, third and a 
fourth In 1960 he drove for BRM and 
then joined Porsche for two years. He 
spent 1963 through 1965 at Brabham 
before racing his own AAR (All Ameri- 
can Racers) Eagle F1 car from 1966 to’68. 
Hescored his first GP victory in France in 
1962, won in France and Mexico in 1964 
and again in Belgium in 1967. That, of 
course, was the Jim Clark era. What are 
Gurney’s memories of Clark? 
“jimmy didn’t blow his horn at 
all. [ think that he spoke with his foot 


= 


He was always able to extract nearly 
100 percent out of his car, and he had 
a great following. He drove mostly 
for Colin Chapman. But, when he 
didn’t, he did very well in the other 
cars that he drove. So Jimmy was a 
very worthy World Champion and 
Grand Prix driver 

“He was a friendly guy: he wasn’t 
remote. Yes, he was shy, but he wasn’t 
that shy. He was a little bit reserved, 
but he had a really good sense of 
humour. He could pull pranks... he 
was full of energy, and he was very 
adventurous in his driving Hedidn’t 
just stay in Fl. He had enough self- 
confidence so that he would go out 
and race something even with the off 


chance that he might get in the wrong, 
car or look pretty poor. He loved to 
race. He is one of the few Europeans 
that did any NASCAR driving. He 
broke into Indy. He raced the Lotus 
Cortinas and the large Ford sedans.” 


Gurney, too, was an adventurous 
driver. In addition to F1, he raced and 
won in NASCAR stock cars, Indy cars, 
Can-AM and endurance sports cars. He 
won a total of 37 races in 10 different 
countries. One of the highlights of his 
career was in 1967 when he and AJ Foyt 
won the Le Mans 24 Hours. Two weeks 
later Gurney drove his AAR Eagle to 
victory at Spa 

“T was thrilled to win. At the time 


> 


the car wasn’t running really super. 
We wereinalittle bitof difficulty - we 
had a high-speed miss. So I thought 
‘this is just the beginning’. I didn’t 
realise that the way things were going 
to work out that was the only one we 
were going to win with the Eagle. So, 
asthe years have goneby,ithas meant 
more and more. 

“But I always loved Spa. I almost 
won it in a Brabham once. Even in 
those days, even with that thing (the 
Eagle) itran 196 mph down the faste 
part of the track. That little kink in the 
road... it wasn’t an easy thing to do 
without lifting!” 


Gurney enjoyed the challenge of the 
old Spa circuit. He also enjoyed the 14 
challenging miles of the old Nurburgring 

“Thad the(1967) German GP pretty 
muchin hand. I hada 40-second lead. 
Then with three laps to go the univer 
sal joint broke. That was always the 
one! wanted to win. It was the circuit 
that wasmostintimidatingat the time. 
Imanaged to hold the lap record there 
a couple of times, and that meant a 
great deal to me.” 


1968 marked the end of the AAR F1 
effort. At the time AAR was competing in 
Grand Prix, Indy and Can-AM. “It was 
very apparent that we're just spread too 
thin,” Gurney said in an interview in 
1968, “We're just not big enough todo it 
Therefore... the decision was to give up 
Grand Prix racing.” 

Some people say that Gurney could 


Historia victory; Gurey's Eagle lies at Spain in '67 

at a 
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have won more except that he couldn't 
leave well enough alone-he would get a 
carset upand then changeit forthe worse. 
Does Gurney agree with that? 

“Well, no, | don’t. [don’tsuppose 
I'll ever shed that (image). Not that 
people worry about it anyway. But if 
you look back, there were times when 
Iwas driving at Brabham forinstance, 
that... we drove half aseason without 
changing an anti-roll bar ora spring. 
So, it wasn’t the case, although you 
arealways looking forsomething that 
might improve things. It’s interesting 
how those things get started. I have 
long since given up worrying about 
ibe 


Gurney chuckles. He hasn't lost his 
sense of humour over the years, and the 
smile on his tanned face is still as wide as 
you see in the photos of him in the 1960's, 
Looking to the future, will we ever see 
Gurney’s AAR team back in Formula 
One or Indy competition? 

“T don’t know. I'm watching the 
3.5-litre normally-aspirated formula 
withgreatinterest. [ have oftenlonged 
fora world formula. It would be nice 
to have itso that you would have 10 
differentenginemanufacturers really 
going, at each others’ throats. Asa fan 
Thope that it comes to something, If 
that were the case, there might be a 
chance where we could come backin. 
Weare actually building and design- 
ing our own IMSA GIP car. | think it 
willbe very good. Itwillbe made with 
the latest carbon construction meth- 


ods. We are trying to maintain ouy 
capabilities and Ithink we have mad¢ 
greatstrides towardsasituation wher 
wemightbe able to do something like 
that.” 


Switching to the road, tvhat sort of car 
does he drive? 

“Mostly I drive Toyota cars sinc, 
we are associated with Toyota. I have 
a Toyota Supra Turbo and I drive 
Lexus. Ialso drive a Toyota MR2 once 
ina while. 

“But nowadays there are a lot of 
bureaucrats that want to mind your 
business. You still want to drive as 
well as you can and still be responsi 
ble for others that are sharing the 
highway. So you have to be very se. 
lective and careful on what you do. 
It’s hard to get to be an enthusiast for 
automobiles compared to whatit used 
to be. Those days are gone.” 


Finally, going back to Formula One 
if Gurney could have raced in his era or 
today, which would he choose? 

“Itwas like driving a Volkswagen 
Beetle: you just wound the gearbox 
back and forth as fast as you could, 
and you were not getting anywhere. 
You could crouch down... if you had 
an eyebrow stuck over the cockpit 
you would lose half a mile an hour! 
Formula Veesare probably justa little 
bit faster than what we were driving! 

“The fact is that we had fairly 
skinny tyres, and cars felt like they 
had quite a bit of power. Once Mare 
Surer had an ATS FI car with a 3-litre 
Cosworth in it and I had the 1962 
Porsche, and we switched. We were 
fooling around at Hockenheim. Ac- 
tually the Cosworth-powered ATS, 
even though it wasn’ta super car, felt 
like it was geared like a cogged rail- 
road, like the ones that climb up the 
mountains. It was almost hard to get 
the thing to wheelspin. Whereas, even 
though it was a 1.5-litre, you could 
promote wheelspin pretty easily with 
the Porsche. 

“But thinkI was very fortunate to 
Bet to drive on some of the old classic 
circuits. The old Nurburgring, Spa...| 
was lucky to drive the Targa Florio. 
These races had long histories, and 
even though they changed a little bit, 
they were very much as they once 
were. You touched the nostalgic as 
pects of it. | don’t think the fellows 
today geta chanceto relate to the way 
itused to be. So | appreciated that.” 


Gurney, whoasaboy read books about 
drivers racing on theclassic circuits, wen! 
on to race on them himself. And now he 


too, is part of the racing legend 
Ig legend. PE | 
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GAUDD MINE 


alk earlier on this season that 
Al Unser Junior was going to 
join the Grand Prix circus got 


methinking about Americans 
in Grand Prix racing, amongst whom 
we have had two World Champions 
in Phil Hill and Mario Andretti and a 
number of Grand Prix winners such 
as Dan Gurney (Porsche, Brabham 
and Eagle), Richie Ginther (Honda) 
and Peter Revson (McLaren). 

But these were not the only ones 
for surprisingly nearly forty Ameri- 
cans have competed in Grand Prix 
racing, most of them on one-off drives 
in US Grands Prix. 

Harry Schell was the first Ameri- 
can tocompete in a World Champion- 
ship Grand Prix, Though brought up 
in France, Harry’s parents were 
American and well known motor 
sport competitors; his mother won 
the Coupe des Dames in the 1929 
Monte Carlo Rally! 

He raced for many teams and his 
best result was second to Moss in the 
Dutch Grand Prix in 1958 driving for 
BRM; he was to finish fourth in the 
World Championship that season. 

Of the Indy drivers who drove in 
Grand Prix, Bobby Unser drovea BRM 
in the US Grand Prix in 1968 but blew 
an engine and never came back to 
Formula 1, Roger Ward the 


France 1959. Schell seeks some coolant! 


Americans Come Back! 


Indianapolis winner ran a US Midget 
car powered by an Offenhauser en- 
gine in the 1959 US Grand Prix at 
Sebring and two years later drove a 
Lotus at Watkins Glen but the general 
attitude of the dyed-in-the-wool 
Indycar drivers of the day could be 
summed up by Indianapolis winner 
Troy Ruttman who “for a lark” came 
over to the French Grand Prix and 
raced a Maserati finishing tenth. He 
never came back but when asked 
about it later he remarked, “It was a 
hell of a fun race”. It is ironic that in 
that race at Rheims in 1958 two other 
Americans made their Grand Prix 
debut, both of them sports car driv- 
ers, and one of them to become the 
first US World Champion three years 
later. The one who didn't make it was 
Carroll Shelby who drove a Scuderia 
Centro Sud Maserati and the other, 
Phil Hill who also drive a 250 Fl 
Maserati. 

Until Mario Andretti came along a 
few years later Phil Hill was probably 
the most European-like of the Ameri- 
can drivers and the man who really 
wanted to becomeChampion. Though 
much is said of the fact that in 1961, 
his Championship year, he was over- 
shadowed by Wolfgang Von Trips 
who was killed at Monza, Hill was a 
good Formula 1 driver whose career 


tookadownward turnafterwardsand 
I remember the sheer despair on his 
face at the 1963 Italian Grand Prix at 
Monza when he struggled with the 
pathetic ATS Grand Prix car. 

Mostofthe other Americans to dip 
a toe in Formula 1 in the Sixties are 
virtually unremembered today, Jay 
Chamberlain, Ronnie Bucknum, Bob 
Drake, Herbert Mackay Frazer and 
George Constantine to mention but a 
few. 

The real stars were Gurney and 
Gregory, Ginther and Revson and the 
superstars Phil Hill and Mario 
Andretti. Of them all Andretti was 
perhaps the greatest for, like many 
other greats before him, he was a win- 
ner in any kind of car you cared to 
place under him whether it was Indy 
Cars, Sports Cars or Grand Prix. 

Grand Prix racing has always had 
a European bias and there has been a 
tendency to treat Americansasslightly 
inferior so it is not surprising that in 
turn the Americans seem unwilling to 
embrace Formula 1. Perhaps the Eu- 
ropean elitists should stand back fora 
minute and consider the fact that it 
was the French who started it all and 
they only ever had one World 
Champion...at least the Americans 
have had two! 


What a great idea 
for a present — 


a subscription to Prix Editions for 
a Formula One Friend (or for 
yourself of course), can cost as 
little as £15. 


And they can receive a 
free gift. 


And they could win a fabulous 
trip to the 1991 Monaco 
Grand Prix (see page 13) 
in our prize draw. 
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So whether you want to treat 
yourself or a friend complete the 
coupon on page 80 or call us now 
on 081-540 2396 and quote your 
credit card details. 


Choose either of these free gifts with your subscription order 


THE PRIX FILE 


Designed to keep your magazines in good 
condition and give quick and easy access for 


reference. 


MURRAY WALKER’S 
GRAND PRIX CHALLENGE 


This very popular book is packed with over 1,200 
questions to test your knowledge — also great fun 
when used as a game with up to four players. 


EAS SUBSCRIBERS 
‘TE: FREE GIFT OFFERS APPLY TO UK AND OVERS! 
a ili SEE ORDER FORM ON PAGE 80 


MODEL PIT STOP 


In the last few months we have been 
taking a close look at 1/43 and 1/20 
scalemodels. Thismonth, fora change, 
Ithoughtitwouldbe moreinteresting 
to look at some of the bigger scales 
around - and bigger not only in scale 
but prices and resale profits. 

Many readers will already know 
of the Tamiya range of 1/12scale kits 
such as the Lotus 72 and the Ferrari 
312 T4 or even the Protar range with 
such cars as the Alfa Romeo 179. But 
there are others. Like, for instance, 
Milano 43, of Milan of course, with 
their superb range of 1/14 scale For- 
mula 1 cars such as the Ferrari F189. 
This is the Brazilian Grand Prix car 
which Nigel Mansell drove to victory 
and it retails at around (wait for it) 
£750 per car. 

The cars have to be seen to be 
believed, At present the Milano 43 
people are working on a limited edi- 
tion 1/14 scale Ferrari 641/2. There 
will be only 100 models made and 
they will come complete ona covered 
displaystand, retailing ataround £800. 
When you think, however, that the 
1989 Rio winner is already changing 
hands at £1,100 and upwards, then 
you realise that the price makes it a 
good investment. 

The only problem is that the 
chances of obtaining one are limited 
by the fact there is already a waiting 
listand the models haveto be paidfor 
in advance. 

Another range of cars made in a 
larger scale by another firm in Italy 
comes from a company called MG 
Models. They produced a very nice 
model of the Ferrari 156 complete with 
removable wheels and engine cover. 
They sold for £500 and are well worth 
looking into. 

There are one of two other up- 
market models worth checking out, 
such as the Ferrari 312T produced by 
Superior Models of Japan. The kit 
comprises about 250 different parts 
and retails at about £175. If built up, it 
costs £400, I believe it is well worth 
the money. 

If you would like details of any of 
themodels! havewritten about, please 
contact me at Just Cars Anyway in 
Swindon and I will be pleased to offer 
any help I can give. 


Collectors’ Tip 


Do you remember a few yea: 

that Corgi Toys of England rea 
range of diecast cars like the Shadow, 
Tyrrell P34 and Lotus 72? Well, where 
other old Corgis have shot u pin price, 
the Fl range can still be picked up ie 


between £15 and £20 per car. If they 
are in mint condition, as many stijj 
are, I think they make a great invest. 
ment. If you see any, buy one or two 
or more, and store them away some. 
where safe. I believe the price wil] 
shoot up over the next few years, 


Latest News 


© A little bird has told me that a wel]- 
known model company from Japanis 
‘oing to release a new 1/12 scale F) 
tar before the end of the year. FDS 
Kits of Italy have released their com- 
plete range once again of all the 1979- 
80 Formula 1 cars in 1/43 scale, in- 
cluding all the Villeneuve Ferraris, 


* Market research shows the model 
market has grown by 25 per cent in 
the last year and 15% of that was for 
model cars. Just Cars Anyway’s new 
Fl listing is now available. Pleasesend 
mea stamped addressed envelope for 
a free copy. 


Allen Syms, Just Cars Anyway 


Mario's Monza Toyshop - see pages 60-61 


Mailbag Replies 
Answers to Quiz No. 7 - 1983 


1. John Watson 2. Dutch GP 3. None 
4. Eddie Cheever 5. Twelve 6- 
Riccardo Patrese 7. ATS 8. Jonathan 
Palmer 9. Brands Hatch GP of Eu- 
rope 10. Tyrrell, Detroit. 

Duke Marketing’s 10 Video Winners 
IG Pinches, Notts. D. Voaden, Devon- 
Martin Dunker, Ludenscheid Ger 
many.T. Beaumont, Lincoln. R. Briggs 
Beds. M.A. Pattison, Cheshire. Juan 
Carlos Calzada, Vizcaya Spain. 
Kenneth Go, Hong Kong. Paul 
Sharman, South, Humberside. Bjor 
Ersmar, Bollnas Sweden. 


Just Cars Anyway Model WinnerM.5: 


RECOMMENDED 
READING 


180 Rennfabrer 


1974-1990 


Thisis probably thebiggestbook you'll 
ever buy! Its 384 pages are crammed 
with Joseph Emonts-pohl's excellent 
pictures, to which Burkhard 
Nuppeney has added a short text on 
each of the 180 drivers discussed. 
As Niki Lauda says in his preface 
to the book, it offers a "rear-mirror 
view of the pictures and stories and 
thepeoplebehind them", thoughsome 
may find the pictures whet the appe- 
tite for those stories but the sheer 
concision of the texts is an hors- 
d'oeuvre rather than a real main 
course. The original texts are in Ger- 
man, and the book comes complete 
with a separate "English and French 
annex" that has to be matched to the 
relevant photography. y 
The pictures, though, are a feast in 
themselves: concentrating on off-duty 
moments rather than on-track may- 
hem, they area kaleidoscope of motor 
racing memories that any true fan 
would be glad to have on the shelf 


Available at $121 from AKTUELL 
VERLAGSGESELLSCHAFT, 
Malmedyer Str.22, 4780 St.Vith, Belgium 
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GET INTO 
GEAR... 


You can now buy our latest 
full colour Mail Order 
Catalogue containing hundreds 
of specialist items.Our extensive range “i 
of Motor Sport Insignia includes : 
COLLECTOR CAR PRINTS 
POSTERS 
BANNER POSTERS 
PIN BADGES 
CLOTH BADGES 
KEY FOBS ba? 
STICKERS 

SUN VISORS STRIPS 
HATS 


- Catalogue please fill in the coupon below and send with Postal Order or cheque 
for 50 to RACET RAX {1D P.O Box 4,Holywood,Co, Down B18 OHZ or phone 0232 
428124 for Credit Card orders.Price of catalogue will be refunded with merchandise orders 


over £10 


NAME..... 
ADDRESS.. 


Racetrax Limited 


Letters to the Editor 


Action, please, FISA 
Sir, For the most competitive season 
for some years to end as it did in 
Suzuka will have done F1a great deal 
of harm. We have Ayrton Senna de- 
clared world champion and in my 
opinion a very unworthy champion. 
Whyisit thatactions like that ofSenna 
taking off his rival Prost can be got 
away with? Both McLaren drivers 
have been guilty of very dangerous 
driving during this season and have 
Tuined the chances of some other big 
name performers, Mansell, Nannini 
and Prost being just three. Still noth- 
ing is done to stop this type of danger- 
ous driving. I was of the opinion that 
Senna was under some form of pro- 
bation after his actions in taking off 
Prost at Suzuka in 1989, but still he 
has been allowed to race on putting 
other drivers’ lives in danger. FISA 
must do something to stop this type 
of irresponsible driving by any FI 
Pilot. Well, sir, I for one will not be 
going to Adelaide. I see no point in 
watching a dead race. In fact, itis only 
the fact that Nigel Mansell has de- 
cided not to retire which will fuel my 
interest for another season. Oh! for 
the good old days of Fl when the 
Tacing was real racing and notthe win 
atany cost thatit seemstohavebecome 
now. | look forward to some positive 
action by FISA to put Fl back into its 
Positionas the best motor sport-asits 
name suggests it is. 


Roy D. Harrison Victoria, Australia 


Unfair image of Senna 
Sir, The crash with Alain Prost at 
Suzuka has once again heightened 
Ayrton Senna’s bad-boy image. Yet, 
the most predictable result of the 
Japanese Grand Prixhasbeen the press 
reaction. However, if we cast our 
minds back 12 months to Suzuka 1989 
when the championship leader was 
Prost and Senna needed to win, itwas 
Prost doing the shunting. It is now 
generally accepted that Senna was 
alongside Prost and that it was Prost 
who.cut in to cause the accident 
knowing full-well it would hand him 
the championship. And yet, Prost 
never received any publiccondemna- 
tion from Mr Balestre, the FISA presi- 
dent, neither was he slated by the 
press. The conditions and result were 
exactly the same as this year in that 
the guilty party won the champion- 
ship. The one difference is that this 
time it is Senna who is world cham- 
pion. I do not condone either driver 
for their actions but it does seem un- 
fair that Senna’s image remains that 
of bad-boy whilst Prost still seems to 
be the yardstick by which all drivers 
measure themselves. | get the feeling 
that had the championship not been 
foughtbya French driver, Mr Balestre 
wouldnothave reacted insuch strong 
terms. Afterall, hedidseem strangely. 
quiet and devoid of comments last 


year when Prost smashed his way to 
the title. 


T. Burford, Gt. Yarmouth, England, 
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Tribute to Sandro 

Sir, Itisa shame thata driver has tobe 
struck by some sort of tragedy before 
weall show our appreciation towards 
him. Inthe cases of Gilles and Elio the 
real tributes came too late. But fortu- 
nately this is not the case as far as 
Sandro is concerned. The very few 
times | met Sandro in person in the 
paddock, I considered him to be a 
very likeable and amusing character 
and thatis the best recipe for popular- 
ity. | am very sure that very many 
people are going to miss him on the 
tracks and the real fans are never go- 
ing to forget him, no matter what. All 
we can wish for at the moment is that 
he makes a very speedy recovery, so 
that he can be back someday, doing 
what he enjoysso much and what the 
fans wanthim to do -racingasa front- 
runner in Formula One. I hope this 
letter is an extra encouragement for 
him to fight fora quick comeback. We 
wish you good luck, Sandro. 


Prix Editions welcomes corre- 
spondence from readers on 
topics of Formula One interest. 
Letters may be reproduced in 
part or in whole; their appear- 
ance doesnot imply agreement 
with the view expressed. 
Write to The Editor, 

Prix Editions, First Frost Ltd, 
Lyon Road, Windsor Avenue, 
Wimbledon SW192SE, or Prix 
Editions, 102 Greenhill Road, 
Unley, South Australia 5061 


Irrevocable damage done 

Sir, As an impartial observer of F1 
racing, I wish to express my concern 
for the sport. I sat down excited} 

anticipating a great Japanese Grand 
Prix. All the ingredients were there: 
Prost,Sennaand thetitle onthe end of 
it. What transpired left a deep scar on 
the sport. Irrevocable damage was 
donenotonly totheremains ofSenna’s 
reputation, but to Grand Prix racing 
asa spectacle. Don’t misconstrue my 
loyalties. I have no allegiance to Prost 
or Ferrari. As an avid fan of Fl, I was 
annoyed that Ayrton Senna chose to 
settle the championship by using 
tactics which are unacceptablecoming 
from a professional sportsman. Do 


RACE-FANS 


you 


Andrea’s own fan club | . 
Sir, As a regular reader of Prix Edi- 
tions, Ihave noticed the photos of a 
humurous note. Sometime ago, you 
published a photo of the one and only 
Satoru Nakajima fan (in Europe, Ed) 
so I thought you may consider pub- 
lishing one of two Andrea de Cesaris 
fans. It shows myself and Alasdair 
Dunsmuir from Scotland and we 
started the de Cesaris fan club at the 
Spanish Grand Prixin 1987. We Bey 
de Cesaris gets a lot of knocks an 
criticisms, but still afterall his years 7 
FI he is still a 100 per cent racer. Not 
like a lot of drivers who seem to treat 
a Grand Prix each Sunday as a drive 
inthe country. Our picture was at 
by the way, atEau Rougeat this year 
Belgian Grand Prix. 


Stephen Wade, Redruth, Comwall, 
England. 


Senna’s actions set a precedent? Is 
Tunning your rival off the road now 
the accepted way of ensuring a world 
championship? Senna and some of 
his more simple-minded fans may 
baskin theillusory glory ofhis second 
title, but the real story of the year is 
terribly sad for thesport. Notonly did 
his selfishness rob Grand Prix racing 
ofwhatshould havebeen the highlight 
of the season, it also made the sport 
look farcical to potential converts. 
Making FI look farcical is not some- 
thing that is novel to Senna. His con- 
stantreferencesto religion are obscene 
and offensive coming from one who 
willingly puts other drivers at risk to 
achieve his own ends. FISA must act 


[A Ont 
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to ensure that a repetition of this un- 
fortunate event is avoided. Let us dis- 
pense with the euphemisms. Senna 
cheated and cheatsmustbe punished. 
I would think that an instant penalty 
of 15 points would make Senna think 
twiceaboutdamaging the sport which 
has done so much for him. I am su- 
premely confident Senna would re- 
turn from the off-season a changed 
man. Maybe he would not return at 
all. 


Guy Eggington, Morphettville, South 
Africa. 


Every picture tells a story 

Sir, Here in Holland every month we 
look forward to your next issue, In 
Holland you can't find one F1 maga- 
zine, wedon'thaveaGrand Prix driver 
~ but most disappointing is that we 
don't have a Grand Prix. My friends 
and I have been to Hockenheim and 
Francorchamps this year, and in Bel- 
gium we wanted to tellotherrace fans 
something. We would be very pleased 
if you would put our photo in your 
magazine. Maybe it will help us get 
our Grand Prix back. 


Jack van Santen, Ermelo, Holland 
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‘As we approached the last leg of the 1990 
FI World Championship after fourteen 
races I was personally on my last legs and 
not much looking forward to Round Fif- 
teen. Onehas to prepare one&elf forJapan. 
Trecommend trying to putonafew pounds 
before you go, as British Airways Club 
Class dinner somewhere over the polar 
ice cap is the last real meal that you are 
going to get before you leave Japan. 
Watching the Fl teams desperate to leave 
immediately after the race is something 
that has not been seen since the panic 
stricken inhabitants of Pompeii were 
turned into life-size Barbie Doll pumice 
stones, But do nottry using one of them to 
scrub up in the tiny hotel baths where 
even Snow White's dwarves would have 
difficulty washing their beards and their 
bottoms at the same time. 


Like a herd of Swiss cows the experienced 
FI person travelling to Suzuka can be recog- 
nised by the distinctive sound that he makes 
while travelling through the corridors at 
Heathrow Airport. Not bells around the neck 
but Bell’s (or any other spirit) in the bag, as 
not only does getting drunk costan arm and a 
leg, but you also have to do it very quickly as 
everything seems to shut around 9 pm. 


We Westerners may have difficulty 
understanding the menu in restaurants 
but obviously the locals do too as most 
eateries have plastic replicas of the de- 

. lights on offer displayed in the window. 
Believe me, if you actually manage to get 
hold of the replica you will enjoy your 
meal much more. A favourite pastime of 
the Japanese is to invite you out to dinner 
and giggle uncontrollably as they insist 
you try the sort of local delicacy that even 
they would not eat. 


First-time visitors should note that there 
iso word in the Japanese language for “No”. 
The old advertising slogan, “The Answer is 
Yes,Now7what's the Question” wouldn't raise 
an eyebrow here, Hotel receptionists are the 
trueblack-belts of positive affirmation. “Where 
is my laundry?” “Yes”. “Why didn't I get my 
breakfast that I ordered?” “Yes” 1 find it best 
to remain calm in these situations and play 


childish games such as “Doyou take pills tobe 
this stupid?” “Yes" or “Is that your own 
mouth or are you just running it for an idiot?” 
“yes”. 


Enough of the travel guide - on to the 
events at the circuit. The Japanese are 


| fanatical about their motor racing espe- 


cially Formula One but not so as you 
would notice. Driving to the circuit on 
race morning there is no traffic on the 
roads. Where are all the fans? Theanswer 
is simple. They have been camped (in 
perfecttwo-by-two formation) outside the 
circuit in sleeping bags on the pavement 
since Saturday night. Do thepolice object? 
No. They might remind the tifosi tramps 
to wash their teeth butit is perfectly good 
humoured. At 5am the gates are opened 
as thousands of indecently petits pieds 


| patter to their allocated seat. The Japan 


GP is sold out months in advance and 
when the pre-race warm-up gets under 
way the crowd allows itself to go into a 
frenzy of adulation, For the novice visitor 
to Suzuka I should explain that this in- 
volves clapping politely while shooting 


| off tworolls of Fujicolor on a motordrive, 


Total hysteria greets the on-track appear- 
ance of the two only native drivers, Saturo 
Nakajima and Aguri Suzuki. NB. Total 

hysteria involves the same rigmarole as 
‘frenzy’ with the addition of much wav- 
ing of the Japanese flag, a white hanky 

with a perfectly formed red zit in the 
middle. 


Eurosport TV commentator John Watson 
wns walking across the paddock when a tocal 
fan rushed up to him in a fit of misguided 
recognition shouting “James Flunt, James 
Hunt’. Assuming the poor fellow had no 
understanding of the English language, John 
said that he had never been taken for Mr Hunt 
and that anyone making this mistake should 
beg for forgiveness on bended knee, Imagine 


| his surprise when the contrite jan dropped to 


his knees and like a Muslim at prayer began 
chanting, “John Watson, John Watson”. 


Here is a cautionary tale for any jour- 
nalist who believes F1 drivers study the 
media closely. Nigel Mansell was com- 


\ Ne List Nord, J 


plaining about a less than complimentary 
article that had appeared about him in an 
English paper, “Was itin ‘Today’?” asked 
ahack. “No” replied Nigel, “It was some 
time last week,” 


Getting back to the subject of drinking in 
Suzuka, the circuit hotel does have one bar 
designed to cater for European quaffing cus- 
toms which goes under the name of “The Log 
Cabin". The “Rog Cabin", as it was spelt on 
the invitation that we received when it first 
opened, has attinterior designstylesomewhere 
between Nanook of The North and the Seven 
Samurai,and on Sunday night was the venue 
for a riotous party involving the McLarenand 
Benetton teams. Even the new World Cham- 
pion was there. Ayrton arrived in the barand 
raising a large glassof vodka and tonic shouted: 
“Prost, that is German for cheers,isn'tit?”One 
more large vod and ton found our hero 
gracefully draped over the very attractive 
shoulders of the two McLaren catering staff 
and the third one induced him to take to the 
dance floor in what I can ortly assume was a 
Monegasque version of the Lambada, 


If the circumstances leading to 
Ayrton’s second Championship were 
causing fear and loathing in the paddock 
thepost-race press conference wasamuch 
jollier affair, Nelson Piquet, who has not 
won arace for three years walked into the 
Press Officeand said “Hello, Idon’tknow 
if you remember me but my name is 
Nelson Piquet and I would like to intro- 
duce you to someone you may have seen 
in the paddock this weekend; his name is 
Roberto Moreno”. 


If L have painted a bleak picture of motor 
racingin Japan Imustadd that not everything 
about the place is bad. Ican really recommend 
the airport departure lounge when you know 
that you are minutes away from boarding a 
flight to Australia, Iwasn’t desperate to leave, 
J love Air Iraq, hell [would have even accepted 
Flight of The Valkyries as a carrier, 
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BACK ISSUES — ORDER FORM 


’ 


4 
STREETS AMER 


Pa. 


PRIA | 


Please send me the following back issues: 


1988 (Vol2) No.1 No.3 0 
1989 (Vol3) No.1) No.5 0 No.60 No7 0 
1990 (Vol4) No.2 No.3G No.40 No50 No60 No.7 
No.8 O No.9 0 
(We regret all others out of stock.) 
PRICE: (including post & packing) 


UK: £3.00 each / Europe (incl. Eire): £4.00 each / Rest of World (Airmail): £5.00 each 


SALE!! SALE! 


FANTASTIC REDUCTIONS AVAILABLE 
ON ALL OUR 
RACEWEAR 

AND HELMETS 

DEC 1st — JAN 15th 


RACE 


SHOEI—BELL—ARAI 
EVEROAK—SIMPSON—TOP TEK 
A LATEST RAC APPROVED HELMETS IN STOCK 


Total amount of my order €...... 
PAYMENT METHOD: () Cheque/Postal Order (UK only) 
3 International Money Order Deere est id 
Credit Card: (Access Visa (Diners (American Express 
‘Card No. Expiry Date 


es ess = 


ial! 


Signature ... 


Date ... 


(order not valid unless signed) 


Send this order to: FIRST FROST LIMITED 


LYON ROAD, WINDSOR AVENUE, 
WIMBLEDON SW19 2SE. 


ORDER BY PHONE: 081-540 2396 and quote your credit card details. 


CLAIM YOUR 
FREE GIFT 


(All Subscribers) 


Please indicate your 


choice below 


FREE Murray Walker's 
Grand Prix Challenge 


[] FREE Prix File 


. Allow 28 days delivery. 


O wish to subscribe to Prix Editions International (please tick boxes applicable) 
Cheque (UK only)/International Money Order (payable to First Frost Ltd) enclosed 


Please debit my credit card account (details below) 


UNITED KINGDOM 
O Sissues — £15.00 including post and packing 


REST OF WORLD — Airmail 
O Sissues— £27.00 


0 10 issues — £25.00 FREE of post and Packing 
0 20 issues — £47.50 SPECIAL PRICE 


0 20 issues — £67.00 


Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922, USA 


0 10 issues — £50.00 
0 20 issues — £95.00 


EUROPE (inc. EIRE) US SUBSCRIBERS: 
O Sissues— £19.00 ERIC WAITER ASSOCIATES 
0 10 issues — £36.00 369 Springfield Avenue, PO Box 188, 


Tel: (800) 272 2670 Fax (201) 665 7814 


Expiry Date 


cere charge to my CACCESS (VISA 1 DINERS () AMERICAN EXPRESS. 


EIS 


Spates si) 


Send this order to: FIRST FROST LIMITED 
LYON ROAD, WINDSOR AVENUE, 
WIMBLEDON SW19 2SE. 


or phone 081-540 2396 and quote your credit card details. 
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‘As we manufacture the suits ourselves we can offer you one of 
the LARGEST RANGES OF RACESUITS AVAILABLE. As well as 
the suits below we can make ANY suit in ANY material to your 
‘own specification. Embroidery with sponsor names, hoops, 
stripes, piping etc can be made to order, We offer a made to 
measure service to ensure the suit your order is 10 your exact 
requirements, 

A HUGE RANGE OF STOCK SUITS ARE AVAILABLE IN XS, S, 
M,L, XLIN ALL COLOURS OFF THE PEG! 


SINGLE LAYER PROBAN £48.50 
(This superb budget suit is now available in RED, ROYAL 
BLUE, NAVY & ORANGE constructed to the highest standards 
using NOMEX zip, velcro, thread & cuffing) 

£59.50 


SINGLE LAYER PROBAN ’89 


(As above but with constrasting coloured piping trimming the 
suit, making this a very attractive yet competitively priced 


garment) 
SINGLE LAYER F.1. CLUBMAN £79.50 


The clubman suit is made with PANOTEX HEAVY WEIGHT 
cloth and using NOMEX thread, velcro, zip & cuffing. Available 
in RED & ROYAL BLUE the suit comes with contrasting wide 
chest & arm hoops) 

£99.50 


SINGLE LAYER NOMEX 
(Constructed with highest quality NOMEX Ill cloth. Available 
in black, white, red, blue, yellow & green with contrasting 
coloured pipe & trim) 

£195.00 


DOUBLE LAYER CLUBMAN risa 


Nomex lil outer with super-smooth Nomex lining, box quilted 
available in all Nomex colours with contrasting colour trim, A 
superb value 2 layer suit 


DOUBLE LAYER NOMEXr.1.s.a. £245.00 


(2 Layers of NOMEX Ill are used with the inner layer being 
Separate & reversed to give superb comfort with no bulky 
Seams, trimmed with piping and available in all nomex 


colours) 
DOUBLE LAYER NOMEX BOX F.is.a £245.00 


(2 Layets of NOMEX III box quilted are used with the inner 
layer being separate & reversed to give superb comfort with 
No bulky seams, trimmed with piping and available in all 
NOMEX colours). 

£325.00 


TRIPLE LAYER PROF F.1s. 
(The ULTIMATE IN PROTECTION. 2 Layers of NOMEX III 
‘Sandwiching NOMEX FELT, finished with BOX QUILTING or 
PINSTRIPING with constrasting piping). 
*** OUR TRIPLE LAYER SUITS EXCEEDED THE F..A, TEST 
BY OVER 2'2 TIMES *** 
st THAT SPEAKS FOR ITSELF!|| ##* 


SHOEI 
eev (small window) £345.00 


100 
ZR 2 (large window) £2104 
3R3 open window) — £19600 


POSTAGE ON SMALL 


PLEASE ADD 15% V.A.T. TO Al 
.T. TO ALL Ph 
SECURICOR ON OVERALLS & Lance ITEMS Er VAT. 


ITEMS £2.50 


EAR 


=. 


RACEWEAR 


Racewear ae eies 

UNDERWEAR 

NOMEX SUPER SMOOTH White 1 as bad 
BALACLAVAS SUPERSPORT 4-32 POINT oss 
Sngle8 Twn ye hale tam | | causes mass 
NOMEX SUPER SMOUTIL2 layer ve fuse 

HSA approved 8 CLUB GE POINT SINGLE SLATER m8 
SOCKS SILVERSTONE 66 POINT S/SEATER as 
wt Seat cat = 
NOMEX 2 LAYER RALLY Red/Blue £38.95. Const 

HOWEX LAV Son Hwarawe tage |_| nathan 
NOME? LAYER LONG Rede” gas | |i 
NOMEX 3 LAYER GAUNTLET Red/Biue £39.85 FLKEVAN 
BOOTS fs 
SIMPSON RACE BOOTS: 162.50 ptr NT 
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MAIN ROAD, EST KINGSDOW! 
TEL: (047485) 

Cheques must bem: 
Credit Card (Access, 
Phone 


Barclaycard, American Express) 
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"ZERO RATED NO VAT 


|EVENOAKS, KENT TN15 6EU 
258 FAX: (047485) 3808 

oe re to: FORMULA ONE ACCESSORIESLTO. 

our order and card details for immediate despatch 


Hourgof business 20 som, Sunday motning 10.00am-1 00pm 
Monday: Salurcay oars Hatch Shop Open on Racedays 


© TOY STONE 


a 
a 


pay 
& 
HHTEnREGE 


HAIESSES? 


LH i 
sui 
if 


to 
ooo 
‘ot 
fot 
ior 
ww 
we 
4 
Yen 
test 
ier 
toe? 
ee 
You 
tet 
0 
i 

i 

toa 
yes 
ee 
Ye 
ee 
wes 
i 
ig 
oer 
ww 


HE 
ay 


= 
f 


idtREe HTT 


#32 
oa 


